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EEPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONYENTION, 

1876. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

First Day — ^Wednesday, June 14, 1876. 

Pursuant to the following call of the Republican National 
Committee, — 

The next Union Republican National Convention, for the nomina- 
tion of candidates for President and Vice-President of the United 
States, will be held in the city of Cincinnati, on Wednesday, the four- 
teenth day of June, 1876, at 12 o'clock, noon, and will consist of dele- 
gates from each state equal to twice the number of its senators and 
representatives in congress, and of two delegates from each organized 
territory and the district of Columbia. 

In calling the conventions for the election of delegates, the commit- 
tees of the several states are recommended to invite all Republican 
electors, and all other voters, without regard to past political differ- 
ences or previous party affiliations, who are opposed to reviving sec- 
tional issues, and desire to promote friendly feeling and permanent 
harmony throughout the country by maintaining and enforcing all the 
constitutional rights of every citizen, including the full and free exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage without intimidation and without fraud ; 
who are in favor of the continued prosecution and punishment of all 
official dishonesty, and of an economical administration of the govern- 
ment by honest, faithful, and capable officers ; who are in favor of 
making such reforms in government as experience may from time to 
time suggest ; who are opposed to impairing the credit of the nation by 
depreciating any of its obligations, and in favor of sustaining in every 
way the national faith and financial honor ; who hold that the common- 
school system is the nursery of American liberty, and should be main- 
tained absolutely free from sectarian control ; who believe that, foi 
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4 KEPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION, 

promotion of these ends, the direction of the government should con- 
tinue to be confided to those who adhere to the principles of 1776, and 
support them as incorporated in the constitution and the laws ; and 
who are in favor of recognizing and strengthening the fundamental 
principle of national unity in this centennial anniversary of the birth 
of the republic. 

E. D. MORGAN, 

Chairman^ 
WM. E. CHANDLER, 

Secretary, 
Republican National Committee. 

Washington, January 13, 1876, — 

the Republican National Convention met at noon this day in 
Exposition Hall, on Elm, Fourteenth, and Plum streets, in the 
city of Cincinnati, Ohio, and promptly at the hour v^as called 
to order by Ex-Governor Edw^in D. Morgan, of New York, 
chairmati of the Republican National Committee, who there- 
upon announced that the proceedings would be opened with 
prayer by the Rev. D. H. Muller, d. d., of Covington, Ky. 
Dr. Muller offered the following 

PRAYER. 

O God, whose throne is the universe, by whom kings reign and 
princes decree justice, in whose hands are the hearts of men, we 
acknowledge thee as the rulerxjf the nations, the author of every good 
and perfect gift. We come before thee with thanksgiving, for thou 
art a great God, and a great King above all gods. We acknowledge 
thee to be the giver of all national prosperity, and as our helper in 
past disasters; and we declare this morning, that **If it had not been 
that the Lord was on our side when men rose up against us, then had 
we been swallowed up quickly, when their wrath was kindled against 
us.*" Because thou hast blessed and helped us, therefore under the 
shadow of thy wing may we rejoice. Because thou hast heard our 
voice, therefore may we call upon thee as long as we live, and make 
thee our refuge and our portion. 

^ In behalf of thy servants here assembled, we invoke thy blessing and 
aid. Bless them with health of body and mind. Preserve them from 
harm during their deliberations, and by thy providence return them in 
safety to their homes. By thy grace give to them the spirit of con- 
cord, that harmony may prevail in their counsels ; a spirit of wisdom, 
that the right means may be discerned and used to promote the end 
for which they are convened ; a spirit of patriotism, that the prosperity 
of the nation may overshadow all personal or sectional desires; a 
spirit of integrity, that they may be faithful to the deepest convictions 
of duty. Give grace, and wisdom, and strength to the presiding offi- 
cers. For the work which thou hast wrought, for the Republic and 
humanity through the organized agency represented here, we give thee 
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thanks; and we earnestly pray that its future record may be more 
glorious than its past one, and that the issue of the consultations and 
acts of thy servants here may be ruled by thee to thy glory, to the good 
of this country, and to the prosperity, and welfare, and honor, and 
safety of thy people. Guide, we beseech thee, therefore, their efforts 
in the choice of the men who may be commended or presented to the 
confidence and suffrages of the people, to the conception and declara- 
tion of right principles ; and, invoking such results, we pray thee that 
national peace, governmental purity, truth, justice, and liberty may be 
established among us for all generations. We pray thee that thou 
mayest uphold and bless thy servant the president of the United States, 
and all others in authority. By the help of thy Spirit may they be 
inclined to thy will and walk in thy way. Grant them health, and 
prosperity, and long life. For the mercies which thou hast given us as 
a nation, we praise thee. We pray, this morning, that thy work may 
appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children, and that 
the beauty of the Lord our God may be upon us. Establish thou the 
work of our hands ; yea, the work of our hands, establish thou it. 
These blessings we ask for Christ's sake. Amen. 

The delegates having been seated, Governor Morgan made 
the opening address, as follows : 

GOVERNOR morgan's ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the Convention: The day and the hour have arrived at 
which the representatives of the Republican party were invited to as- 
semble to nominate candidates for President and Vice-President of the 
United States ; and, in obedience to the authority of the Republican 
National Committee, I now respectfully ask that you will maintain order. 

In 1856, at Philadelphia, in i860, at Chicago, and in 1864, at Balti- 
more, acting under the same general authority, it has been my privilege 
to call Republican conventions to order. 

If I except the action of the convention of 1864, the duties which this 
intelligent body has to perform, in comparison with former ones, are 
the most important of all. 

There is no special or parliamentary authority for any remarks from 
the chair. In the nature of things, there cannot be any. Custom, 
only, is my excuse (if excuse is needed) for even a few words. 

In June, 1864, we were in the midst of the war for the preservation of 
the Union. We had great armies in the field, but they had achieved 
only partial successes, and when successful, always at verjr great cost 
of life. The bravest and best of our young men had fallen in battle by 
tens and hundreds of thousands, or were in prison at Andersonville and 
Libby. President Lincoln, seventeen months prior to this, had by 
proclamation, but only as a war measure, declared the slaves free, while 
their masters kept them within their lines, and held full dominion over 
them. 

It was then modestly suggested by your chairman of the national 
committee, that the convention would not discharge its whole duty un- 
less, among its resolves, it should declare for such an amendment of 
the national constitution as would, when adopted by the requisite num- 
ber of states, forever prohibit African slavery on this continent. The 
suggestion was received with unexampled enthusiasm by the conven- 
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tion. The resolution to secure this national blessing was written in your 
party platform on that day : both houses of congress very soon after 
passed the required amendment: twenty-nine sovereign states ratified 
it : the noble Lincoln proclaimed the result to the people ; — and from 
that hour to this "the sun has not risen upon a bondman nor set upon 
a slave" in all this fair land. Not to the North, not to the South, but 
to that Supreme Being alone who controls the destinies of nations as 
well as the affairs of individuals, let us give all the glory. But all this 
is past, and the past we conclude is secure. 

Pardon me, gentlemen, if again, with like modesty, I make a sugges- 
tion or two bearing directly on the present. This convention should 
emphatically demand the promptand efficient execution of those solemn 
promises of both houses of congress, and the president, to redeem in 
coin the legal- tender obligations of the government on the ist of Janu- 
ary, 1879, ^^^ signify its opposition to any modification or repeal of this 
law that does not guarantee a still earlier or better method of returning 
to specie payment. Let no doubtful word go out from this convention 
upon the subject of honest money. Prices are already at a specie point. 
Stand firmly by your numerous resolutions and platforms a little longer, 
and your currency basis will be transformed into a coin basis so easily 
and naturally that you will be yourselves surprised, regretting only, as 
you will, that it was not determined upon at an earlier day. 

Resumption accomplished, then, in all human probability, will follow 
ten or fifteen years of prosperity equal to that of any former period, 
perhaps greater than the country has yet seen. If you will, in addition, 
put a plank in your platform declaring for such an amendment of the 
constitution as will extend the presidential office to six years, and make 
the incumbent ineligible for reelection, you will deserve the gratitude 
of the American people. 

As the mariner, when tossed for many days in thick weather, avails 
himself of the earliest glance of the sun to ascertain how far the ele- 
ments have driven him from hb true course, so in like manner, at the 
end of one hundred years from the foundation of our government, we 
too have come from the north, the south, the east, and the west, to 
take a political observation for the purpose of amending and improving 
our system of national government, so far as improvement is really 
necessary and possible. With this view we have come to this great 
and beautiful city of Cincinnati, on the banks of the grand but placid 
Ohio, containing nearly three hundred thousand souls, and where we 
now find every luxury that wealth, nature, or art can produce, but 
where not even a log cabin had been erected or a white man born 
when our government was organized. 

The last three national conventions of our party have had indicated 
to them, in advance, the names of the candidates for the national 
ticket, so that they have been but little else than ratification meetings 
of decrees that had been made by the people, merely putting in form 
that which had already been decided upon. I allude to President 
Lincoln's second nomination, and to the nomination and renomination 
of the splendid soldier and patriot, General Grant. But such a state 
of things no longer exists. There appears to be at the present time no 
one to whom the unerring finger points as the only candidate. There 
seems to be no man rising so far above all others as to cause exultant 
voices to exclaim, — ** Thou art the man ! " 
The consequence is, that many distinguished names among our party 
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friends have been mentioned as candidates, and will be brought before 
the convention when the proper time arrives for making nominations. 
Therefore it is that I have expressed myself as seeing greater respon- 
sibilities resting upon the delegates to this Cincinnati convention than 
upon any or all that have preceded it. 

The history of the Republican party furnishes abundant evidence of 
its desire that the government shall be administered with honesty and 
economy, and as a means to that end that the civil service should be 
elevated by the introduction of all needful and proper reforms. With 
such a history, and at a time like the present, it cannot be doubted 
that the choice of the convention will fall on some one, whomsoever he 
may be, clearly committed on this question — not only by his expressed 
opinions, but also by his public life and conduct. 

I will not further anticipate the action of this honorable body, ex- 
cept to say that the firm support on the part of the nominees of all the 
recent amendments to the national constitution, and the support and 
maintenance of all other principles involved in the war for the preser- 
vation of the Union, must also be regarded as the pre-requisites for the 
high offices of President and Vice-President of the United States. 
With this accomplished, it will be the highest duty, and should be the 
greatest pleasure, for all in authority to extend the warm hand of fel- 
lowship to all good citizens of this Union, and as rapidly as possible to 
forgive and to forget the recent past, and to do every act to make us 
satisfied to be and remain in fact, as we are in name, one people, one 
country. 

It is fit and proper, citizens of Cincinnati, that the Republican Na- 
tional Convention, in this centennial year, should be held in your city 
and under yoiir auspices, as you, quite as fully as any other locality, 
represent in yourselves the industry, the enterprise, the sublimity, and 
the grandeur of our country's growth and greatness. 

TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN. 

Gov. Morgan. I am further requested by the national committee to 
make a nomination of the temporary presiding officer of the conven- 
tion, and therefore nominate the Hon. Theodore M. Pomeroy, of 
New York, for that office. [Applause.] 

The question having been put, Governor Morgan declared 
Mr. Pomeroy chosen, and designated Governor Baldwin, of 
Michigan, and Governor Van Zandt, of Rhode Island, to 
conduct the temporary president to the chair. 

On the arrival of the gentlemen on the stage v^ith the tem- 
porary chairman, Governor Morgan said, — "I now pre- 
sent to you the Hon. Theodore M. Pomeroy, of New York.'* 
[Renewed applause.] 

ADDRESS OF THE TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. Pomeroy spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention: I thank you most heartily for the 
compliment conferred by calling me to preside over the temporary 
organization of this convention. 
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I have been so long withdrawn from practical participation in political 
a,fFairs, that it is in obedience to custom, rather than my own inclina- 
tion, that I occupy even a few minutes of your time in the considera- 
tion of the political situation, and of the principles so long and so 
successfully entrusted to the keeping of the Republican party. Events 
have chased each other so rapidly, trom the inauguration of President 
Lincoln to the closing year of the administration of General Grant, 
fraught with such fundamental changes in the whole theory and prac- 
tice of government, that the consideration of them, in the briefest 
manner, is precluded upon an occasion such as this. Brief as may be 
considered the existence of the Republican party, none other in the 
history of the nation has for so long a consecutive period controlled its 
government without encountering popular defeat; and still, notwith- 
standing popular jealousy of political ascendency long continued by 
any party, it is in the power of this convention to designate the coming 
President of the United States. [Applause.] Our folly may concede 
what the wisdom of the opposition cannot achieve, — our defeat at the 
polls in November ; but such defeat can come from no other source. 
We are met here, not as contending factions within the party to test 
under various leaderships our relative strength, but as representatives 
accepting a high responsibility to extract from the crucible of conflict- 
ing opinions that type of American statesmanship which shall be ac- 
cepted as the worthy embodiment of the principles of the party. [Ap- 
plause.] Men as well as measures are to be weighed in the balance 
during the coming canvass, and neither must be found wanting to 
secure success. [Applause.] The Republican party cannot contmue 
to live by reason of its splendid achievements in the past, nor the 
Democratic party expect to be returned to power upon its glittering 
promises of reform in the future. [Applause.] The former party has 
but to present men representative of its principles ; the latter must dis- 
cover both its principles and its men. [Applause.] In former days, 
when party ties were firmer, when- the immediate pressure of impend- 
ing national calamity hedged us about and compelled party fidelity, the 
platform carried along the man, whomsoever he might be. Party ties are 
looser now. and no platform is buoyant enough to float an unworthy 
candidate. [Applause.] 

The necessity for the continuance of the administrative policy of the 
Republican party, while not so apparent in immediate results, is as 
commanding respecting future consequences as at any time in its 
history. We are told that it has accomplished its mission, and, there- 
fore, has no longer claim to live. Well, if it has, and the time for its 
dissolution has come, it can die triumphantly, like the apostle of old, 
exclaiming,— *' I have fought a good fight; I have kept the faith." 
[Immense and continued applause.] It has fulfilled many missions. 
It fulfilled the mission of its birth in neutralizing the disastrous effects 
of the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, in saving freedom to the 
great territories of the North-west, and in bringing California into the 
sisterhood of states, undefiled by slavery, and adorned like a bride in 
the glitter of her golden promise. [Applause.] It fulfilled the mis- 
sion of its youth in accepting the ** irrepressible conflict," and it was a 
mission worth living for to have saved a nationality like ours ; to have 
freed four million slaves and raised them to the dignity of American 
citizenship, and to have reconstructed the federal constitution so as to 
place the liberties of the citizen and the credit of the nation upon 
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foundations strong enough to endure anything except the imbecility of 
a Democratic administration. [Loud applause.] The mission of the 
manhood of the Republican party, our mission of to-day, is, to estab- 
lish on sure foundations and make secure for the coming ages the 
fruits of the war-debt, and taxation through which the present has 
been achieved. The benefits to be derived to the individual citizen 
from the fourteenth and fifteenth constitutional amendments are to be 
secured through such appropriate legislation as congress may devise. 
I ask the freedmen of the South, if they are ready to accept the Demo- 
cratic party as the source of power [Voices — ** No ! " ** No ! " Speak- 
er — I know it.] from which is to flow the appropriate legislation to give 
effect to those amendments. I ask a candid public, if the only anarchy 
that exists in the South to-day is not the anarchy caused by the opposi- 
tion of the Democratic party, as such, to the principles adopted in the 
work of reconstruction, and now a fundamental part of the law of the 
land. The Democratic party claims to accept the situation respecting 
the sacredness of the national debt and the inviolability of the national 
credit, and yet $20,000,000 of taxation will not make good the annual 
loss to the American people, from the undefined and undefinable atti- 
tude and intentions of that party in regard to the payment of the prin- 
cipal of the public debt. 

In the prosecution of the war to overthrow the rebellion, for the pur- 
pose of procuring the ready money to pay the army and the navy, and 
to provide the immense material of war, it became necessary to suspend 
specie payment, and to make a forced loan from the people, by declar- 
ing the greenback a legal tender in payment of public and private in- 
debtedness ; and yet, while claiming to be in favor of resumption of 
specie payment at some indefinite time, and by means of some indefi- 
nite process, although eleven years have elapsed since the close of the 
war, the Democratic party bitterly opposes the payment of the forced 
loan, or the taking of the first practical step toward assuming our posi- 
tion among the solvent nations of the civilized, world. [Applause.] 

No, gentlemen, the late war was not a mere prize-fight for national 
supremacy. It was the outgrowth of the conflict of irreconcilable 
moral, social, and political forces. Democracy had its lot with the 
moral, social, and political forces of the cause which was lost: the Re- 
publican party with those which triumphed and survived. The preser- 
vation of the results of that victory devolves upon us here and now. 
Democracy has no traditions of the past, no impulses of the present, no 
aspirations for the future fitting it for this task. The reaction of 1874 
has already spent itself in a vam effort to realize the situation. It has 
simply demonstrated that no change in the machinery of the govern- 
ment can be had outside of the Republican party without drawing with 
it a practical nullification of the great work of reconstruction, financial 
chaos, and administrative revolution. The present house of represent- 
atives has succeeded in nothing except the development of its own in- 
capacity. [Applause.] From the inception of the Republican party, 
in 1855, it has kept pace with the progress of the times, accepting each 
added responsibility of war, emancipation, taxation, and reconstruction, 
till the brightest pages of American history are but the life-story of the 
Republican party. [Applause.] Of the whole mass of its constitutional 
amendments and legislative enactments, it takes the responsibility with- 
out apology. It has often erred, but it has never failed to act, and 
through its action the nation has lived. There has been corruption ; 
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but when it was discovered, the order went forth, "Let no guilty man 
escape." [Loud applause.] Gentlemen, that order has bfeen Exe- 
cuted. [Renewed applause.] There has been want of harmony ^ but 
a platform, unwavering in its declaration of principles, with candidates 
worthy of it, will weld together, as of old, into an unconquerable army, 
the great liberty-loving, law-abiding majority of the voters of the United 
States, and stamp with enduring success the results of the deliberations 
of this convention. [Great applause.] Again thanking you, gentlemen, 
I inquire. What is the pleasure of the convention? 
Mr. David Atwood, of Wisconsin. L offer the following resolution : 
Resolved^ That Irving M. Bean, Esq., of Wisconsin, and Gen. H. H. 
Bingham, of Pennsylvania, serve as temporary secretaries of this con- 
vention. 

The resolution wasread and adopted, and the chair requested 

the secretaries to take their seats, 

Mr. W. A. Howard, of Michigan. By request of the national com- 
mittee, with the entire assent of the local committee, and by the earnest 
request of the Michigan delegation, I wish to present the name of Gen. 
E. W. Hinks, of Wisconsin, for sergeant-at-arms of this convention. 
He is a man covered all over with scars, and I hope that he will be 
elected by acclamation. 

A vote was taken, and the chairman declared General Hinks 
elected. 

Dr. LoRiNG, of Massachusetts, offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the roll of the states and territories be called, and 
the chairman of each delegation announce the names of the persons 
selected to serve on the followmg committees as each committee is 
named by the chair : i. The Committee on Credentials. 2. The Com- 
mittee on Permanent Organization. 3. The Committee on Rules and 
Order of Business. 4. The Committee on Resolutions. 

The question being put, the resolution was declared adopted. 

The Chair. Pursuant to the resolution, the secretary will call the 
roll of states. 

Mr. S. B. DuTCHER, of New York. I would inquire if that motion 
includes the territories. 

The Chair. It does. 

Mr. DuTCHER. Then I move to reconsider the motion. 

Mr. Albright, of Pennsylvania. I move to lay that motion on the 
table. 

The Chair put this motion, and declared that Mr. Butch- 
er's motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. S. L. Woodford, of New York. I desire to ask if the roll of the 
states where there is a contest will be called. 

The Chair. The convention has given no direction in respect to 
that. I presume as the states are called, when we come to states where 
there are contests, that question will be decided. 
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Mr. CuMBACK, of Indiana. Is it proposed to call the roll for each 
of these several committees? 

The Chair. It was so ordered. They can be called in mass. 

Mr. CuMBACK. I move that as the states are called they respect- 
ively announce their member for each of the committees. 

The Chair. There is no objection, and the Chair considers that the 
motion is adopted. The gentlemen will therefore nominate the differ- 
ent committees at one time. 

Mr. DuTCHER, of New York. I would move to add to the call, that 
the names of the gentlemen for vice-presidents and for members of 
the national committee be announced at the same time. 

A Delegate from Pennsylvania. There is no propriety in that, be- 
cause the Committee on Organization should select the vice-presidents. 

Mr. DuTCHER. I withdraw the motion. 

The roll-call was begun, Alabama being first called, and 
announcing as member of the Committee on Credentials, 
George Turner. Before the names of Alabama's members of 
the other committees had been announced, 

Mr. Woodford, of New York, said, — It seems to me that there is a 
manifest impropriety in allowing those states or territories where there 
may be contests as to the proper delegation, to name members of the 
committee, and I think that either by unanimous consent or by some 
amendment of the resolution the usual parliamentary rule should be 
adopted, — that when a state is reached where there are contesting dele- 
gations, that state or territory should be passed on the roll-call. And 
I move you, sir, that in case of any state or territory where there is 
a contest as to the proper delegation, or where there are contesting 
delegations, such state or territory be passed upon the call of the roll. 

Mr. CuMBACK. I move to add to the motion of the gentleman of 
New York, the district of Columbia. 

Mr. Woodford. I accept the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

The question being put by the chair, the motion of Mr. 
Woodford, as thus amended, was agreed to. 

The secretaries proceeded with the roll-call, passing Ala- 
bama under the above motion, and calling Arkansas. It being 
difficult to get the names correctly as they were announced by 
the chairmen of the delegations, 

Mr. W. B. Mann, of Pennsylvania, remarked, — It is very evident this 
will consume a great deal of time, and there will be many inaccuracies 
in sounding names across the hall. I therefore move that the chairman 
of each delegation be requested to send the names in writing to the 
secretary on the platform. 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 

A Delegate from Arkansas. I suggest that, to obviate confusion, 
the roll of states be called, and as each state is called the chairman of 
each delegation send the names in writing to the secretary. 



Hosted by 



Google 



12 



REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION, 



Mr. CuMBACK. I think it would be better that, as the names are 
sent up, the secretary read them, so that the convention may hear who 
they are. 

At the conclusion of the roll-call the secretary read the names 

of the various persons constituting the different committees, as 

follows : 



COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 



Arkansas, . 
Arizona, . . 
California, . 
Connecticut, 
Colorado, . 
Dakota, . . 
Delaware, . 
Georgia, 
Indiana, . . 
Illinois, . . 
Iowa, . . 
Idaho, . . 
Kansas, . . 
Kentucky, . 
Louisiana, . 
Maine, . . 
Maryland, . 
Massachusetts, 
Michigan, . 
Minnesota, . 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, . 



. O. P. Snyder. 

De Forest Porter. 

Norman D. Rideout. 

. Joseph Selden. 

. J. B. Chaffee. 

. Alex. Hughes. 

. . James Scott. 

. James Atkins. 

. Asbury Steele. 

. G. S. Bangs. 

John T. Baldwin. 

D. P. Thompson. 

. A. H. Horton. 

. J. W. Finnell. 

. Chas. E. Nash. 

Seth L. Milliken. 

John T. Ensor. 

John E. Sanford. 

. Geo. Hannahs. 

. W. G. Word. 

. R. C. Powers. 

M. A. Rosenthal. 



Montana, . . 
Nebraska, . . 
Nevada, . . . 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, 
New York, . . 
North Carolina, 
New Mexico, . 
Ohio, 



W. F. Sanders. 
. L. W. Osborn. 
. C. N. Harris. 
. Alonzo Nute. 
. Wm. J. Magie. 
. Thos. C. Piatt. 
. James Heaton. 
. Wm. Breeden. 
Wm. H. Upson. 



Oregon, J.V.David. 

Pennsylvania, . . Wm. S. Quay. 
Rhode Island, Wm. H. Howard. 
South Carolina, Stephen A. Swails. 
Texas, ... J. P. Newcome. 
Tennessee, ... A. G. Sharp. 
Utah, .... G. A. Black. 
Vermont, . Wheelock G. Veazey. 
Virginia, . . J. F. Dezendorf. 
West Virginia, Nathan Goif, Jr. 
Wisconsin, Wm. David Atwood. 
Washington, . . G. T. Minor. 
Wyoming, . . . Wm. Hunter. 



RULES AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 



Arkansas, . . . R. A. Dawson. 
Arizona, . . De Forest Porter. 
CaUfornia, . James M. Pierce. 
Connecticut, . John T. Rockwell. 
Colorado, . . Geo. W. Morgan. 
Dakota, . . . Alex. Hughes. 
Delaware, . . . . J. H. Othcur. 
Georgia, . . Jefferson S. Long. 
lUinois, . . . . E. S. Baker. 
Indiana, . . Thos. M. Browne. 

Iowa, S. M. Clarke. 

Idaho, .... Austin Savage. 
Kansas, .... A. J. Banta. 
Kentucky, . T. O. Shackelford. 
Louisiana, . George E. Hamlet. 
Maine, . . . James M. Stone. 
Maryland, . . William Perkins. 
Massachusetts, William T. Davis. 
Michigan, Wm. H. Withington. 
Minnesota, . . John T. Ames. 
Mississippi, . . J. J. Spellman. 
Missouri, ... H. E. Havens. 



Montana, . . . . B. H. Tatem. 
Nebraska, . . . R. J. Brown. 
Nevada, . . . . R. S. Cloph. 
New Mexico, . W. P. Breeden. 
New Hampshire, Thomas C. Rand. 
New Jersey, . John H. Kendrick. 
New York, . Walter L. Sessions. 
North Carolina, R. N. Worment. 
Ohio, .... J. T. Updegraff. 



Oregon,. . . 
Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, 
Texas, . . . 
Tennessee, . 
Utah, . . . 
Vermont, . Fred 
Virginia, . . 
West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, . 
Washington, . 
Wyoming, 



J. H. Foster. 

. John Cessna. 

J. S. Williams. 

Robert Smalls. 

Richard Allen. 

W. Y. Elliott. 

J. B. McKean. 

. E. Woodbridge. 

. J. F. Lewis. 

. J. E. Schley. 

S. R. D. Potter. 

Elwood Evans. 

. J. M. Corey. 
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ON RESOLUTIONS. 



Arkansas, . 
Arizona, 
California, . 
Connecticut, 
Colorado, . 
Dakota, . . 
Delaware, . 
Georgia, 
Illinois, . . 
Indiana, 
Iowa, . . 
Idaho, . . 
Kansas, . . 
Kentucky, . 
Louisiana, . 
Maine, . . 
Maryland, . 
Massachusetts, 
Michigan, . 
Minnesota, . 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 



Arkansas, 

Arizona, 

California, 

Connecticut 

Colorado, 

Dakota, . 

Delaware, 

Georgia, 

Illinois, . 

Indiana, 

Iowa, 

Idaho, . 

Kansas, 

Kentucky, 

Louisiana, 

Maine, . 

Maryland, 

Massachusetts 

Michigan, . 

Minnesota, 

Mississippi, 

Missouri, . 

Montana, . 



. C. C. Waters. 

R. C. McCormick. 

Charles F. Reed. 

Joseph R. Hawley. 

James B. Belford. 

Andrew McHench. 

. Eli R. Sharp. 

Henry M. Turner. 

C. B. Farwell. 

R. W. Thompson. 

Hiram Price. 

Austin Savage. 

J. D. Thacker. 

James Speed. 

Henry Demoss. 

Nelson Dingley, Jr. 

Dr. H. Steiner. 

Edward L. Pierce. 

. H. P. Baldwin. 

J. E. Wakefield. 

. C. W. Clarke. 

R. T. Van Horn. 



Montana, . . W. F. Sanders. 
New Mexico, . . S. B. Axtell. 
Nebraska, . . . A. R. Pinney. 
Nevada, . . . . . J. P. Jones. 
New Hampshire, Chas. H. Burns. 
New Jersey, . . Fred. A. Potts. 
New York, . . Charles E. Smith. 
North Carolina, . P. C. Badger. 
Ohio, . . . Edward Cowans. 
Oregon, . . . H. K. Hines. 
Pennsylvania, Edward McPherson. 
Rhode Island, Charles Nourse. 
So. Carolina, D. W. Chamberlain. 

Texas, E. J. Davis. 

Tennessee, . A. A. Freeman. 
Utah, .... J. B. McKean. 
Vermont, . . Geo. H. Bigelow. 
Virginia, .... Wm. Miller. 
West Virginia, . J. W. Davis. 
Wisconsin, , James H. Howe. 



Washington, 
Wyoming, . 



Elwood Evans. 
Wm. Hinton. 



ON PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 



M. W. Benjamin. 

R. C. McCormick. 

Lucius H. Foote. 

Samuel Fessenden. 

. John L. Routt. 

Andrew McHench. 

. J. R. Lockland. 

. Edwin Belcher. 

. . G. B. Raum. 

K. G. Schryock. 

. W. G. Donnan. 

D. P. Thompson. 

. . D. R. Lowe. 

. J.J. Landrum. 

. S. B. Packard, 

John L. Stevens. 

Joseph Pugh. 

George B. Loring. 

. . D. L. Filer. 

John L. Merriam. 

. . J. T. Settle. 

George Bain. 

W. F. Sanders. 



New Mexico, . . Wm. Breeden. 
Nebraska, ... C. F. Bayha. 
Nevada, .... Frank Bell. 
New Hampshire, B. F. Whidden. 
New Jersey, Garret A. Hobart. 
New York, . . Wm. Orton. 
Nebraska, . . . Z. W. Osborne. 
North Carolina, W. H. Wheeler. 
Ohio, ... R. P. Buckland. 
Oregon, ... H. K. Hines. 
Pennsylvania, Charles Albright. 
Rhode Island, Jas. M. Pendleton. 
South Carolina, H. S. Worthington. 
Texas, . . . . S. H. Russell. 
Tennessee, . . Edward Shaw. 
Utah, .... G. A. Black. 
Vermont, . Warren C. French. 
Virginia, . . Ross Hamilton. 
West Virginia, . T. H. Logan. 
Wisconsin, . . Geo. C. Ginty. 
Washington, . . T. T. Minor. 
Wyoming, . . . . J. M. Corey. 



A Delegate from Arkansas. I move that the chairman of each 
delegation hand to the chairman of the Committee on Permanent Or- 
ganization the name of the vice-president from his delegation. 

Agreed to. 
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Mr. Edward McPherson, of Pennsylvania. I offer the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That when this convention adjourns, it adjourn to meet at 
eleven o'clock to-morrow morning, and that immediately upon the 
meeting of the convention it shall proceed to nominate candidates for 
the office of President of the United States ; that two speeches of 
presentation not exceeding ten minutes each, or one speech of twenty 
minutes, at the discretion of the friends of the respective candidates, 
be permitted, and that thereupon the convention will proceed to make 
the nomination." 

General Hawley, of Connecticut. I move the reference of that res- 
olution to the Committee on Rules and Order of Business. 

Agreed to. 

The chairman announced that a meeting of the Committee 
on Permanent Organization would be held immediately in a 
room adjoining the hall. 

Judge DiTTENHOFER, of New York. On behalf of the National Ger- 
man Republican Convention recently assembled in this city, over which 
I had the honor to preside, and in which twenty states were represent- 
ed, I desire to present the following resolutions, which I will send up to 
the secretary. Without desiring to discuss them, I desire to call the 
attention of the convention to but three of them : first, the resolution 
in view of the recent decision of the supreme court of the United States, 
declaring state legislation on the subject of emigration unconstitutional, 
and that the national government should alone legislate on that sub- 
ject ; second, demanding the revision of the treaties between the foreign 
countries affecting naturalization and expatriation ; and, third, demand- 
ing unsectarian schools [applause] and taxation of church property [re- 
newed applause], as recommended by the President of the United 
States in his recent message. [Renewed applause.] I ask the permis- 
sion of this convention that a committee of three, of which the Hon. 
Mr. Wolf, of Washington, is chairman, attend the Committee on Reso- 
lutions, and present them. 

The resolutions, which were read from the stage, were as 

follows : 

The German Republican delegates of the United States, in conven- 
tion assembled, in the city of Cincinnati, June 12th and 13th, 1876, have 
adopted the following declaration of principles for the coming cam- 
paign, and present the same to the National Republican Convention 
for their favorable consideration : 

1. We declare our unalterable allegiance to the principles of the Re- 
publican party, recognizing in their perpetuation the only safeguard of 
the republic. 

2. Free, non-sectarian schools, compulsory education, taxation of 
church property, as expressed in the late message of the President of 
the United States. 

3. No recognition of any system of worship by the state or Federal 
government. Sunday being recognized by the individual and not by the 
constitution of the United States, to enforce all legislation seeking to 
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abridge the personal rights of the citizens with respect to its **observ- 
ings" is unconstitutional. 

4. The protection of the immigrant by the Federal power is an indis- 
pensable necessity. Legislation fostering and protecting this important 
factor in the prosperity of the republic must be at once devised, in view 
of the recent decision of the supreme court declaring state legislation 
unconstitutional. 

5. In a republic there can be but one class of citizens. The law must 
give the same protection abroad as at home. Any discrimination be- 
tween those adopted and those native born is unjust, and such legisla- 
tion savors of Know-Nothingism, and is unworthy of American states- 
manship ; — therefore we demand a revision of the existing treaties with 
foreign governments, especially that of Germany, affecting naturaliza- 
tion and expatriation. 

6. The honor and integrity of the republic lie primarily in a regulated 
system of civil service, based on moral character and capacity, and not 
solely on political service. 

7. Opposition to all inflation and repudiation heresies, and no step 
backward on the road to resumption. 

8. The maintenance of every amendment to the constitution by the 
Federal power, and especially the rigid enforcement of every law affect- 
ing citizens South. 

9. The nation is supreme, and not the state. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

The Chair. The following communication has been handed to the 
chair and will be read by the secretary. 

The communication was read as follows : 

To the Hon. the President of the National Republican Convention : 

The courtesy of the reading-room and library of the Young Men's 
Mercantile Library of Cincinnati is cordially extended to the delegates 
of the convention. HERMAN GOEPPER, President, 

Mr. Dezendorf, of Virginia. It seems to me that there should be 
a meeting of the Committee on Credentials, as it will be impossible for 
us to transact any business until that committee reports, and we know 
who are delegates in this convention. 

The Chair. The Chair will take the liberty of announcing that the 
several committees appointed will meet at the right of the Chair, in the 
committee rooms. 

A Delegate from Missouri. I move that the convention now ad- 
journ until four o'clock. 

Gov. Van Zandt, of Rhode Island. I hope not until after the Com- 
mittee on Permanent Organization shall have reported. 

A Delegate from New York. I trust that the convention will not 
adjourn. We can hear the report of the Committee on Permanent 
Organization, and then adjourn until to-morrow morning. 

At I : 25 P. M., while the several committees were retiring, 
the convention took an informal recess, and the band struck up. 
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At 2 P. M. the convention was again called to order by the 
Chair. 

Mr. J. W. Mason, of New York. I offer the following preamble and 
resolution : 

Whereas, We still remember with gratitude the services of the loyal 
women of the country during the late war, and their devotion in the 
hospitals of the North, and their fideHty to the nation in many of the 
disputed districts of the South ; and, 

Whereas, The Republican party has always advocated the extension 
of human freedom ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we favor the bestowal of equal civil and political 
rights on all loyal citizens of the United States, without regard to sex. 

Mr. George William Curtis, of New York. Mr. Chairman, I hold 
in my hand an address of the Republican Reform Club of the city of 
New York, which I have been requested to lay before this convention, 
and to ask leave that it shall be read. I therefore move you, sir, that 
the address which I have the honor to submit be now read to the con- 
vention. 

Objected to. 

The Chair. The gentleman from New York states in his place that 
he has an address from the Republican Reform Club of the city of 
New York, which he desires to have read. Objection is made, and the 
question before the convention is, ** Shall the address be read?" 

The question being put, was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Curtis, in response to repeated calls, ascended the plat- 
form and read the following 

ADDRESS OF THE REFORM CLUB OF NEW YORK. 

To the Republican National Convention of 1876 : 

The Republican Reform Club of the city of New York pray you to 
consider our respectful declaration of what we deem necessary to make 
the Republican party deserve and obtain success in this state, which is 
conceded to be the principal battle-ground of the canvass, and in which 
the apparent strength of the Democratic and Republican parties is 
nearly equal. 

We beUeve that the people wish to keep the Republican party in 
power only upon condition that a new Federal administration shall 
fulfil the promises which were given by the Republican National Con- 
vention of 1872. Without pausing to argue whether they do demand 
something more, certainly they will insist upon nothing less. One of 
those promises committed the Republican party to a speedy resumption 
of specie payments, and another committed it to a thorough reform of 
the civil service. But the only measure that has been enacted toward 
fulfilling the first promise is a statute which pledges the honor of the 
nation to redeem its paper currency with specie on the ist of January, 
1879; and the second promise, after some beneficent experiments, has 
been openly, wilfully, and totally broken by congress and the President. 
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The long delay to resume specie payments keeps the business of the 
country depressed. Confidence is essential to prosperity. There can- 
not be confidence without a stable measure of value, and the only 
stable measure is gold. The neglect to reform the civil service ex- 
poses the people to a greater peril, for it encourages office-holders to 
conspire to keep their places without regard to their fitness for them. 
We leave the Republicans of other states, who are suffering from this 
grievance, to tell you their own story. Speaking for the state of New 
York, we testify to you of our own knowledge and experience, that 
Federal office-holders have here usurped the organization of the Re- 
publican party, and abuse it to exclude large classes of its members 
from any voice in its councils ; that they treat the tenure of their offices 
as depending on the caprice of the Republican senator from this state, 
because he is the patron who dictated their appointment, and not on 
the will of the President or the people ; and that they have banded 
themselves into an odious and intolerable oligarchy which menaces the 
very system of our government. 

We believe that a great majority of the people deeply and justly 
distrust the motives which animate the Democratic party and the 
influences which guide it ; that they are not reasonably hopeful of re- 
form at its hands ; and that they always will be reluctant to confide the 
Federal government to any party which is controlled by men who 
assailed the Union themselves, or sympathised with its assailants. 
Nor is this distrust inconsistent with fraternal feeling to our fellow- 
citizens who were recently in rebellion. But it is neither honest nor 
prudent to speculate upon imputations of disloyalty for a Republican 
success. If you neglect to prove by your resolutions and your nomina- 
tions that the flagrant decay of official faith and integrity, which has 
occurred during the present Federal administration, is not the fault of 
the Republican party itself, but of unfaithful servants, whom you now, 
upon the first opportunity since 1872, are eager to depose, it is our 
solemn conviction that your proceedings will impel the people to put 
the Democratic party into power, for the sake, at least, of a change of 
the administrators of evil, since they cannot obtain from you a remedy 
of the evil itself. 

Under this conviction, we earnestly attest to you our belief that a 
triumph of the Republican party in the approaching elections can be 
obtained only by your nomination of presidential candidates whose 
lives afford a more trustworthy pledge than the resolutions of any con- 
vention that they will spare no effort to fulfil the promises of the Re- 
publican party to resume specie payments speedily, and to emancipate 
the civil service from political control. We declare the desires of 
greater multitudes than our immediate constituency, when we demand 
all the assurances which you can give by your resolutions, and still 
more by your nominations. 

1. That the sacred pledge of the honor of the United States to 
redeem and pay its legal-tender promises on the ist of January, 1879, 
shall be followed by all the legislation needful to fulfil it, and never 
shall be repealed or modified without th€ substitution of an earlier and 
better method of specie resumption. 

2. That all the powers of appointment to office, which are intrusted 
to the Executive by the constitution and the laws, shall be faithfully ex- 
ecuted ; that fixed methods shall be established for the selection of per- 
sons for appointment which shall protect merit against mere influence 

2 
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and favoritism ; that the legislature never shall encroach upon the execu- 
tive in this department of authority, and especially that executive and 
executive powers shall not be confused by the delegation of the power 
of appointment by the President, or any other executive officer, to 
members of congress in order to conciliate their support or promote 
their ambition. 

3. That the tenure of all the offices of the Federal government, 
whose faithful execution does not depend upon the political opinions of 
their holders, shall be independent of those opinions ; and that hon- 
esty, capacity, and fidelity shall become the conditions of obtaining 
and retaining every Federal office. 

Solemnly convinced that a Republican reform, and nothing but a 
Republican reform, can secure that Republican victory for which we 
pray, and to which we are anxious to give our heartiest aid, we be- 
seech you to give us presidential candidates who can secure it, and to 
put no man in nomination who is responsible in any degree for the 
repudiation or evasion of the unfulfilled promises of the Republican 
National Convention of 1872, which it is the highest duty of the Re- 
publican party to renew and redeem. 

A Delegate from New York. I move you that the document which 
has just been read be referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

A Delegate from Montana. I move you that the address be adopted 
as the sense of this convention. 

The reference was ordered. 

A Delegate from Maryland. Unless the Committee on Credentials 
are ready to report, I move that the convention take a recess until 
four o'clock. 

Not agreed to. 

Mr. E. L. Pierce, of Massachusetts. I move that all addresses, me- 
morials, and resolutions be referred to the Committee on Resolutions 
without reading and without debate. 

Mr. J. B. Sener, of Virginia. I hope that the motion will be amend- 
ed so as to except such communications as the chair shall judge should 
be laid before the convention. The wording of the gentleman's res- 
olution is so broad that it will exclude all. 

The Chair. The chair will take care of that. 

Mr. Pierce's motion was put and agreed to. 

At this point calls were made for various speakers, among 
whom was U. S. Senator John A. Logan, of Illinois. General 
Logan came forward, and was introduced by the chairman of 
the convention. He spoke as follows : 

SPEECH OF general LOGAN. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the National Republican Convention: 
I know not what I can say to you that will be of any benefit in direct- 
ing your minds in that duty which you are now called upon to perform. 
You are the chosen representatives of the Republicans of the United 
States of America, assembled here for the purpose of nominating 
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candidates for President and Vice-President upon a Republican plat- 
form, to be voted for at the next November election by the Republi- 
cans of the United States. To recite all that has been done by this 
party of ours, which has been of advantage to the whole people of this 
great country, and to enumerate the many things that have inured to 
the benefit of civilized man, would be a work I cannot now undertake. 
Our coming campaign, in my judgment, however, is to be one of no 
ordinary character. We have the evidence now before us in the dem- 
onstrations that are being made by the opponents of the Republican 
party sufficient to satisfy us that the time has again come for every 
lover of liberty and freedom in this land to buckle on his armor and 
be ready for the fray. That which has been achieved by our arm- 
ies, that which has been made and perfected for the benefit of man- 
kind by the intellect of our party, is before the country, for them to 
decide whether or not that which has been made so far a success shall 
be still continued as a success in this land, or whether all the fruits 
that have b^n gathered by the Republican party and by their exer- 
tions shall be destroyed. It is for you to say whether that which we 
have added to the constitution of the country shall be sustained and 
shall be carried out by the laws that shall be made by the legislative 
department of the government, and which can only be made with 
that department of the government in Republican hands, or whether 
you will turn it over to the hands of those who will legislate in oppo- 
sition to 'the principles that have been embodied in that consti- 
tution by our amendments. To you, then, has this task been referred, 
so far as presenting to the country men that will stand upon this plat- 
form and carry out these principles. Let there be no uncertain sound 
in the platform that shall be adopted by the Republican party here 
to-day. It is not for me to indicate what your committee shall report, 
or what you shall adopt, except to say, as a Republican, Let there be 
no uncertain sound on any question that is at all a vital question before 
the American people. 

This is a Republican convention, and it should be only captured 
by Republicans and only be sustained and supported by Republi- 
cans. I have learned, while being a Republican, that Republicanism 
in this land means liberty, freedom, the enjoyment of happiness, the 
protection under our laws alike to each and every citizen in the con- 
fines of this country, let him come from whence he may, whether 
born in a foreign land or upon our own soil. When you tell me 
that we have power to protect the American citizen on the high 
seas or in foreign lands, I say the government that has power to 
stretch forth its strong arm and protect the American citizen in for- 
eign parts, has the power, and it is its bounden duty, to protect 
him at home. Sirs, the government that will not allow an insult 
to its flag from a foreign foe, but will allow its citizens to be tram- 
pled under foot, deprived of each and every right guaranteed to 
them by the constitution of the land in which they live, that will 
allow them to be plundered and robbed and murdered, is not a 
government of freedom and right, and the way to protect American 
citizens in their rights and in the enjoyment of that to which they are 
entitled under our constitution, is to enforce the laws, and to make such 
laws as will throw safeguards around each and every one of them, and 
to place in the presidential chair the man who will execute the laws for 
the benefit and protection of this people. The man that tells me that 
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the four millions of unoffending people that have been made freemen 
in this land by the voice and the strong arm and will of the Republi- 
cans and Union men of the nation shall not have their rights protected 
the same as ours, but that they may become a prey at any day, or in 
any time or place, to the men who themselves will commit all kinds of 
depredations and fraud for the purpose of enforcing their victims either 
to acquiescence in wrong or into machinations against their friends, 
says that which is against the wishes of the great Republican party. It 
is our duty to say that this shall not be done. 

^ Now, my countrymen, one word in reference to the signs of the 
times. What is it we see and hear all around and about us to-day, 
from those who oppose the success of the Republican party in this 
land? Do they sing the praises of the American nation? Do they 
sing the praises of quiet acquiescence of Americans in the laws of the 
country? Do they go forward to oppose the enemies of civilization, of 
Republicanism, of freedom, and say, " Here we stand with the banner 
of freedom in our hands, and we intend to wave it over this land and 
sustain all that it indicates for civilization " ? Do we find that among 
the enemies of Republicanism ? Most assuredly we do not ! 

We find this to-day. The men in this land who failed of success in 
overturning this government by force of arms, have undertaken, and 
they have had success to a certain extent, to destroy the government 
in a different manner. The destruction of this government is contem- 
plated, not by arms, not by force, but by capturing the government, and 
then nullifying every law and every amendment to the constitution 
that gives that protection to our citizens that we ourselves said they 
should have when they were battling to preserve this nation. How 
do they do it? What is the commencement of this new revolution? — 
for revolution it means, and that is what it is. First, it is the assassi- 
nation of the private character of every leading Republican in the land. 
. The dagger of detraction is to be plunged into the very vitals of 
the men who stand firm against the storms that have been rolling 
against liberty and freedom in this country. 

Sir, every man is to be stricken down who holds a prominent po- 
sition in the Republican party. Every bold, earnest, and aggresssive 
man is to be destroyed ; and when I say this, I have no reftrence to 
any individual. The commencement is this disintegration and destruc- 
tion of the Republican party, by assailing and attacking every man 
that has been a prominent man within its ranks. With their destruc- 
tion, the conquest is simple. 

We need, then, a bold movement on this enemy, and another victory 
will be ours. Sir, I say the men that stand firm and boldly vindicate 
the rights of the people, the principles of Republicanism, — no matter 
who they are or where they live, — should be sustained by the Republi- 
can party, so far as they deserve being sustained. I do not mean this 
by way of saying that I have excuses to make for any one man or set 
of men, but I mean that the rights of the people should be guarded as 
well as they have been guaranteed. 

Then, in conclusion, let me say this : Give us a Republican platform. 
Give us candidates for President and Vice-President that are men 
known to the land. Name them yourselves. I have naught to do 
with that. The man you name is my man. The man you name is 
the Republican standard-bearer, and he is the man that will be elected. 
I dislike to hear it said that we cannot elect this man or that man. The 
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Republican party, if it is true to itself, can elect whomsoever you shall 
nominate. You have collected together as wise men, as discreet men. 
In your hands is reposed the confidence of the Republicans of the 
United States. Whatever your wisdom shall decide, the Republicans 
of this country should be satisfied with and should acquiesce in ; and, 
in my judgment, a Republican, after, having called you together to make 
your nomination, who will fail to support that nomination, is not a true 
and genuine Republican. Now, gentlemen, I hope your deliberations 
will be calm and harmonious ; that when we leave this place all asper- 
ity of feeling that may have arisen during this canvass will be wiped 
out, and that each and every one of us will take our departure to our 
homes satisfied that we have done the best we could for the country. 
Those who are disposed to be dissatisfied, — to them say only that it is 
the best we can do ; that if they cannot be satisfied with that, we can- 
not help it, as we have done all we could do for the benefit of the 
country. Do that, my countrymen, without being deterred in any way, 
and you will satisfy the country, and the country will ratify your choice 
in November. 

After Gen. Logan had concluded, there were loud calls for 
Ex-Gov. Joseph R. Hawley, of Connecticut, who, ascending 
the platform, was introduced by the chairman, and spoke as 
follows : 

SPEECH OF GEN. HAWI.EY. 

Mr. President and Gentleme7t: I am exceedingly sorry that I am 
not in a condition to address you. I wish, indeed, that I could talk 
with interest and power here upon the necessities of the hour, and the 
great duties of the Republican party^ But I am not well ; I have a se- 
vere headache ; and I have much work before me in the meeting of 
the Committee on Resolutions this evening, — so I will say but a word, 
and leave you. 

I wish I could believe, as our gallant and eloquent friend who has 
just addressed you has said, that the Republican party has but to nomi- 
nate and go home and elect. I should be glad to believe this, expressed 
in as strong language as any sanguine temperament could devise ; but 
I am not sure that it is precisely so. There has been growing^ up for 
some time in the country a wide-spread and serious dissatisfaction. It 
is simply common sense to recognize it. No wise officer goes into bat- 
tle without understanding his ground and recognizing the power of his 
enemy. He is well on his way to victory when he has done that. Now, 
gentlemen, when you shall have nominated your candidates and laid 
down your platform, if that platform distinctly expresses and propounds 
sound Republican doctrine, and your candidate be an able, sound, and 
true Republican, I shall go to work with all my heart and all my strength 
to elect him. But now is the time : this afternoon, this night, and 
to-morrow are the precious hours given you to decide what you will 
do and how you will do it. I enter into no particulars, but you know, 
all of you, — there is not a man in this convention who does not know, — 
that you can so conduct yourselves in forty-eight hours that the three 
or four months between now and November will be unavailing. 
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I beg to point to one particular at least, in which it is the high duty 
of the Republican party to take clear, strong, honorable ground, t 
refer to the great questions of debt and of currency. 

I heard an able and eloquent woman arguing once before a committee 
of congress in favor of female suffrage. She said that women might 
not always care to vote, because sometimes there might be pending 
merely financial questions. Merely financial questions ! As if all 
questions involving that description did not carry with them tests of 
moral power, of the honesty and the integrity of the people. There 
is no higher test of our fitness for republican government than a finan- 
cial test. A great country of forty millions can carry on a war. Every- 
body knows it. Summon them to the defence of the country against 
domestic or foreign foes, and we assume it is not difficult to call one or 
two millions into the field; but when the great and exciting contest is 
passed, and it becomes a question of how manufacturers shall carry on 
their work and pay the taxes necessary to raise the interest of the debt 
created by the war, then comes the test, and then come the insidi- 
ous doctrines which have been promulgated by persons who think they 
see short ways to getting rid of the burden. Then we strike the moral 
vitals of the people. You can fight ; but can you resolutely deter- 
mine^ that you will pay every dollar of that debt according to the 
promise? that you will return to sound currency based upon economic 
laws ? We hear much said about the great mysteries and the great and 
puzzling problems of financial science. These difficulties vanish very • 
much when you apply to them the same verv simple test. Tell the 
truth, and fulfil your promise. Do that, and you will solve half of the 
trouble. What do the bonds say? Read it, and do it. What does 
your enforced loan, your legal-tender note promise to do, and what did 
you promise to do when you issued them? Do it. There is no pro- 
found mystery in it, and no extraordinary difficulty in the performance 
of that duty. 

I hold that perhaps the first of our many duties is to bring back 
our currency to a sound basis, to a resumption of specie payments. 
And this not alone as a question of honor and integrity for the na- 
tion, but as an indispensable pre-requisite to the restoration of busi- 
ness prosperity. Our business men are utterlv unable to make any 
calculations with reference to the near future.' They are waiting, in 
some measure, for the results of the campaign, that they may decide 
what to do. And I need not say that there is a profound anxiety through- 
out the whole Republican party, that we shall give new assurances to 
the country that all its afiairs are to be administered with high honor 
and integrity ; that the sacred trusts of office-holders are indeed sacred 
trusts, and not to be trifled with by bold and designing men. 

I do not in any sense despair of the republic, or of the Republican 
party; but we find, however, in the great mass of our party, in the 
mind's eye, a very noble and very high ideal. We have been uplifted, 
under the providence of God during these fifteen years, to see a new 
glory in the constitution and a new glory in the flag ; and when the 
young men of our country — sanguine and hopeful, honorable young 
men — see men in high office trifling with their duties and trading in 
office, winking at corruption, they become dissatisfied ; and that gen- 
eral discontent, now prevailing throughout the country in the minds of 
many men, must not be disregarded by this convention, if you desire 
success. 
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After Gov. Hawley had concluded, there were calls for Ex- 
Gov. Edward F. Noyes, of Ohio, who spoke as follows : 

SPEECH OF EX-GOVERNOR NOYES. 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention : I am under very 
many obligations for the honor of being called upon to-day, but it 
seems to me it would be more modest for me to sit and listen rather 
than to speak in this presence. But as you have done me the honor to 
call upon me, I will say a single word, and a word only. It seems to 
me that a wonderful responsibility is resting upon this convention at 
this time. The people in this centennial year are demanding more 
of their representatives than has ever been asked of public servants 
before. This is a sentiment which we must recognize in all our 
action here. I have no sympathy with the vile slanderers who would 
destroy the reputation of our honest statesmen for political purposes. 
The reputation of our public men is too dear to us for us to afford 
that they should be unjustly destroyed. While we will defend them 
in everything where they are right, yet the spirit of criticism which 
seeks out wrong wherever it exists, and punishes the offender, is noble, 
and I trust will be evermore. 

The Republican party, after its career of sixteen years, challenges 
honest criticism. We refer to our record, and what does it show? 
The shackles stricken off from the limbs of four or five millions 
of our fellow citizens; the ruinous heresy that a state of its own mo- 
tion has a right to destroy our government, has been trampled out 
forever; we have settled that our foreign-born citizens here shall have 
the same rights among us as native-born citizens of the United States, 
and that they shall go up and down the earth protected by the entire 
power of the American government. We are going to settle the 
quesdon that the American people will do as they have promised to 
do, and pay their honest debts as they have promised to pay them. 
We are going to settle the question, that in every part of our country, 
in the South as well as in the North, every man shall be protected in his 
rights of person or property, whether black or white, native or foreign- 
born. 

The Republican party does not forget the millions of our colored 
fellow citizens of the South who stood by our flag, supported by only 
a few white men, and helped us fight the battles of the country. We 
remember that hundreds of these colored soldiers are sleeping 
to-day side by side with those of our heroic dead on fields of battle 
where they fell fighting for the government of the United States. 
Remembering these things, we propose, God helping us, so long as we 
exist as a party organization, to stand by them and their rights. 

Whenever we discover thieves and rascals within the limits of our 
own party, we propose to hunt them out and punish them, and drive 
them out of the party and into the one where they belong. 

As to the candidate of this convention, we, of Ohio, ask only this. 
We fight nobody. We assail no man's reputation. Whoever you 
nominate we will try to elect. But all we want, in the first place, 
is a man who is honest; in the second place, a man of compre- 
hension enough to know what is right and what is wrong; and, 
in the third place, we want a man that is brave enough and strong 
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enough to carry out his convictions. Give us a man of great purity 
of private hfe, and an unexceptional public record,and count on Ohio 
next November. 

The Rev. Henry Highland Garnett, of New York, being 
called for, ascended the stage. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen: I take pleasure in introducing to you 
a man well known before the abolition of slavery in these United 
btates ; a man who helped win the battle as well as his fellow citizens 
ot this nation,— the Rev. Henry Highland Garnett, of New York. 

SPEECH OF THE REV. HENRY HIGHLAND GARNETT. 

Mr, President and Fellow Citizens: I regret extremely that your 
kindness has demanded my appearance upon this platform at this 
time I would have been better satisfied to have listened to other 
gentlemen, whose names are well known, and to hear whom you have 
expressed your desires; and, to prove that I mean what I say, you will 
tind that the remarks which I make shall be exceedingly brief It has 
gratified me much to hear from gentlemen who have claimed your at- 
tention and gained your ear, that one particular desire that lies near 
the hearts of the delegates to this convention, is the purification of the 
government, and the election of men as President and Vice-President 
ot the bnited States who shall not only have the sagacity of know- 
ing what to do, but who shall surround themselves with men who 
know how to do, how to act, how to carry out the desires of the true 
Kepubhcans of this country. There is another thing that I earnestly 
desire, but to which no allusion has been made. Gradfied as I have 
been to hear it announced, by every speaker who has appeared upon this 
plattorm, that it is. your purpose to give protecdon to the men who 
helped to secure the perpetuity ^f this Union, who helped you to lift 
up the old flag from the dust when it was smitten down by disloyal 
hands, let me beg of this convention to notice this : There were men 
trom whose hands the fetters have been smitten, who got together 
their htde earnings, and, by the advice and direcdon of their frtends 
laid It away for a rainy day, and, by the mismanagement of men who 
deceived you, they have been deprived of their litde earnings ; and to- 
day there are aching hearts all over the country, and especially in the 
South. If you can, Mr. President, try in your deliberations to put in a 
little plank that will give security to the freedmen of the South, that 
the suttering which they endure, in consequence of the rascality and 
villainy of the managers of the Freedmen's savings banks, shall 
be set right Don't forget that. If you do it you will have the 
gratitude, and love, and respect of that much injured people. An- 
other thing, m conclusion: You may talk about your banks, your rae 
money, your silver and gold ; you may talk about your civil service as 
much as you please,— but there is one diing that rises in importance 
above all these consideradons. It is this : that in the South as well as 
in the North, every man,— not only the black Republicans, but the 
white Republicans,— shall be permitted to enjoy the highest privilege of 
citizenship at the polls, without being murdered by the pistol and the 
gun-shot. That is all I wish to say. 
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The Chair. The Committee on Resolutions is desired to meet at 
260 Vine street, at seven o'clock this evening. 

A Delegate from Michigan. I move that the convention do now 
adjourn till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 

Loud calls being made for Hon. William A. Howard, of 
Michigan, the motion to adjourn was temporarily withdrawn, 
and Mr. Howard came upon the platform and said : 

SPEECH OF MR. HOWARD. 

Geritletften of the Convention : You will excuse me for sitting while 
I speak. The success of the great Republican party must depend, in 
a great measure, upon enlisting the sympathies of all classes. To do 
that, we seek to give all classes representation here. Eloquent orators 
have already been heard, — leading men in the Republican party. 
Here our colored brother has been heard. Two classes have been 
represented ; and I suppose, sir, that I am indebted for this honor to 
the fact that lam a cripple. Gentlemen, I stand before you [rising to his 
feet] representing the great body of the cripples in the Republican party. 
It is the only claim I have to be heard. But there was a time when I 
was not a cripple. There was a time when I was the only nominee 
for congress under the Republican party under that name, and, for a 
wonder, I was elected. Since that time the Republican party has 
been instrumental in making more history than any party that has ever 
existed under the heavens, and better history. To-day it represents 
certain great principles, certain ideas. 

Liberty has always been the leading characteristic of the party. 
The Democratic party, our opponents,, — they also, as an organization, 
are champions of liberty. They claim the liberty to murder negroes 
and assassinate white men's reputations. We claim that there should 
be in this broad land one manner of citizens, so far as rights are 
concerned. We claim that there should be one manner of laws, 
and that the laws should be enforced in every place in the land. We 
claim that if the Federal government has the right to fight pirates on 
the seas in defence of American citizens, they have the right to fight 
Ku-Klux in our own land. 

Now, fellow citizens, I come from a state where the Republican ban- 
ner has never trailed. A wise general, going into battle, will strengthen 
the weakest parts of the line. I come here to say that Michigan can, 
and will, carry any candidate triumphantly you may nominate, be he 
whom he may. We ask for no reinforcements ; we will hold our fort : 
and yet, looking to the future of the Republican party, we ask that 
you will not fail to meet the demands, the just demands, of the 
people. The great body of the Republican party demand to-day that 
no guilty man shall escape, and that no innocent man shall have his 
reputation assassinated. For these two things, — for the protection of 
every citizen in every part of the land, — we are ready, not only 
to vote, but to fight; and, cripple as I am, I would rather die in the 
ditch than see the Republican party take one step backward. I have 
said that it was a principle of the Republican party that we must have 
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one kind of citizen only, so far as rights are concerned. No matter 
about the color ; no matter about wealth or poverty : if he be a citizen, 
he is entitled to equal protection. The broad principle of our con- 
stitution is simply this : no man in the land is entitled to any privi- 
leges over any other man. This is the principle that underlies our 
whole creed. Do not go back on it. Never fear your enemies. A 
bold fight is the best : we should advance, and not retrograde. But, 
sir, I ought not to have consented to come up here to-day. I did not 
want to. There is a black Douglass in this hall, and while he is not 
much blacker than I am, he is a great deal smarter ; so I hope you will 
let me off and call for him. 

A Delegate from Michigan. I now renew my motion to adjourn 
to lo o'clock to-morrow morning. 

The motion, being put, was lost. 

Mr. Fred. Douglass being loudly called for, stepped forward 
upon the platform. 

The Chair. Gentlemen of the Convention: Frederick Douglass 
needs no introduction anywhere in the United States. 

SPEECH OF MR. DOUGLASS. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the National Republican Convention: 
Allow me to express my deep, my heartfelt gratitude to you for the 
warm, the cordial invitation you have extended to me to make my ap- 
pearance on this platform at this time. The work to which you have 
called me is somewhat new. It is the first time in my life that I have 
ever had the pleasure of looking the Republican party squarely in the 
face. And I must say, — and I hope you will acquit me of everything 
like a disposition to flatter, — that you are a pretty good looking man. 
But I will not detain you here by any attempt at a speech. You have 
had speeches, — eloquent speeches, glorious speeches, wise speeches, 
patriotic speeches ; speeches in respect to the importance of managing 
correctly your currency ; speeches in defence of purity of administra- 
tion; and speeches in respect to the great principles for which you 
struggled, and for which the race to which I belong struggled on the 
battlefield, and poured out their blood. 

The thing, however, in which I feel the deepest interest, and the 
thing in which I believe this country feels the deepest interest, is. that 
the principles involved in the contest which carried your sons and 
brothers to the battlefield ; which draped our Northern churches with 
the weeds of mourning, and filled our towns and our cities with mere 
stumps of men, — armless, legless, maimed, and mutilated ; those for 
which you poured out your blood, and piled a debt for after-coming gen- 
erations higher than a mountain of gold, to weigh down the necks of your 
children and your children's children, — I say that those principles, those 
interests involved in that tremendous contest, ought to be dearer to the 
American people, in the great political struggle now upon them, than 
any other principles we have. 

You say you have emancipated us. You have ; and I thank you for 
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it. You say you have enfranchised us. You have ; and I thank you 
for it. But what is your emancipation? — what is your enfranchisement? 
What does it all amount to, if the black man, after having been made 
free by the letter of your law, is unable to exercise that freedom, 
and, after having been freed from the slaveholder's lash, he is to 
be subject to the slaveholder's shot-gun? Oh! you freed us! You 
emancipated us ! I thank you for it. But under what circumstances 
did you emancipate us ? Under what circumstances have we obtained 
our freedom? Sir, ours is the most extraordinary case of any people 
ever emancipated on the globe. I sometimes wonder that we still exist 
as a people in this country ; that we have not all been swept out of ex- 
istence, with nothing left to show that we ever existed. Look at it. 
When the Israelites were emancipated, they were told to go and bor- 
row of their neighbors, — borrow their coin, borrow their jewels, load 
themselves down with the means of subsistence : after, they should go 
free in the land which the Lord God gave them. When the Russian 
serfs had their chains broken and were given their liberty, the govern- 
ment of Russia — aye, the despotic government of Russia — gave to those 
poor emancipated serfs a few acres of land on which they could live 
and earn their bread. But when you turned us loose, you gave us no 
acres : you turned us loose to the sky, to the storm, to the whirlwind, 
and, worst of all, you turned us loose to the wrath of our infuriated 
masters. 

The question now is. Do you mean to make good to us the promises 
in your constitution? Talk not to me of finance. Talk not of mere 
reform in your administration. I believe there is honesty in the 
American people ; honesty in the men whom you will elect ; wis- 
dom in the men to manage those affairs, — but tell me, if your heart be 
as my heart, that the liberty which you have asserted for the black 
man in this country shall be maintained? You say, some of you, 
that you can get along without the vote of the black man of the 
South. Yes, that may be, possibly ; but I doubt it. At any rate, in 
order to insure our protection hereafter, we feel the need, in the candi- 
date whom you will place before the country, of the assurance that, if 
it be necessary, the black man shall walk to the ballot-box in safety, 
even if we have to bring a bayonet behind us. And I have this 
this feeling, that, if we bring forth either of the gentlemen named here, 
the government of the United States and the moral feeling of the coun- 
try will surround the black voter as by a wall of fire ; and, instead of 
electing your President without the black vote, you may count in the 
number of your victorous Republican states five or six, at least, of 
the old master states of the South. But I have no voice to ad- 
dress you longer; and you may now move, down there, for an ad- 
journment. 

PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 

Mr. Geo. B. Loring, of Massachusetts, then came forward and 
read the following report of the Committee on Organization : 

PRESIDENT. 

Edward McPherson, of Pennsylvania. 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS . 



Alabama, . 
Arkansas, . 
California, . 
Colorado, . 
Connecticut, 
Delaware, . 
Florida, . . 
Georgia, 
Illinois, . . 
Indiana, 
Iowa, . . 
Kansas, . . 
Kentucky, . 
Louisiana, . 
Maine, . . 
Maryland, . 
Massachusetts 
Michigan, . 
Minnesota, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Nebraska, 
Nevada, 
New Hampshire, 



. M. W. Gibbs. 

George S. Evans. 
Henry McAllister. 
Martin J. Sheldon. 

David W. Moore. 



. . R. L. Mott. 

John T. Rinaker. 

James S. Eraser. 

. W. T. Shaw. 

William Martindale. 

. . E. R. Weir. 

George Y. Kelso. 

. . J. B. Brown. 

. James A. Gary. 

P. A. Chadbourne. 

Henry P. Baldwin. 

. . . L. Bogen. 

. M. Shannessee. 

G. A. Finkelnburg. 

. . H. S. Kaley. 

Thomas Wren. 

. E. A. Straw. 



New Jersey, William A. Newell. 
New York, Marshall O. Roberts. 
North Carolina, James H. Harris. 
Ohio, . . Benjamin F. Wade. 
Oregon, . . . .J.H.Foster. 
Pennsylvania, . J. Smith Futhey. 
Rhode Island, . Henry Howard. 
South Carolina, . R. H. Gleaves. 
Tennessee, Horace H. Harrison. 
Texas, . . . . A. B. Norton. 
Vermont, . . . George Howe. 
Virginia, . . . R. H. Carter. 
West Virginia, W. E. Stevenson. 
Wisconsin, . . James Bintliif. 
Arizona, . . D. Forest Porter. 
Dakota, . . Alexander Hughes. 

District of Columbia, 

Idaho, .... Austin Savage. 
Montana, . Benjamin H. Tatem. 
New Mexico, Samuel B. Axtell. 
Utah, . . . James B. McKean. 
Washington, . Ell wood Evans. 
Wyoming, . . William Hinton. 



SECRETARY. 

Irving M. Bean, of Wisconsin. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES. 



Alabama, . 
Arkansas, . 
California, . 
Colorado, . 
Connecticut, 
Delaware, . 
Florida, . . 
Georgia, 
Illinois, . . 
Indiana, 
Iowa, . . 
Kansas, . . 
Kentucky, . 
Louisiana, . 
Maine, . . 
Maryland, . 
Massachusetts 
Michigan, . 
Minnesota, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, . 
Nebraska, . 
Nevada, 



. H. M. Cooper. 

. . Isaac Hecht. 

James B. Osborn. 

John A. Tibbitts. 

John H. Hoffecker. 



J. T. Collins. 

Thos. A. Boyd. 

. . L. Noble. 

J. D. Hunter. 

A. L. Redden. 

. T. E. Burns. 

W. G. Brown. 

C. A. Boutelle. 

F. M. Darby. 

Smith R. Phillips. 

B. D. Pritchard. 

. R. B. Langdon. 

. J. A. Haskins. 

Daniel S. Twitchell. 

R. G. Brown. 

C. N. Harris. 



New Hampshire, Geo. W. Marston. 
New Jersey, James L. M. Stratton. 
New York, . . James W. Husted. 
North Carolina, . T. M. Owen. 
Ohio, . . . L. J. Critchfield. 
Oregon, . . . . . J. B. David. 
Pennsylvania, Henry H. Bingham. 
Rhode Island, Edward L. Freeman. 
South Carolina, Wm. J.McKinley. 
Tennessee, . . J. T. Wilder. 
Texas, .... Adolph Zadek. 
Vermont, . . Mason S. Colburn. 
Virginia, . . . W. N. Stevens. 
West Virginia, . J. D. Ramsdell. 

Arizona, 

Dakota, . . Andrew McHench. 

District of Columbia, 

Idaho, . . . D. P. Thompson. 
Montana, . . W. F. Landers. 
New Mexico, . William Breeden. 
Utah, .... George A. Black. 
Washington, . . T. T. Minor. 
Wyoming, . . . J. M. Carey. 
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And the chairman has been requested to say to the convention, that 
when the questions of contesting delegations from Alabama and Flor- 
ida and the District of Columbia are settled, the vice-presidents and 
secretaries from those states will be reported to the convention. 

A Delegate from Pennsylvania. I move to adopt the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. McClure, of Arkansas. I think the adoption of this report at 
this time is a little premature. There is no gentleman in this conven- 
tion who knows that these gentlemen are delegates to the convention. 
I hope the report will not be adopted until the adoption of the report 
of the Committee on Credentials. Until that time I hope the report 
will not be acted upon. I therefore move that action upon said report 
be deferred until the reception of the report of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 

Mr. LoRiNG. This question was before the committee, and, upon 
turning to the report of the convention at Philadelphia, in 1872, it was 
found that the Committee on Permanent Organization reported before 
the Committee on Credentials, and it was on that account that this 
report has been made, feeling that the convention has a perfect right 
to accept it or not, as they please, and that provision has been made 
for the contesting delegations by the report of the committee. 

Mr. Mason, of New York. I move that the report be adopted, so 
far as relates to those states where there is no question of contest, and 
that the remainder — 

The Chair. That motion is not in order. 
^ A Delegate from Maryland. I move to lay upon the table the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Arkansas to postpone. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. McClure. I submit this point of order, — that the motion to 
lay upon the table carried with it the subject-matter of the original 
motion. 

The Chair. The convention has adopted no rules, and therefore 
must make its own rules as it goes along. The Chair therefore decides 
that the motion to lay upon the table only carried with it the motion of 
the gentleman from Arkansas to lay upon the table. The question 
therefore recurs upon the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
to adopt the report of the Committee. 

The question being put, the report of the committee was 
adopted, and the officers named declared duly elected. 

THE permanent CHAIRMAN. 

The Chair. The first business now in order, and the only business, 
is to surrender the chair to the permanent chairman named by the Com- 
mittee on Organization. The chair therefore names Messrs. Orton of 
New York, Donnan of Iowa, and McCormick of Arizona, as a commit- 
tee to conduct the permanent chairman to the platform. 

Mr. McPherson came forward, accompanied by the escort, 
and was greeted with cheers. 
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The retiring Chairman said : I take pleasure in introducing as your 
permanent president the Hon. Edward McPherson, of Pennsylvania. 

SPEECH OF MR. m'pHERSON. 

Gentlemen of the Convention: None of you know better than myself 
how entirely unworthy I am of this high distinction. It has come to 
me not only unsought, but with a feeling of absolute and uncontrolla- 
ble surprise. But I have been reared in a school of duty ; and in the 
politics of Pennsylvania it is a fundamental doctrine, that every Re- 
publican shall do his whole duty ; and, therefore, I am here to accept the 
honor tendered by your committee and ratified by yourselves, as an 
honor tendered to the great commonwealth which has sent me as one 
of Its delegates to this convention, which, since 1856, in no one of the 
great contests has ever faltered, and which, in this centennial of the 
nation, determined, inflexible, defiant, turning its face to the enemy 
striped all over with treason and malignity and hate at everything that 
IS national, has determined to roll up for the nominees of this conven- 
tion such a vote as will entitle her to continue to be what she has been 
—and I say it with all respect— forenjost in the Republican column. 
Ine chair is ready for business. 

Mr. Carter, of Virginia. I move that the rules of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be adopted for the government of this convention. 

A Delegate from Pennsylvania. That belongs to the Committee 
on Rules. * 

Mr. John Cessna, of Pennsylvania. I desire to announce that the 
Committee on Rules and Order of Business, not being able to find a 
^r f of meeting, will meet this afternoon, at four o'clock, in the parlor 
of the Gibson house. 

The President. I would suggest the appointment of a member of 
the Committee on Resolutions to take my place, vacated bv mv elec- 
tion to this position. ^ ^ 

Mr. CuMBACK. I move that the convention do now adjourn till ten 
o clock to-morrow morning. 

W^hich was agreed to, and the President declared the con- 
vention so adjourned. 



Second Day— Thursday, June 15, 1876. 
It having been generally understood that the convention had 
adjourned to meet at eleven o'clock this morning, the Pres- 
ident v^aited until that hour before calling the body to order. 
He announced that prayer would be offered by the Rev. George 
B. Beecher, of the First Presbyterian church of Cincinnati. 

OPENING PRAYER. 

Almighty and ever-living God! Our father's God and our God! 
We look to thee for strength and guidance. Thine is the dominion and 
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the power and the wisdom. Thou hast been the God of our fathers ; and 
when, in other times of trouble they called on thee, thou heardst and 
helpst them. Thou hast been our God, and, in our days of trial, thou 
didst defend and shield us. We acknowledge that the power is thine ; 
that it is not of us or of our fathers that is the greatness of this land, 
but due is it all to thy. goodness f and now we thank thee for it : and as 
thou hast ruled in our midst in the years that are past, rule thou still 
over us. Be thou our God and our wisdom ; and grant, we pray thee, 
our Father in heaven, that all we do this day may be to thy honor and 
glory. We pray thee that thou wilt be here this day, giving to those 
who are gathered here for this great and responsible work thy Spirit 
and thy guidance. Grant, we pray thee, that as thou hast for thy 
people of old, and as thou hast for us in other days, raised up great 
leaders to go out and in before thy people, so to-day wilt thou raise up 
a great leader, that shall go out and in before this nation, and lead them 
in the paths of righteousness and truth. We pray thee to this end 
that thou wilt choose for us : and grant, we beseech thee, that thy Spirit 
may be here in the hearts of thy servants, so that they shall be kept 
from every wrong decision ; that they shall be guided into every right 
decision. We pray thee that thou wilt drive away all low and all earth- 
born passions, if such there be, all selfishness, all prejudice, all pride, 
and all hatred and strife ; and grant, we pray thee, that an unselfish 
devotion to public good, a love for country, for humanity, and for God, 
may fill every breast, and produce harmony and peace and unity. And 
grant, we pray thee, that divine wisdom may characterize the proceed- 
ings of this hour and the principles that shall go forth from this 
assembly, so that purity and righteousness and peace may prevail 
throughout the length and breadth of our land. 

Bless, we pray thee, the oflScers of this meeting. Give them strength 
for the duties devolving upon them. Bless our nation. Bless, we 
pray thee, all those that are in authority : our chief magistrate, and all 
his counsellors and advisers. Bless the nations of the earth : and grant 
that thy kingdom, which is righteousness, and peace, and joy, may fill 
the whole earth. And as all the strength and wisdom comes from 
thee, so unto thee be all the honor and glory, forever and ever. Amen, 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. George F. Hoar, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman : I am re- 
quested to present to this convention the memorial of a large class of 
our citizens, who are excluded from any representation here, or from 
any share in the government of the country. I desire to present the 
memorial of the National Woman Suffrage Association. Under the 
order adopted yesterday, this memorial goes to the Committee on Res- 
olutions at once; but I desire to move that Mrs. Sarah J. Spencer, 
who has been deputed by the association for that purpose, be heard 
by the .convention for ten minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The President. I have the pleasure of presenting to the convention 
Mrs. Sarah J. Spencer. 

REMARKS of MRS. SPENCER. 

Citize7is of the United States— Members of the National Republican 
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Convention : The request would not have been made to this conven- 
tion that any woman's voice should be heard in a convention of men 
called by men for men, if yesterday, when the grand opportunities were 
presented, your noble speakers had remembered that there were women 
citizens in the United States who had no voice in this honorable body. 
The first plank in your platform of 1872 declares that ** the Republican 
party has emancipated four millions of slaves, and has established uni- 
versal suffrage." Where were the ten million women, — citizens of the 
United States? When will you make this high-sounding declaration 
true ? The second plank in your platform declares that you have estab- 
lished **justice, perfect liberty, and perfect equality for all." Where 
are the wives and mothers and daughters of this republic? In plank 
14, it begins to dawn upon the Republican party that there are women 
in the United States ; and plank 14 reads, — 

**The Republican party is mindful of its obligations to the loyal 
women of America, for their noble devotion to the cause of free- 
dom. Their admission to wider fields of usefulness is viewed with sat- 
isfaction ; and the honest demands of any class of citizens for addi- 
tional rights should be treated with respectful consideration." 

Yesterday, when Gen. Logan, who voted for us in the United States 
senate, forgot to mention us, I reminded him of it. He said, — "I for- 
got the women." I said, — ** Beware, lest ten millions of women in the 
United States, with the ballot in their hands, forget you." When Fred- 
erick Douglass, yesterday, also forgot the women, I reminded him that 
to a woman — to Harriet Beecher Stowe — he owed more than to all 
the men of the United States. 

Frederick Douglass once said that the proposition had been estab- 
lished for men, that a man's head is his head, his body is his body, his 
feet are his feet, and if he chooses to run away with them it is nobody's 
business. Now we want the proposition established for women, that a 
woman's head is her head, her body is her body, her feet are her feet, 
her hands are her hands, and that she should hold in them the ballot 
for self-protection. 

The Republican party promised to give our claims respectful atten- 
tion in 1872. It cannot afford to recede in four years. It cannot 
afford to stand still, for to be still is to die. Nothing is still that lives. 
It must move forward. In this bright new century, let me ask you to 
win to your side the women of the United States— the wives, daughters, 
and sisters of this republic. 

The follow^ing is the memorial presented, but not read : 

To the President and Members of the Republican National Convention : 
Gentlemen : The National Woman Suffrage Association asks you to 
place in your platform the following plank : 

^* Resolved, That the right to the use of the ballot inheres in the 
citizens of the United States." 

We ask the insertion of this plank. We propose no change of 
fundamental principles. Our question is as old as the nation. Our 
government was framed on the political basis of the consent of the 
governed. From July 4, 1776, until the present year, 1876, the nation 
has constantly advanced toward a fuller practice of our fundamental 
theory that the governed are the source of all powers. Your nominat- 
ing convention occurs in the centennial year of the republic, and is a 
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most opportune moment for the reaffirmation and complete recognition 
of these principles. Our government has not yet answered the end for 
which it was formed, while one half the people of the United States 
are deprived of the right of self-government. Before the Revolution, 
Great Britain claimed the right to legislate for the colonies in all cases 
whatsoever. The men of the nation now as unjustly claim the right to 
legislate for women in all cases whatsoever. The call for your nom- 
inating convention invited the cooperation of all voters who desire to 
inaugurate and enforce the rights of every citizen, including the full 
and free exercise of the right of suffrage. Women are citizens, de- 
clared to be so by the highest legislative and judicial authorities, but 
they are citizens deprived of a full and free exercise of the right of 
suffrage. Your platform of 1872 declared, — **The Republican party, 
mindful of its obligations to the loyal women of the nation for their 
noble devotion to the cause of freedom." Devotion to freedom is no 
new thing for the women of this nation. From the earliest history of 
our country, woman has shown herself as devoted as man to the cause 
of freedom. At every vital period in the nation's life, from the Revo- 
lution to the present hour, woman has stood by the side of father, 
husband, son, and brother, in defence of liberty. The heroic and self- 
sacrificing deeds of the women of the Revolution must not be forgot- 
ten. Men and women then fought together for liberty. Together, 
men and women have made the country what it is ; and to-day, in this 
hundredth year of our existence, the women of the country, as mem- 
bers of the nation, as citizens of the United States, ask national 
recognition of their right of suffrage. The Declaration of Indepen- 
dence struck a blow at every existent form of government by declaring 
the individual the source of all power. Upon this, one newly pro- 
claimed truth over native error arose ; but if states may deny suffrage 
to any classes, according to the Minor v. Hoppersott decision of the 
supreme court, a decision rendered under the auspices of the Republi- 
can party against suffrage as a constituent element of United States 
citizenship, we have nothing truly national in the character of this 
government. National supremacy does not chiefly mean the power to 
levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, and establish commerce. 
It means national protection and security in the exercise of the right 
of self-government, which comes alone by and through the use of the 
ballot. Even granting the premise of the supreme court decision, — 
** that the constitution of the United States does not confer suffrage on 
any one," — our national life does not date from that instrument. The 
constitution is not the original declaration of rights. It was not framed 
until eleven years after our existence as a nation, nor fully ratified until 
nearly fourteen years after the commencement of our national life. 
This centennial celebration of our nation's birth does not date from 
the constitution, but from the declaration of independence. The de- 
clared purpose of our civil war was the settlement of the question of 
supremacy between the states and the United States. The documents 
sent out by the Republican party in this present campaign 'warn the 
people that the Democrats intend another battle for state sovereignty, 
to be fought this year at the ballot-box. The National Woman's Suf- 
frage Association calls your attention to the fact that the Republican 
party itself has reopened the battle, and now holds the anomalous 
position of having settled the question of state sovereignty in, the case 
of black men, and again opened it through the Minor-Hoppersott de- 
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cision, not only in the case of women citizens, but also in the case of 
men citizens, for all other causes save those specified in the fifteenth 
amendment. You have yet another opportunity to retrieve your party 
from this false position. The political power of this country has always 
shown itself superior to judicial powers, the latter ever shaping and 
basing its decisions on the policy of the Democratic party. A pledge, 
therefore, by your convention to secure national protection, enfran- 
chisement, perfect equality of rights, civil and political, to all citizens, 
will so define the policy of the Republican party as to open a way to a 
full and final adjustment of this question. Aside from these higher 
motives of justice, we would suggest your adoption of this principle of 
equal rights to women as a means of securing your own future exist- 
ence. The party that ceases to respect the vital principles of truth 
and justice is the party that dies. If you would have the party of the 
future be the Republican party, you must now take the broad, noble 
ground of citizens' suffrage. By this step you will pay the most honor 
to your ancestors ; by this act you will do most to promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to yourselves and your pos- 
terity ; by this act you will reduce to practice the theory of a hundred 
years, and establish a genuine republic that shall know no class, caste, 
race, or sex, where all the people are citizens, and all the citizens are 
equal before the law. 

On behalf of the National Woman's Suffrage Association. 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY. 

REPORT ON RULES AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The President. The first business in order is the report of the 
Committee on Rules and Order of Business. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pennsylvania. Mr, Chairman : On behalf of the 
Committee on Rules and Order of Business, I beg leave to submit the 
following report : 

To the Honorable the President and Members of the Republican Na- 
tional Convention : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the matter of rules and order 
of business, beg leave to submit the following rules, including the 
order of business, for the government of this convention, as follows, 
to wit : 

Rule I. Upon all subjects before the convention the states shall be 
called in alphabetical order, and next the territories and the District of 
Columbia. 

Rule 2. Each state shall be entitled to double the number of its sen- 
ators and representatives in congress, according to the late apportion- 
ment, and each territory and the District of Columbia shall be entitled 
to two votes. The votes of each delegation shall be reported by its 
chairman. 

Rule 3. The report of the Committee on Credentials shall be disposed 
of before the report of the Committee on Platform and Resolutions is 
acted upon ; and the report of the Committee on Platform and Resolu- 
tions shall be disposed of before the convention proceeds to the nomi- 
nation of candidates for President and Vice-President. 

Rule 4. In making the nominations for President and Vice-President, 
in no case shall the calling of the roll be dispensed with when it shall 
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appear that any candidate has received the majority of the votes cast. 
The president of the convention shall announce the question to be, 
»* Shall the nomination of the candidate be made unanimous ?"^but, if 
no candidate shall have received a majority of the votes, the chair shall 
direct the vote to be again taken, which shall be repeated until some 
candidate shall have received a majority of the votes cast ; and when 
any state has announced its vote, it shall so stand until the ballot is an- 
nounced, unless in case of numerical error. 

Rule 5. When a majority of the delegates of any two states shall de- 
mand that a vote be recorded, the same shall be taken by states, terri- 
tories, and the District of Columbia— the secretary calling the roll of 
the states and territories in the order heretofore stated, and the District 
of Columbia. 

Rule 6. In the record of the votes by states, the vote of each state, 
territory, and the District of Columbia shall be announced by the chair- 
man; and, in case the votes of any state, territory, or the District of 
Columbia shall be divided, the chairman shall announce the number 
of votes cast for any candidate, or for or against any proposition. 

Rule 7. When the previous question shall be demanded by the ma- 
jority of the delegates from any state, and the demand seconded by two 
or more states, and the call sustained by a majority of the convention, 
the question shall then be proceeded with and disposed of according to 
the rules of the House of Representatives in similar cases. 

Rule 8. No member shall speak more than once upon the same ques- 
tion, nor longer than five minutes, unless by leave of the convention, 
except that delegates, presenting the name of a candidate, shall be al- 
lowed ten minutes in presenting the name of such candidate. 

Rule 9. The rules of the House of Representatives shall be the rules 
of this convention, so far as they are applicable and not inconsistent 
with the foregoing rules. 

Rule 10. A Republican National Committee shall be appointed, to 
consist of one member from each state, territory, and district repre- 
sented in this convention. The roll shall be called,, and the delegation 
from each state, territory, and district shall name, through their chair- 
man, a person to act as a member of such committee. 

JOHN. CESSNA, Chairman. 

R. A. Dawson, Secretary. 

DEBATE ON THE REPORT. 

Mr. Eugene Hale, of Maine. I move to strike from Rule 3 that 
part of it which postpones th^e nomination of candidates until after the 
adoption of the platform. 

Mr. Cessna. I rise to a point of order. I make a motion to recom- 
mit, my object being to secure the division of the report, as it appears 
that the convention desire to discuss it. I ask that the report be 
divided into two divisions, — the first division to embrace the whole of 
it except Rule 3, and the second to embrace Rule 3. 

Mr. Hale. That will be perfectly satisfactory. I had no indication 
of the object of the gentleman. I oppose the rule, because I do 
not believe it is usual in bodies of this kind to adopt the platform be- 
fore the nominations are made. 

Mr. Cessna. If there be no other objection, I ask that this report 
be divided as indicated. 
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Mr. SiLLiMAN, of New York, said he desired, before the question 
should be put upon the adoption of the report, to suggest an amend- 
ment, as follows : 

Resolved, That after each ballot, and until some candidate shall 
receive a majority of the votes cast, this convention will take a recess 
for the space of half an hour. 

Mr. SiLLiMAN. I will state, in another word, that this will enable 
the delegates from each state to meet, confer, consult, and decide upon 
their next ballot, and also to consult with other delegations. 

Mr. Cessna. I desire to suggest to the convention, that, in my judg- 
ment, the desirability, if not the necessity, of having some rules, will 
very soon appear; and I now say to my friend from New York, that, if 
he will let the vote be taken on the first division, I will not object to 
his offering that as a new rule to come in at the end of the report. 

Mr. Silliman withdrew his amendment temporarily. 

The President. The proposition, of which notice was given by 
the gentleman from New York, of the proposed amendment to the 
report of the committee, will be read. Although it has been tempo- 
rarily withdrawn, it may be renewed after the division of the report 
itself. It will now be re-read for information only. 

The secretary read the amendment for the information of 
the convention. 

The President. The previous question has been called upon the 
adoption of the report,— the report being divided into two parts, the 
first to embrace the whole of it except Rule 3. The secretary will read 
Rule 3 for information. 

The secretary read the rule, as follows : 

** The report of the Committee on Credentials shall be disposed of be- 
fore the report of the Committee on Platform and Resolutions is acted 
on ; and the report of the Committee on Platform and Resolutions shall 
be disposed of before the convention proceeds to the nomination of 
candidates for President and Vice-President." 

The President. The question on the adoption of that rule is re- 
served; and the pending question is on the adoption of the remaining 
rules. 

The remaining rules were then adopted by a unanimous 
vote. 

Mr. Cessna. I move to reconsider and lay upon the table. 
The President. That is unanimously agreed to, no objection be- 
ing made. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption of Rule 3. 

Mr. Hale. I move to strike out that portion of the rule that post- 
pones the balloting for candidates until after the platform is settled. I 
do not object, and cannot conceive of any one objecting, to the first 
part of the rule, that the report of the Committee on. Credentials shall 
be first settled, and therefore do not desire to antagonize the whole 
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rule. I move to strike out the last part of it, which the secretary will 
please read . 

The secretary read as follows : 

** And the report of the Committee on Platform and Resolutions shall 
be disposed of before the convention proceeds to the nomination of 
candidates for President and Vice-President." 

The President. The proposition is to strike from the rule the 
words read, so that the rule will stand as follows : 

** The report of the Committee on Credentials shall be disposed of be- 
fore the report of the Committee on Platform and Resolutions is acted 
on." 

Mr. Cessna. Before the vote is taken, I desire to know if my friend 
from Maine wishes to discuss the amendment. 

Mr. Hale. The whole point presented by my motion, Mr. Presi- 
dent, must be so clear that I do not desire before this body of men to 
take up their time. I will only say that so far as my knowledge goes, 
neither in local or state conventions or national conventions, where I 
have attended before, has the platform or the resolutions of the party 
been presented before the nomination and selection of candidates. I 
believe, sir, that gentlemen present will see, that unless this motion of 
mine be carried, this convention may remain here for hours, uneasy and 
impatient, with nothing essential to do, while the Committee on Reso- 
lutions may be waiting, debating upon their report. 

Mr. S. W. Kellogg, of Connecticut. Was that not the case in 
i860, when President Lincoln was first nominated? 

Mr. Hale. I am informed by gentlemen about me .that it was not. 
The gentleman has had more experience than I, and was perhaps 
present at that convention. 

Mr. Kellogg. I was not. I understand the Committee on Plat- 
form will be ready to report in five minutes. Therefore I do not see 
any necessity for changing the rule. 

Mr. Hale. That only places the result of the deliberations of the 
committee before the convention, and leaves us engaged upon resolu- 
tions to be first considered, when I believe that the feeling of the gen- 
tlemen I see before me now is that when the organization of this con- 
vention is completed we should proceed at once to the nomination of 
its candidates. 

Mr. G. W. Hotchkiss, of New York. Mr. Chairman : In i860 
we made a platform before we placed our candidates upon it. Prac- 
tically it may make no difference to-day, but theoretically it would 
be an absurdity to place a man on horseback before you get your horse. 
If there ever was a time in the history of the Republican party when 
we needed deliberation in our proceedings, it is to-day. In behalf of 
New York, I ask this convention that they make no forced march, but 
first let us know what our platform demands of the candidates. You 
may make a platform that will lessen the number of candidates ma- 
terially. In i860 the Republican party was composed of elements that 
had not come together and congealed, and they had to know what the 
principles of the party were in order to get a fit candidate. More new 
questions exist to-day in the Republican party than existed in i860. 
We had then an overshadowing question. Now we are circumstanced 
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diiferently, and every speaker upon that stand has told us that we were 
to meet new issues and new questions. Let us know what new ques- 
tions we are to agree upon; then we can put forward a candidate 
reflecting our views, and he must be a candidate who is known and 
assured to be a fit exponent of those views, an earnest one, and not 
one who has to make up his mind after the platform is made. 

Mr. NOYES, of Ohio. The gentleman from Maine is decidedly mis- 
taken in his history of i860. As the gentleman has just stated, the 
platform was reported before the candidate was nominated eight years 
ago. I am informed by Lieutenant-Governor Lee, of the New York 
delegation, who was then one of the Committee on Resolutions, that the 
convention waited a long time for the Committee on Resolutions to 
report. As the gentleman says, it is absurd to nominate a candidate 
until you know what he is to stand upon. It may make all the differ- 
ence in the world when a platform is reported. It might turn out that 
one candidate was fitted to it, and another was not. 

Mr. Cessna. Mr. Chairman : I have no feeling whatever on this 
subject. I consider it, however, but proper and fair that, on behalf of 
my committee, I should stand by what was its unanimous action as to 
the report to this convention. The resolution which is now pending 
for adoption before this body has neither an ''i" dotted nor a **t" 
crossed from the resolution and the rule, and its number is the same 
adopted by the last national convention, held in 1872. I beg to say 
to my friend from Maine, and any other gentlemen who entertain 
different views, that this rule is not introduced, and it is not now advo- 
cated, by the present speaker at least, in the interest of any candidate, 
nor in a spirit of opposition to any other candidate. I believe a plat- 
form should be made, and I believe, as my friend has said, that if ever 
there was a time when deliberation was necessary at the hands of a 
national convention, that hour is now. I have been in conventions in 
former times, and I know and I feel to-day, that if we go to work and 
nominate our ticket before we make our platform, one half of the dele- 
gates will be on their way home before we get to the platform, and 
there will be no deliberation or discussion of it. 

Mr. Hale. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. Cessna. Certainly. 

Mr. Hale. My main point in making the motion was to have some- 
thing for the convention to do. I wish to ask if the chair has authori- 
tative information that the Committee on Resolutions is ready to report. 

The President. The chair has not ; but the chairman of the com- 
mittee is present. 

Mr Cessna. This is a matter of very immaterial difference, because, 
under the rules, I would state to my friend from Maine, that the report 
of the Committee on Credentials must be considered before the report 
of the Committee on Resolutions, and before any nominations ; and, 
from what I have heard in relation to that report, I think my friend from 
Maine will find that we have enough to do when that report comes in. 

Mr. Hale. I only asked the question to get from my friend from 
Rhode Island the information whether the committee was ready to re- 
port. 

A Delegate from Rhode Island. I am so informed by my colleague 
on that committee. 

Mr. Hale. Then, Mr. President, I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. Cessna. I demand the previous question. 
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The previous question was ordered, and the motion agreed 
to ; and Rule 3 was adopted as reported by the committee. 

THE QUESTION OF A RECESS AFTER EACH BALLOT. 

The President. The next business in order is the motion of Mr. 
Silliman, from New York, for the addition of a new rule. The secre- 
tary will read the proposition made by the gentleman from New York, 
which is now pending as an addition. 

The secretary read as follows ; 

Resolved, That after each ballot, and until some candidate shall 
receive a majority of the votes cast, this convention will take a recess 
for the space of half an hour. 

Cries of "No!" "No!" 

The President. Is the convention ready for the vote ? 

Mr. Silliman, Perhaps the necessity of the resolution will appear, 
when I state that after each ballot is taken each delegation may wish to 
have time to consult and confer with other delegations. 

Mr. Van Zandt, of Rhode Island. I trust, before the motion is 
put, it may be amended ; and I offer as an amendment, that, before the 
thirty minutes recess be taken, each delegation, or the chairman of 
each delegation, shall be suitably labelled for what they ask, and 
whether they take **cash" or "country produce." 

A Delegate from Virginia. I move to lay on the table. 

The president put the vote on laying on the table the motion 
of the gentleman from New York, which provides that after 
each ballot there shall be a recess of thirty minutes ; and the 
motion to lay on the table was adopted. 

The President. The next business in order is the report of the 
Committee on Credentials. Mr. John T. Ensor, of Maryland, chairman 
of the Committee on Credentials, will now read the report. 

Mr. Ensor read the following report : 

REPORT OF committee ON CREDENTIALS. 

The Committee on Credentials have attended to the duties assigned 
them, and respectfully report that full delegations are present from all 
the states and territories, with the following exceptions : 

The states of North Carolina and Nevada each have one absent del- 
egate, and the committee recommend that in each of these cases the 
delegates present be authorized to cast the full vote of their respective 
states. 

No seats are contested, except from the states of Alabama, Florida, 
and the District of Columbia, and the committee recommend that the 
following delegates and alternates be admitted from Alabama, viz. : 
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Delegates 

Jeremiah Haralson. 
Willard Warner. 
Samuel F. Rice. 
Wm. H. Smith. 



AT LARGE. Alternates, 

James Q. Smith. 
Charles W. Buckley. 
George M. Duskin. 
George F. Sommerville. 



DISTRICTS. 



Patrick Robinson. 
George W. Sewell. 
James R. Treadwell. 
J. A. C. Parker. 



I — Morris D. Wickersham. 

Frank H. Threatt. 
2 — Robert A. Knox. 

Hershal D. Cashin. 
3 — M. S. Patterson. 

Robert T. Smith. 
4 — James V. McDuffie. 

Green S. W. Lewis. 
S—Charles H. Miller. 

William H. Nichols. 
6 — ^J. A. Cowdery. 

William Miller. 
7 — ^Joseph W. Burke. 

Robert A. Mosely. 
8— J. R. Coffrey. 

Thomas Masterson. 

Your committee also recommend that the following delegates and 
alternates be admitted to seats from Florida, viz. : 



Delegates, 
S. B. Conover. 
W. J. Purman. 
John G. Long. 
John R. Scott. 



AT LARGE. Alternates, 

Reuben S. Smith. 
Wm. J. Stewart. 
Geo. W. Witherspoon. 
Joseph E. Lee. 



DISTRICTS. 



I — Manuel Gorin. 

Peter W. Bryant. 
2 — Harrison Reed. 

J. W. Menard. 

Your committee also recommend that the following delegates and 
alternates be admitted to seats from the District of Columbia, viz. : 



James D. Thompson. 
John W. Wyatt. 
G. J. Arnold. 
Thos. W. Long. 



Delegates, 

S. J. Bowen. 
A. M. Green. 



Alternates, 

Andrew Gleason. 
C. Crusor. 



The state of Arkansas has elected twenty-four delegates, who are all 
present, and the committee recommend that they all be admitted to 
seats in the convention, with the right to cast the twelve votes to which 
their state is entitled. 

JOHN T. ENSOR, Chairman, 

DAVID ATWOOD, Secretary, 

Mr. Heaton, of North Carolina. I desire to correct an error in the 
report. At the time the committee first met, the North Carolina dele- 
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gation was not full, but now, I am pleased to say, it is full, Mr. Russell, 
delegate from the first district, having arrived. 

Mr. Charles N. Harris, of Nevada, read the following 
minority report of the Committee on Credentials : 

MINORITY REPORT. 

The undersigned, members of the Committee on Credentials, feel 
constrained to differ from the report of the majority of the committee, 
in so far as the same relates to the seating of the delegates from Ala- « 
bama. From the limited opportunities afforded the committee to in- 
vestigate this case, the minority are led to the conclusion that the 
delegation from Alabama, headed by Hon. Geo. E. Spencer, is the 
only legitimate and truly representative delegation applying for admis- 
sion to this convention from that state. We base our opinion on the 
following facts and considerations : 

In August of 1874, a Republican state convention was held at the 
city of Montgomery, Alabama, for the nomination of state officers, to 
be voted for in that state for that year. There was at this time no fac- 
tion in the party in the state. All Republicans were represented in the 
convention, and were satisfied with its action. This convention ap- 
pointed a state executive committee, consisting of twelve members, to 
conduct the succeeding campaign, and to act for and in behalf of the 
party in the state in all things until the convention to be called in 1876, 
two years thereafter. The committee met and elected as chairman 
Charles E. Mayer. The campaign was conducted under the auspices 
of this committee, and its actions were acquiesced in by all except the 
Democrats, so far as the minority of your committee are informed. 
These facts are undisputed. A quorum of this committee met in 
Montgomery on February 2, 1876, under the call of its chairman, and 
put forth a call for the convention of May 24, 1876, which assembled 
and sent to this convention the delegation headed by Mr. Spencer. If 
there be any virtue in legitimacy and regularity, the convention held on 
May 24, last past, was the regular Republican state convention of Ala- 
bama, and the delegation sent by that convention to represent the 
RepubHcan voters of Alabama, in our body, are the delegates that 
should be admitted. 

The delegation, headed by S. F. Rice, while admitting, as we under- 
stand, the facts as above set forth, claim that on December the 29th 
the committee created by the last state convention was reorganized by 
the committee itself, in obedience to the demands of a mass meet- 
ing held at Montgomery on said day. The claim, briefly stated, is as 
follows : That when the original committee was created in 1874, there 
were but six congressional districts in the state, and the committee 
was formed by appointing two members of the committee from each of 
said congressional districts ; but that at the session of the legislature 
for 1874-5 the congressional districts of the state were reorganized, by 
reason of the increased representation allowed Alabama in the lower 
house of congress by the new apportionment, and eight districts were 
created, thus creating two new congressional districts in the state, and 
changing the boundaries of the old districts. The claim is, that this 
rendered a reorganization of the state executive committee necessary. 
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in order that each district might be represented thereon, and that the 
committee, in compliance with the demands of the mass meeting be- 
fore referred to, met and added twelve new members to itself for this 
purpose. The committee, as thus constituted, would be one of twenty- 
four members, and not twelve. The minority of your committee, from 
the best information they have been able to gain, find it to be true 
that a mass meeting was held in the city of Montgomery on the 29th 
day of December, 1875 ; but its representative character is denied, the 
organization, headed by Mr. Spencer, claiming that it was local in its 
character, and that it represented only the county of Montgomery, with 
trifling exceptions. We find it to be true, further, that some members 
of the committee did, at the dictation of this mass meeting, consent 
to^ elect twelve new members to be added to the twelve already con- 
stituting the committee ; but we find that this action was not taken by 
the committee itself, after having been duly called by its recognized 
chairman. Members cJf the committee, being in the city at the time, 
voluntarily assembled and took the action as stated. Such action, had 
under such circumstances, is diametrically opposed to every idea en- 
tertained by us of order or regularity in a political body, or of legality 
in a legislative body. 

^This convention, yesterday, adjourned until this morning at ten 
o'clock. If, at ten o'clock last night, four hundred of its members had 
assembled in this hall and pretended to nominate candidates for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, without notification to or the acquiescence of 
the other three hundred and odd members, it would be a precisely par- 
allel case. The committee afterwards, under the regular call of its 
chairman, assembled, and refused to recognize or acquiesce in the ac- 
tion of its members at the former unauthorized meeting. This fact 
shows that the committee have never acquiesced in the action first 
taken; and subsequent events show that the Republican party has 
never acquiesced therein. But we do not recognize the right of a com- 
mittee, even if regularly called and fully attended, to increase or dimin- 
ish its number, or to change its constitution in any form. Any attempt 
to do so is but an attempt at revolution, and can never have validity, 
except when universally acquiesced in by the party, wherein sovereignty 
in such matters rests. The convention that created the committee did 
not confer on it the power of making a new committee. It clothed the 
committee with the power and responsibility of conducting the affairs 
of the party, and not for the purpose of having it divide that power and 
responsibility with others unknown to and unrecognized by the conven- 
tion. ^ ^ 

These considerations derive additional force, when the pretext upon 
which the pretended reorganization was based is fully considered. That 
pretext is, that the reorganization of the congressional districts ren- 
dered a reorganization of the state executive committee necessary. 
But, in our view, such was not the case. It is presumed that the con- 
gressional districts were taken as the basis of representation on the 
committee, because they were fair geographical divisions of the state ; 
and it was the desire of the state convention to give each section of the 
state representation on the committee. The addition of new districts, 
then, or the abolition of old ones, could not change those geographical 
divisions. They still existed, and each section of the state was as well 
represented on the committee after as before the change in the districts. 
Further : we understand it to be a fact, that the law creating the new 
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districts does not go into effect until November, 1876. According to 
party usage, a state convention would have to be held before the August 
election of the present year. Why, then, resort to disorganization and 
disintegration to re-form the committee, to conform to the law going into 
force eight months thereafter, when, by waiting only three months, if 
there was any justice in the claim, the committee could be reorganized 
by a regular state convention chosen by the people for that purpose? 

No evidence was adduced before the committee to show the rela- 
tive strength of the different organizations before the Republicans of 
Alabama. In the discussions, however, and in published statements 
submitted to the committee, mention was made of a proposition of 
compromise made by Hon. Simon Cameron, chairman of the Union 
Republican Congressional Committee, and by Hon. Wm. E. Chandler, 
secretary of the Republican National Committee. Said proposition is 
as follows : 

Washington, D.*C., March 21, 1876. 

Dear Sir: The following plan of compromise, by which to unite the 
Republican party in Alabama, is presented, after mature deliberation, 
as being fair and equitable in its terms, and in full confidence that it 
will be accepted by all parties : 

1. The chairman of the two executive committees shall withdraw 
the calls already made, and unite in calling a convention to be held on 
the 23d day of May next. 

2. Mr. Chas. E. Mayer, the chairman of one committee, shall call 
the convention to order, and name Hon. William H. Smith, chairman 
of the other committee, as temporary chairman of the convention. 

3. The temporary chairman shall appoint two committees and no 
more, viz., the committees on credentials and on permanent organiza- 
tion, and no other business shall be transacted, or additional commit- 
tees appointed, until the convention shall have been permanently 
organized. . . 

4. The committees on credentials and on permanent organization 
shall be selected in the following manner : Mr. Mayer and Governor 
Smith shall each name two members of each committee, and the four 
thus selected shall select a fifth. All five members of each committee 
shall be selected before the meeting of the convention. 

A letter identical in its terms with this has been sent to Hon. 
William H. Smith. 

You will please call your committee together without delay, and at 
your earliest convenience notify Hon. J. M. Edmunds, of Washington, 
D. C, of the acceptance or rejection of these terms of compromise. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

•^ SIMON CAMERON, 

Chairman Repttblican Congressional Committee. 
W. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretary of the Rep. Nafl Committee, 

appointed by the Philadelphia Cofivention. 

This proposition was promptly and unconditionally accepted by the 
organization that called the convention of May 24th, and that sent the 
delegates to this convention headed by Mr. Spencer,— thus showing a 
commendable willingness to test their strength and rest their cause in 
the hands of the Republican voters of their state. 
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The proposition of Mr. Cameron and Mr. Chandler was undoubtedly 
as promptly and unconditionally declined by the other organization. 
Right here let it be observed, that the point of the Cameron-Chandler 
proposition was to bring both parties together on one day and in one 
convention, under such safeguards that it could not but give a fair 
expression to the views and feelings of the Republicans of the state. 

Mr. Cameron and Mr. Chandler, with a commendable zeal for party 
unity and harmony, did not stop here, but made the following reply to 
the declination of their proposition. 

Washington, April 28, 1876. 
Sir: We have to acknowledge receipt of yours of April 13, in 
answer to our letter of March 23. 

In making our former communication, we did not desire to express 
an opmion or to invite a discussion of the actual merits of the contro- 
versy going on between two rival organizations of the Republican party 
in Alabama. 

Whatever the merits of that controversy may be, we desire to end it 
all by securing a state convention fairly representing the Republicans 
of the state. 

Neither do we desire to enter into the merits of your complaints of 
Senator Spencer and Mr. Chas. E. Mayer, or their associates. 

It is sufficient to say, that, while you make assertions against them, 
they generally and specifically deny that they are correct or just ; and 
our object is to remit them to one convention fairly and impartially 
constituted, instead of having them result in an injurious division of 
the party. 

To the plan proposed by us you take no specific exception ; and cer- 
tainly upon Its face it indicates perfect fairness toward both sides, and 
gives neither side an advantage over the other. It does not seem to us 
that either side can refuse to accept it, unconditionally, without ad- 
mitting Its behef that it will be in a minority of a Republican conven- 
tion fairly constituted, and legitimately entitled to represent the Repub- 
licans of Alabama. 

We therefore repeat our request that you will accept our suggestions, 
and we trust upon reflection you and your committee will conclude to 
do so. 

The propositions suggested are repeated at the foot of this letter. 
Very respectfully yours, 

SIMON CAMERON, 
Chairman Republican Congressional Com7nittee, 
WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretary Republican National Committee. 
Hon. W. H. Smith, Wedowee, Ala. 

Is it not apparent that the strictures of Messrs. Cameron and Chand- 
ler were just? The proposition submitted by them provided for a 
perfectly fair organization of the convention. It proposed to place the 
question in the hands of the people for their decision, and the only 
reason we can see for either side declining the proposition was a con- 
scious weakness of their cause with the people, for the organization 
that had the most voters would control the convention. 

Therefore, the conclusion is most convincing that the side refusing 
to accept it could only be actuated in their refusal by one of two mo- 



Hosted by 



Google 



CINCINNATI, 1876. 45 

lives, namely, — by a desire to divide and disrupt the party, or by the 
fear and knowledge that the people were not with them, and would not 
send a majority of their delegates to the convention. 

The foregoing considerations induce us to dissent from the majority, 
and to recommend that the following gentlemen be admitted to this 
convention. 

DELEGATES AT LARGE. 

George E. Spencer, Decatur, Morgan county. 

Charles Hays, Hayesville, Greene county. 

Alexander White, Salem, Dallas county. 

Alex. A. Curtis, Marion, Perry county. 

DISTRICTS. 

I — George Turner, Mobile, Mobile county. 

Constantine Perez, Mobile, Mobile county. 

2 — Paul Strobach, Montgomery, Montgomery co. 

Allen Alexander, Montrose, Baldwin county. 

3 — Isaac Heyman, Opelika, Lee county. 

Alex. E. Williams, Eufaula, Barbour county. 

4 — Prelate D. Barker, Selma, Dallas county. 

Thomas Walker, Selma, Dallas county. 

5 — Daniel B. Booth, Prattville, Autauga county. 

Harry C. Bryan, Wetumpka, Elmore county. 

6— Charles C. Sheats Houston, Winston county. 

John G. Stokes, Pikeville, Marion county. 

7 — Arthur Bingham, Talladega, Talladega county. 

Robert S. Heflin, Medoma, Randolph county. 

8 — ^Jerome J. Hinds, Decatur, Morgan county. 

P. J. Kaufman, Huntsville, Madison county. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

C. N. HARRIS, Nevada. 

JAMES ATKINS, Georgia. 

STEPHEN A. SWAILS, South Carolina. 

A. STEELE, Indiana. 

A. G. SHARP, Tennessee. 

M. A. ROSENBLATT, Missouri. 

C. E. NASH, Louisiana. 

JAMES HEATON, North Carolina. 

M. S. QUAY, Pennsylvania. 

T. C. PLATT, New York. 

JAMES P. NEWCOMB, Texas. 

A Delegate from Maryland. I move that the subject-matter refer- 
ring to this particular delegation be recommitted. 

Mr. Cessna. I ask that the report be divided, and that the first part 
be the adoption of the whole of it, except the part relating to Ala- 
bama. 

The president stated the motion for a division. 

Mr. Cessna. I presume I have a right to demand that division, with- 
out putting it to a vote. I have learned, — and I beg not to be consid- 
ered offensive toward the committee, — partly from the committee and 
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partly on my own responsibility, that, in the case of the District of Co- 
lumbia, neither of the delegations comes with that regularity and form 
that would entitle them to seats in this convention. I feel that the 
states of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and other states, have 
been very generous and liberal in giving the territories places upon 
all these committees, giving them five or six places on the most impor- 
tant committees, to make a platform on which candidates for President 
and Vice-President are to stand. After so learning, in the interest of 
peace and harmony, I move to amend that portion of the report, by 
striking out the name of Sayles J. Bowen, and inserting the name of 
Frederick Douglass, so that each delegation from the District of Colum- 
bia may be represented here. 

The President. The report of the committee has been divided. 
The pending proposition is to adopt the whole of the report except 
that relating to Alabama. The gentleman from Pennsylvania moves to 
amend that part relating to the District of Columbia by striking out 
the name of Mr. Bowen, and inserting the name of Mr. Douglass. 

Mr. Kellogg, of Connecticut. I wish to ask by what authority any 
delegates are recognized as entitled to seats in this convention from 
the District of Columbia? Formerly, for a few years under the laws, 
it was entitled to a delegate in congress the same as the territories, 
and, I presume, was under the same custom allowed delegates in 
national conventions. 

The President. Such is the custom. 

A Delegate from West Virginia. I would ask if the call for this 
convention did not ask for the election of delegates from the city of 
Washington ? 

The President. It so appears from the call. 

Mr. James N. Tyner, of Indiana. Before the vote shall be taken upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I desire to call his 
attention to the fact that he has stated, in general terms, that the action 
of the Republicans in the District of Columbia was somewhat irregu- 
lar in sending the two delegates here, whose admission has been recom- 
mended by the majority report. Now, will the gentlemen tell us in 
what respect those proceedings were irregular? 

Mr. Cessna. I answer the gentleman from Indiana that all the 
information I have got is from the Republican organs in the city of 
Washington, and that kind of Republicans who come here headed by 
Frederick Douglass, who needs no indorsement anywhere in this 
country. 

Mr. Tyner. Then, Mr. President, I treat the gentleman with en- 
tire respectfulness when I say that he has no information on the subject. 
Therefore, it is fair to assume that the gentleman makes his proposition 
because Frederick Douglass happens to represent an interest here in 
which he fully concurs and other delegates do not. 

Mr. Ensor. I wish to make but a single remark on this part of the 
report. While there were differences of opinion in regard to other 
subjects before the committee, the committee will bear me out that if 
we were not entirely, we were almost unanimously, in favor of the ad- 
mission of the delegates we have reported as entitled to seats in the 
convention for the District of Columbia. In regard to the regularity 
of the credentials, it cannot be denied that the credentials of Mr. 
Bowen and Mr. Green^ were regular upon their face, and were proper 
credentials ; and permit me to say, when the gentleman who represents 
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the other side was called upon for his credentials, he admitted that he 
did not have them. He had no credentials to present to the considera- 
tion of that committee. It is true, he claimed that he had the creden- 
tials, and had handed them in to the secretary of the National Execu- 
tive Committee ; but he brought no credentials to us. We, therefore, 
strictly speaking, could take no notice of his case, but, aside from that, 
it was clearly demonstrated to the committee that the credentials of 
Mr. Bowen and Mr. Green were regular in every respect. 

Mr. Cessna. Mr. Chairman — 

Mr. Redden, of Kansas. This convention has adopted a rule that 
no gentleman shall speak twice upon the same subject, and the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania has already spoken twice upon the subject. 

Mr. Cessna. I desire before the chair rules on that point of order 
to make this statement. 

Cries of " Order ! " " Order I " 

^ The President. The chair states that he will rule upon the ques- 
tion of order raised by the gentleman from Kansas upon ascertaining 
the precise facts. The discussion was so desultory that he cannot 
recollect the fact whether the gentleman from Pennsylvania has spoken 
more than once upon the proposition. I am not aware that the gen- 
tleman has made any remarks upon this proposition. 
Mr. Cessna. I do not desire to make any now. What I desire, is — 

Cries of '' Order ! " " Order ! " 

The President. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has withdrawn 
his proposition. 

Mr. Cessna. That is all I want to do. 

The President. The question then recurs upon the adoption of the 
report of the Committee on Credentials, except that portion relating to 
Alabama. 

This question, on being put, was agreed to, and the report, 
with that exception, adopted, and the delegates reported de- 
clared entitled to seats in the convention. 

Mr. Ensor. I move that the portion relating to Alabama be recom- 
mitted.^ I shall not occupy more than five minutes in replying to the 
long written argument of my friend who has introduced the minority 
report. I wish simply to call attention to facts— plain, simple facts. 
The state central committee of Alabama was constituted in 1874. There 
were then six congressional districts in the state ; and the committee 
was composed of twelve members — two from each congressional dis- 
trict.' That committee met. It considered itself not large enough, and 
it called in Mr. Charles E. Mayer, and elected him chairman of that 
committee. Mr. Mayer was not appointed a member of that committee 
by the state convention. He was called in by the members of the com- 
mittee, without authority, and, after having been called in, he was made 
chairman of that committee. This seemed to be regular, as the party 
accepted it ; and they went on for a year or two, until many Republi- 
cans considered they ought to have more members on the committee. 
Inasmuch as Mayer had been called in irregularly, without authority, 
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members of the party said, — **We wish others called in: we wish the 
committee increased from twelve or thirteen to twenty-four." 

The Republicans of the state called a meeting. The members of 
that committee were invited to it. They went to it, most of them. It 
was there determined that this committee should be increased, in just 
the same manner as the chairman had been added to it. This was 
acquiesced in by the people. It was acquiesced in by most of the 
old committee. The committee was then made up of twenty-four 
members. In February last, when they wished to call a convention to 
elect delegates to this convention, the committee met, six of the old 
members of the committee meeting with the twelve new members, 
making eighteen. These eighteen members of the state central com- 
mittee called a convention that elected the delegates to this convention. 
The other six not being satisfied, and not, by the way, being a quorum, 
went off and called another convention, and sent delegates, who are 
contesting the seats of those whom the committee have reported in 
favor of seating. If there was any irregularity in this committee, it 
was inaugurated in the beginning by calling in a man who was not a 
member of it, who had not been appointed by the state convention. 
But that was acquiesced in, and when the committee of twenty-four 
was appointed it was acquiesced in at the time by at least a portion of 
the old committee, and by the great body of the people of Alabama, 
who wanted success for the Republican party in the state of Alabama. 
The committee being thus constituted, twelve of that committee called 
the convention which has sent its delegates here. Six of the others, 
looking to disorganization, have sent the other delegates. 

Mr. CuMBACK, of Indiana. I do not wish, sir, to take up much time 
in discussing this report, — 

Mr. Ensor. I should have stated that this matter was fully discussed 
in the committee. The vote was taken by calling the roll ; and it ap- 
peared that there were twenty-six in favor of the one delegation, and 
thirteen in favor of the other. 

Mr. CuMBACK. I propose to reply to that proposition at once. ^ The 
gentlemen knew when they came before this convention with this ma- 
jority report that the minority report would be made, setting forth the 
facts of the minority ; and yet the gentlemen of the majority come 
without a single fact to sustain their report. I think, therefore, it is 
conclusive that this majority of the committee have no facts from 
which they could draw the conclusion they have presented ; and they 
propose to seat this delegation without any facts. Now, the minority 
of this committee have come before this convention with such an array 
of facts, undisputed by the report of the majority, as should leave no 
doubt in the mind of every fair-minded Republican that the minority 
report should be adopted. Another thing that is conclusive to me, 
irrespective of the acts of the committee, is this : The National Com- 
mittees fairly and squarely presented a compromise to these gentlemen, 
and asked them to leave it to the Republicans of Alabama. The del- 
egation represented by the majority of the committee declined any 
such proposition. I therefore conclude two facts : First, that the ma- 
jority of this committee had not sufficient facts to sustain their report ; 
and that the delegation had not sufficient facts to justify their action so 
that they could dare to submit it to the Republicans of Alabama. 

Mr. Tyner. Mr. President: After listening carefully to the argu- 
ment of the gentleman in charge of the majority report, I come to the 
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conclusion that he made only one single point in behalf of his report. 
That point was this : That, after the regular executive committee had 
been appointed by the state convention in Alabama, in 1874, they went 
outside of their list and chose a chairman of that committee. Now, 
can the gentleman tell me that that committee did not have the author- 
ity of that convention to do so ? 

Mr. Ensor. It was not claimed on the part of the Spencer delega- 
tion that the convention delegated any such authority. 

Mr. Tyner. It is claimed upon the part of the Spencer delegation 
that they had the authority, in accordance with the usage of the party 
from its organization down to this day. 

Mr. Ensor. That is an affirmative proposition ; and if that conven- 
tion ever had such authority, by resolution, it is in your power to pro- 
duce it, and I ask for it here. 

Mr. Tyner. Then, Mr. President, the gentleman has presented au- 
thoritative conclusions for the admission of certain gentlemen from 
Alabama. I return upon him, by asking him for the proof that these 
gentlemen are entitled to admission on this floor. 

Mr. Ensor. Allow me to interrupt you. Is it customary that a com- 
mittee on credentials shall read all its proof— read all its evidence ? If 
so, we can produce it. 

Mr. Tyner. Then, Mr. President, my response to that is, that the 
gentleman should not question my statement on this floor until he is 
prepared to substantiate his own. Again, sir : I want to say, that after 
looking this matter over as carefully as I can, I come to the conclusion 
that the only authority for the convention of May 16 was authority which 
emanated from a mass convention called without authority of the state 
central committee ; and, if I am right, then it follows that the duly or- 
ganized and regular delegation here from the state of Alabama is that 
headed by George E. Spencer. One word more, sir, and I have done. 
There are many gentlemen about me who have been associated with 
me in legislative life for more than six years. They will bear me testi- 
mony that my history and my record will indicate that I never took an 
unfair advantage of any man. I say, then, gentlemen, presuming upon 
my own spirit of fairness in this matter,— I say, that the gentleman who 
stands here as the friend and supporter of any candidate who is to be 
benefited by the admission or rejection of either of these delegations, 
cannot afford to ask this convention to do an unfair thing. Whoever 
shall be the nominee of this convention must win the prize fairly. 

Mr. Dezendorf, of Virginia. I wish to speak in behalf of the ma- 
jority report. In presenting this case to the convention, I shall en- 
deavor to confine myself to the facts as they appeared before that com- 
mittee^ — the Committee on Credentials. It appears, sir, that in 1874, 
at the state convention, there was a committee appointed consisting of 
twelve members. That committee, as has been here stated, proceeded 
to elect a chairman outside of its own number. That, I claim, they had 
a right to do, if they saw fit so to do. It is the case in a great many 
states that such a proceeding has been taken. Time passed; and, 
from the statements made to the Committee on Credentials, it appears 
that the party in Alabama became very much demoralized. It got into 
a very bad shape indeed ; and a large number of Republicans of that 
state published a call calling upon the state central committee to call a 
meeting of conference, tb be cottiposfed of delegates or members from 
all portions of the state of Alabama. That conference was held. It 
4 
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was participated in by a large number of this old convention or com- 
mittee. In the process of their considerations and deliberations, they, 
came to the conclusion that it was necessary to enlarge the state cen- 
tral committee, and make it composed of twenty-four instead of twelve 
delegates, in order that all the districts in the state of Alabama might 
be properly represented. That was assented to by at least a majority of 
the old state committee. In consequence of the absence of the chair- 
man of the state central committee, Mr. Mayer, who, I believe, was a 
clerk of a committee in the city of Washington, and absent from the 
state a large portion of the time, they decided to elect a temporary 
chairman, which they did. That committee of twenty-four — a majority 
of it, consisting of eighteen members — called a convention, which con- 
vention elected the delegation to this house headed by Jere Haralson, 
as he is commonly called. Six of the committee dissented from the 
views of the majority, and called another convention, which elected 
the Spencer delegation. The question, then, gentlemen, it seems to 
me, resolves itself down to whether or not the majority of the commit- 
tee shall rule, or the minority. Gentlemen have alluded to the fact that 
the offer of compromise was not accepted. The people recognized no 
two committees. There was but one committee. 

Mr. James Atkins, of Georgia. Mr. President and Gentlemen of 
the Convention : I desire to present a few facts and considerations 
that justify me, as a member of the minority of this committee, in 
recommending the seating of the Spencer delegation ; and, to my mind, 
these facts and reasons are entirely unanswerable. A state central 
committee, or, as they called it, an executive committee of Alabama, 
was appointed in 1874. There is no dispute about this one great fact. 
This committee, in accordance with the custom prevailing in the party 
in Alabama, appointed a chairman outside of their own number. We 
may say that this is irregular ; that it is not the best way ; that it is not 
the right way ; — but the Republicans of Alabama have always acted 
under that system. It will not do for us to come now and dictate to 
them, especially in regard to transactions that have already taken place. 
The party followed this committee, worked with this committee, re- 
sponded to the call of this committee, in all the campaigns that took 
place from the time of its appointment until this difficulty arose. There 
is no difficulty, no doubt, no question of fact, for a moment, about the 
regularity of this committee. The question arises right here. Had any 
power but a convention, regularly called, composed of delegates from 
the Republican party from the state of Alabama, any right to appoint 
another committee ? Had they any right to increase the old committee, 
or diminish it, in any way whatsoever ? In a political sense, is there 
any sovereignty in the state of Alabama, so far as the Republican party 
is concerned, except the people, the Republicans of Alabama? I think 
not, and I think you will all agree with me. If so, then this committee 
being appointed, it would remain and continue as it was, except as it 
might be changed by acts of Providence. A set of gentlemen con- 
ceived the idea of taking possession of the Republican party of Ala- 
bama, and they are represented by the delegation that opposes the 
Spencer delegation here. They attempted it by a coup d^itat — by 
revolution ; it is nothing else but revolution. If it succeeded, and was 
ratified by the Republicans of Alabama, it was a success. But did 
they succeed? Let us see. Did their revolution succeed? What 
was the first step? Was a convention called ? Not at all. There was 
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a mass meeting in Montgomery, attended by the local Republicans and 
Democrats around Montgomery. There is no pretence that it was a 
representative body at all. Was their attempted revolution successful? 
Was it acquiesced in? No call of the central committee was made at 
the time of this mass meeting in Alabama ; but a number of the mem- 
bers of this committee were present in the city of Montgomery, and 
they, overawed by this mass meeting, consented, so far as they were 
concerned, and added these twelve men to the old twelve of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. MiLLiKEN, of Maine. I wish, Mr. President, to say but a single 
word upon this subject. It seems to me that gentlemen have so treated 
the matter as to give us an entire misconception of it. The gentleman 
who preceded me wished this convention to understand that somebody 
was ousted there ; that there was a coup dmat; that there was a revo- 
lution. Now, the facts are these : When the people of Alabama found 
it was necessary to vitalize that state committee, found that the Re- 
publican party was languishing for the want of activity, members of 
the state committee being out of the state, they called a mass meeting 
to consider this question. At that mass meeting the old committee 
was present. They recommended that new additions should be made. 
Those additions were made by the committee with the consent of every 
one, nobody objecting. The new committee and the old, acting har- 
moniously together, nobody objecting, called a convention. Then Mr. 
Mayer, who was elected chairman of the old committee from the out- 
side, and who held a place, as I understand it, in Washington, found it 
necessary for some purpose, I know not what, to come down and make 
trouble. I understand that this new committee was acting in entire 
harmony; that the people were satisfied until this Mr. Mayer, — never 
elected by the executive committee, but only chosen by the state com- 
mittee, — I say, this Mr. Mayer called a convention, but he was not sus- 
tained by a quorum of the old committee of twelve. It is a significant 
fact, gentlemen, that this committee which elected the Haralson dele- 

fates, as they are called, was called by eighteen delegates. It must 
ave included six of the old committee at least. This new convention, 
which the gentleman calls legitimate, was called simply by Mr. Mayer, 
not sustained by a quorum, as I said before, of the old committee. 
One gentleman who spoke before me said that he acted in fairness 
towards the prevalent sentiment of the state. I say, it appeared to the 
committee that they who lived there, who voted there, they who fought 
the Republican battles, and not those who held fat places away out of 
the state, — I say, it appeared to the committee, by overwhelming testi- 
mony, that the people of Alabama, who stayed there, were unanimously 
in favor of the Haralson delegation. It was hardly denied at all. 

Mr. PoMEROY, of New York. Gentlemen of the Convention i I would 
not take a moment of your time upon this question, so far as it has any 
political bearing ; but it goes further than that, and we are sitting here 
as jurors, upon our honor, to pass upon a question of fact and law 
involving the rights of the state of Alabama, and perhaps deciding the 
fate of this convention. Now, when it comes to a question like that, 
where I am sitting upon my honor as a juror to pass upon the rights of 
others, then I say I will act upon it without fear, favor, affection, re- 
ward, or the hope thereof, and so, no doubt, the members of this con- 
vention feel. Now, what are the facts of this case? We came here 
yesterday: we understood there were contestants from the state of 
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Alabama, and the matter of the contest was referred to the Committee 
on Credentials. They come in this morning, and a majority of that 
committee present to us — ^what? The facts? Not one. They present 
a simple conclusion of law not based upon a single fact. As a juror 
sitting to pass upon this case, I find that there is nothing before me. 
Now, I say that any court, upon the presentation of such a report as 
this, would set it aside without argument. They would not allow it to 
be discussed. There is nothing there. Now, if that was all there was 
of this thing, I should before this have moved that the subject be again 
referred to the Committee on Credentials, to give us something to act 
upon ; but there is no necessity of that. A minority report has been 
presented here which does embrace the facts, and it does arrive at a 
different conclusion of law. Not one vital fact in that report is contro- 
verted. There is no necessity, then, to send this back to the commit- 
tee for a further report. We have the facts, all of them. Not one of 
them essential to our finding is disputed, and the only question is. Shall 
Alabama be turned out of this convention? There is not a man of the 
majority of those who presented that report that dare stand here and 
say that, upon that majority report, Alabama should be represented at 
all. The mass meeting they bring in here to purify the state of Ala- 
bama is a mass meeting whose functions ended with the state lines of 
Alabama. We are not dealing here with mass meetings. We are 
dealing with regular organizations; and except we show credentials 
from regular organizations, none of us could have any status here. 
Now, the undisputed fact, as it appears from the report of the minority, 
which is the only report before the convention, is, that George E. Spen- 
cer and his associates represent a convention emanating from the com- 
mittee appointed two years ago, and which is the only committee hold- 
ing any power from any source in the state of Alabama entitled to 
recognition here. The question therefore is, simply. Shall George E. 
Spencer and his associates be admitted, or, shall Alabama be denied 
representation in this convefntion? 

Mr. Heaton, of North Carolina. Mr, President and Gentlemen of 
the Convention: I am a citizen of the tar-heel state. I know what the 
people throughout this Southern Union desire ; and I stand here to-day, 
although a native-born Ohioan, to say that while I love that state, this 
beautiful land of the middle section, I still love the state of my adop- 
tion more, the state of North Carolina. Now, then, the question pre- 
sents itself to you in this wise : Who are the proper men to be seated 
here as delegates from Alabama ? According to the evidence that was 
adduced before the Committee on Credentials last night, I have no hes- 
itation in saying, in every point of view, in every fact that is material 
to the issue, that Mr. Spencer, with his followers, backed up by the reg- 
ularly organized element of the Republican executive committee of that 
state, is the man, and they are the delegates entitled to seats upon this 
floor. 

Now, then, gentlemen, there is something behind the curtain that I 
wish to speak of here. When that committee was in open session, in 
the hall of the Grand Hotel, down here, last night, there was a strenu- 
ous effort — an effort that was somewhat successml — before that commit- 
tee, by the illustrious chairman of it, to suppress debate in favor of Mr. 
Spencer and his delegation. I say it with all due deference to him, — 
but I tell him, that if he takes up the battle-cry of the Horace Greeley 
disorganizing, disintegrating element of the South, and fights it out in 
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his contest as he did last year, you may bid farewell to Republican suc- 
cess. I have nothing to say against Greeley, — for, when God puts his 
hand on a man, I always take mine off; — but I do say this, — that if we 
had been thoroughly heard before that committee, and had had proper 
time to represent the facts and issues, that report would have been 
different entirely. But we were suppressed. We were denied that 
opportunity, and the gentleman here knows it. 

A Delegate from Wisconsin. I think there is altogether too much 
eloquence wasted upon this question. We are of opinion that the only 
sensible way to settle it is, to adopt the majority report. Therefore, Mr. ' 
Chairman, I move the previous question. 

Mr. R. C. Powers, of Mississippi. I move, sir, that when that vote 
is taken, it be taken by the call of states. 

Mr. Van Zandt, of Rhode Island. The previous question is seconded 
by Rhode Island. 

The President. The chair begs to state to the convention, that he 
was not aware that the gentleman from Wisconsin demanded the previ- 
ous question. Under the rules of the house, it is required that a major- 
ity of the delegation of any one state shall demand the previous ques- 
tion. The demand must be made on behalf of a majority of the dele- 
gation. Does the gentleman represent a majority of the delegation? 

A Delegate from Wisconsin. The demand is made on behalf of 
every living soul in Wisconsin. 

The President. The chair now understands that the rule has been 
complied with. The previous question has been demanded and sec- 
onded, and the question now is. Shall the main question be now put? 
It appears to be agreed to. It is agreed to, and the question arises 
upon the adoption of the substitute proposed by the minority of the 
committee. 

A Delegate from Connecticut. I now move that the roll of states 
be called on that motion, and that the chairman of each delegation 
rise in his place to respond. 

The President. Under the rule, it is required that a majority of 
the delegates of two states shall concur in ordering the yeas and nays. 

A Delegate. The call is seconded by Kansas. 

Another Delegate. And Indiana. 

The President. The clerk will call the roll of the states, and the 
question is on the adoption of the substitute offered by the minority 
of the committee. The majority of the committee made a report in 
favor of seating the delegation headed by Jeremiah Haralson. The 
minority of the committee made a report in favor of seating the dele- 
gation headed by George E. Spencer. The pending question is the 
motion to substitute the resolution of the minority committee for the 
resolution of the majority, and, under the rules, as each state is called, 
the chairman of the delegation will announce the vote of his delega- 
tion. The clerk will call the roll. 

The roll was accordingly called, the states voting as follows : 



states. Ay. No. 

Alabama — — 

Arkansas ii I 

California 5 7 

Colorado — 6 

Connecticut. 8 4 



Ap. No. 
— 6 



states. 

Delaware 

Florida, 7 i 

Georgia 11 11 

Illinois 10 32 

Indiana 30 — 
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States. Ay. 

Iowa ». 7 

Kansas — 

Kentucky — 

Louisiana 9 

Maine — 

Maryland 3 

Massachusetts — 

Michigan — 

Minnesota — 

Mississippi 11 

Missouri 21 

Nebraska — 

Nevada 6 

New Hampshire 4 

New Jersey 3 

New York 59 

North Carolina 18 

Ohio 15 

Oregon 6 

Pennsylvania 58 



No. 

15 
10 

24 

7 

14 
13 
26 
22 
10 

5 

I 

6 

15 

9 

2 

25 



states. Ay. No. 

Rhode Island 8 — 

South Carolina 11 3 

Tennessee 13 11 

Texas 11 4 

Vermont — 10 

Virginia 9 13 

West Virginia 2 8 

Wisconsin 2 18 

Arizona 2 — 

Dakota — 2 

District of Columbia — 2 

Idaho — 2 

Montana — 2 

New Mexico -— 2 

Utah — 2 

Washington — 2 

Wyoming — 2 

Totals 354 375 



When the vote had proceeded as far as California, Mr. Van 
Zandt, of Rhode Island, arose and asked the chair to put the 
question more definitely, as there appeared to be some misun- 
derstanding among the delegates. 

The President. In order to get a clear comprehension of the ques- 
tion, the chair has been requested to state what it is. Those gen- 
tlemen who vote Aye, vote in favor of seating the Spencer delegation, 
and those who vote No upon this question, votfe in favor of seating the 
Haralson delegation. 

Before the result was announced, Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, 
asked to change the vote of that delegation. 

Mr. Cumback raised the point that it was not competent for 

the chairman of the Maryland delegation to change the record. 

The President. The gentleman from Maryland rises to make a cor- 
rection of the report he made in the vote. He reported four affirmative 
and twelve negative votes, and he wants to make it stand three affirma- 
tive and thirteen negative votes. The gentleman from Indiana raises 
the point of order, that it is not competent for the chairman of the del- 
egation to change the record. 

Mr. Thomas explained that the vote was reported under a 
misapprehension. 

Mr. Cumback. Well, if it was a misapprehension, I will withdraw 
my objection. 

Mr. Phelps, of New York. I understand that Colorado is reported 
as having cast six votes. I find they are only entitled to two. 

The President. Under the call of the National Committee, as I un- 
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derstand it, the state of Colorado was conceded six votes. At all events, 
that question can hardly arise now, as the convention has settled it. 

Mr. E. R. Hoar, of Massachusetts. I would like the vote of Massa- 
chusetts to stand twenty-six noes instead of twenty-four noes. Two 
gentlemen who were thought absent were present, and wished to vote 
in the negative. , r i 

The President. Were these delegates within the bar of the conven- 
tion before the last name on the roll was called? 

Mr. Hoar replied in the affirmative. 

The chair then ordered the change made. 

Mr. Woodford, of New York. I wish to correct the vote of New 
York. One delegate counted in the affirmative we found was absent 
when the vote was taken. 

The change was made. 

A Delegate from New York. I demand that the vote be announced 
in detail. 

The secretary accordingly read the vote in detail. 

The President. Upon the proposition to substitute the minority 
for the majority report, the affirmative has 354 votes, and the negative 
375 votes. So the substitute is disagreed to. The question recurs 
upon the adoption of the majority report, / 

A Delegate from Maryland. I move the adoption of the majority 

report. , , . r 1 

Mr. CuMBACK. I demand the vote upon the adoption of the report 

by states. 

At the suggestion of delegates, Mr. Cumback withdrew his 
demand. 

A vote was then taken viva voce on the majority report, and 
it was declared adopted. 

REPORT OF committee ON RESOLUTIONS. 

The President- Tlie next thing in order is the report of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

General J. R. Hawley- You must be aware that your Committee 
on Resolutions, upon assembling, found themselves constituted of men 
of somewhat different sentiments and widely separated localities, 
mostly strangers to each other. We have in general agreed upon the 
statement we are about to present to you, and respectfully submit it to 
you for your consideration, and for your amendment, if you please. 

General Hawley then read the report, as follows : 

platform. 

When, in the economy of providence, this land was to be purged of 
human slavery, and when the strength of government of the people 
by the people for the people was to be demonstrated, the Republican 
party came into power. Its deeds have passed into history, and we 
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look back to them with pride. Incited by their memories, and with 
high aims for the good of our country and mankind, and looking to the 
future with unfaltering courage, hope, and purpose, we, the representa- 
tives of the party, in national convention assembled, make the follow- 
ing declaration of principles : 

1. The United States of America is a nation, not a league. By the 
combined workings of the national and state governments, under their 
respective constitutions, the rights of every citizen are secured at home 
and protected abroad, and the common welfare promoted. 

2. The Republican party has preserved these governments to the 
hundredth anniversary of the nation's birth, and they are now embodi- 
ments of the great truths spoken at its cradle* that all men are created 
equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 
that for the attainment of these ends governments have been instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov- 
erned. Until these truths are cheerfully obeyed, and, if need be, 
vigorously enforced, the work of the Republican party is unfinished. 

3. The permanent pacification of the Southern section of the Union, 
and the complete protection of all its citizens in the free enjoyment of 
all their rights, are duties to which the Republican party is sacredly 
pledged. The power to provide for the enforcement of the principles 
embodied in the recent constitutional amendments is vested by those 
amendments in the congress of the United States ; and we declare it to 
be the solemn obligation of the legislative and executive departments 
of the government to put into immediate and vigorous exercise. all their 
constitutional powers for removing any just causes of discontent on the 
part of any class, and securing to every American citizen complete 
liberty and exact equality in the exercise of all civil, political, and pub- 
lic rights. To this end we imperatively demand a congress and chief 
executive whose courage and fidelity to these duties shall not falter 
until these results are placed beyond dispute or recall. 

4. In the first act of congress, signed by President Grant, the 
national government assumed to remove any doubt of its purpose to 
discharge all just obligations to public creditors, and solemnly pledged 
its faith ** to make provision at the earliest practicable period for the 
redemption of the United States notes in coin." Commercial pros- 
perity, public morals, and the national credit demand that this promise 
be fulfilled by a continuous and steady progress to specie payment, 

5. Under the constitution, the President and heads of departments 
are to make nominations for office, the senate is to advise and consent 
to appointments, and the house of representatives is to accuse and 
prosecute faithless oflScers. The best interest of the public service 
demands that these distinctions be respected ; that senators and rep- 
resentatives who may be judges and accusers should not dictate ap- 
pointments to office. The invariable rule for appointments should 
have reference to the honesty, fidelity, and capacity of appointees, 
giving to the party in power those places where harmony and vigor of 
administration require its policy to be represented, but permitting all 
others to be filled by persons selected with sole reference to the effi- 
ciency of the public service and the right of citizens to share in the 
honor of rendering faithful service to their country. 

6. We rejoice in the quickened conscience of the people concerning 
political affairs. We will hold all public officers to a rigid responsi- 
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bility, and engage that the prosecution and punishment of all who 
betray official trusts shall be speedy, thorough, and unsparing. 

7. The public school system of the several states is the bulwark of 
the American republic ; and, with a view to its security and permanence, 
we recommend an amendment to the constitution of the United States, 
forbidding the application of any public funds or property for the ben- 
efit of any school or institution under sectarian control. 

8. The revenue necessary for current expenditures and the obliga- 
tions of the public debt must be largely derived from duties upon 
importations, which, so far as possible, should be so adjusted asto pro- 
mote the interests of American labor and advance the prosperity of the 
whole country. 

9. We reaffirm our opposition to further grants of the public lands 
to corporations and monopolies, and demand that the national domain 
be devoted to free homes for the people. 

10. It is the imperative duty of the government so to modify exist- 
ing treaties with European governments, that the same protection shall 
be afforded to adopted American citizens that is given to native born, 
and all necessary laws be passed to protect emigrants, in the absence 
of power in the states for that purpose. 

11. It is the immediate duty of congress fully to investigate the effect 
of the immigration and importation of Mongolians on the moral and 
material interests of the country. 

12. The Republican party recognizes with approval the substantial 
advances recently made toward the establishment of equal rights for 
women, by the many important amendments effected by Republican 
legislature's in the laws which concern the personal and property rela- 
tions of wives, mothers, and widows, and by the appointment and elec- 
tion of women to the superintendence of education, charities, and 
other public trusts. The honest demands of this class of citizens for 
additional rights, privileges, and immunities should be treated with 
respectful consideration. 

13. The constitution confers upon congress sovereign power over the * 
territories of the United States for their government. And in the 
exercise of this power it is the right and duty of congress to prohibit 
and extirpate in the territories that relic of barbarism, polygamy ; and 
we demand such legislation as will secure this end, and the supremacy 
of American institutions in all the territories. ^ 

14. The pledges which our nation has given to our soldiers and 
sailors must be fulfilled. The grateful people will always hold those 
who perilled their lives for the country's preservation in the kindest 
remembrance. 

15. We sincerely deprecate all sectional feeling and tendencies. We 
therefore note with deep solicitude that the Democratic party counts, as 
its chief hope of success, upon the electoral vote of a united South, se- 
cured through the efforts of those who were recently arrayed against the 
nation ; and we invoke the earnest attention of the country to the grave 
truth, that a success thus achieved would reopen sectional strife, and 
imperil national honor and human rights. 

16. We charge the Democratic party with being the same in charac- 
ter and spirit as when it sympathized with treason ; with making its 
control of the house of representatives the triumph and opportunity of 
the nation's recent foes ; with reasserting and applauding^ in the na- 
tional capitol the sentiments of unrepentant rebellion ; with sending 
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Union soldiers to the rear, and promoting Confederate soldiers to the 
front ; with deliberately proposing to repudiate the plighted faith of the 
government ; with being equally false and imbecile upon the overshad- 
owing financial questions ; with thwarting the ends of justice, by its 
partisan mismanagement and obstruction of investigation ; with prov- 
ing itself, through the period of its ascendency in the lower house of 
congress, utterly incompetent to administer the government ; — and we 
warn the country against trusting a party thus alike unworthy, recreant, 
and incapable. 

17. The national administration merits commendation for its honora- 
ble work in the management of domestic and foreign affairs ; and Presi- 
dent Grant deserves the continued hearty gratitude of the American 
people, for his patriotism and his eminent services in war and in peace. 
Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the committee. 

JOSEPH R. HAWLEY, Chairman. 

Chas. E. Smith, Secretary. 

THE MONGOI.IAN qUESTION. 

General Hawley having concluded the reading of his report, 
Mr. Edw^ard L. Pierce, of Massachusetts, addressed the con- 
vention as follow^s : 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention : I desire to move 
an amendment to the platform which has been offered, and to make a 
few remarks in support of that amendment. I move to amend by 
striking out what appears upon the eleventh page in relation to the 
Mongolian immigration. The Republican party this year, this centen- 
nial year, is twenty years old, and meets to-day for the sixth time in 
national convention, and this is the first time in all that long period 
that any attempt has ever been made to put in its platform a discrimina- 
tion of race. In 1858, on the prairies of Illinois, Abraham Lincoln 
• met his great antagonist on this ground,— that nowhere in the Declara- 
tion of Independence had its doctrine of equality been confined to the 
Caucasian or Aryan, to the exclusion of African, Mongolian, or Semitic 
races. Standing on that ground, he won the victory, and ascended to 
the highest office in this world. I denounce, therefore, that resolution 
as a departure from the life and memory of Abraham Lincoln. I de- 
nounce it as a departure from every Republican platform adopted by 
every Republican national convention. I denounce it as a violation of 
the principles of the Declaration of Independence. I denounce it as 
contrary to that great law of Christian love which proclaims that there 
is no difference between men, no matter of what race they may be, 
whether Greeks or Jews, Barbarians or Scythians. I therefore move 
this amendment- I will not accept this resolution. It is not the doc- 
trine of New England. There was but a single member of the com- 
mittee from New England who voted for it, and the only African on 
the committee recorded his vote against it. 

Mr. S. B. AxTELL, of New Mexico. In relation to the proposed 
amendment, I desire the patience of the convention but for one or two 
words. The Republicans of the Pacific states, in fact, all persons, 
irrespective of party, desire that congress should investigate the ques- 
tion of Mongolian or Chinese immigration. There is no other action 
called for by the resolution but simply to investigate that question. It 
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is claimed by those best informed upon this subject, that this immigra- 
tion is not in good faith ; that it is, in fact an importation of coolies 
and slaves: that it is an importation of labor hired in China, at tne 
prices paid there, we will suppose four dollars a month, with .contracts 
running three or four years under the coolie system. It is claimed tnat 
they come under the pretence of immigration to this country, and, by 
their presence, by their custom, by their pagan and filthy habits de- 
grade American labor; and we ask that congress shall investigate the 
subject. We ask that the great Republican party, that has always been 
opposed to servile labor, that has always been opposed to the slave 
trade, should investigate this subject. We believe that the time has 
come for this step to be taken, and we trust that this simple request 
of our brethren on the Pacific slope will be acceded to, simply and 
only for the purpose of having an investigation. 

Mr TOHN P. Tones, of Nevada. Mr. President and Gentlemen of 
the Convention : I do not propose, after so long and tedious a session as 
vou have had to-day, and in view of the vast amount of business you 
have yet to perform, to occupy the attention of this convention more 
than a very few minutes on this question. The question is one ot 
the greatest importance, not only to our own citizens, to our own 
laborers with regard to the reward that they shall get for their labor 
but in regard to the morals of the community. The peop e on the 
Pacific coast have suffered an invasion there worse than the grass- 
hopper plague, worse than the plague of, the locusts. They have 
found a people who bring with them no respect for our government, 
no knowledge of our language ; a brutalized people ; a people that 
recognize neither honesty among their men, nor virtue among the r 
women; and they have planted themselves like a leprous sore in our 
midst; and I believe there is scarcely any difference of ^Pif^^^/^^f ^^^^ 
Pacific coast with regard to the action that should be taken by this 
convention on the resolution submitted by the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. Many of us there are in favor, a majority of the law-abiding peo- 
ple on that coast are in favor, of protecting the Chinese ; but we find 
that public opinion is so strong against them there, that it is almost 
impossible to do so. The very language of the Chinaman has degener- 
ated into a libidinous slang. They do nothing to support the schools 
of the country. They do nothing to support organized society in the 
country. One of these Chinamen can work for ten cents a day, and, 
perhaps, successfully compete with the American laborer, who supports 
schools and raises a family, and, when the country is m danger, places 
himself in the foremost ranks of defence. In the resolutions already 
offered here, and to which no opposition has been made, I hnd one in 
relation to the tariff, providing that the duties on imports shall be so 
levied that the rights of the American laborer shall be protected , that 
he shall receive as high wages as it is possible for him to receive. 1 have 
no doubt that the gentleman who addressed you, opposing the present 
resolution submitted by the committee, is in favor of these imposts ot 
tariffs for the protection of the American laborer ; that is to say, he is 
in favor of imposing a tariff upon the introduction of goods or manu- 
factures from abroad under the pretence that the American laborer will 
be protected ; but he shows himself to be in favor ot an unlimited tree 
importation of the coolie semi-servile laborers to compete with the 
honest American laborers of the Pacific coast. This resolution asks 
for nothing but this,— that this convention shall call upon congress to 
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appoint a committee to inform itself, so that it shall know as much 
about this question as those who live on that side of the country, and 
have been subject to all its horrors. All it asks is, that congress shall 
Investigate, and if nothing shall be necessary, then of course nothing 
will be done ; and I hope that there will be no serious opposition to the 
passage of the resolution as offered by the committee. 

Mr. S. B. DuTCHER, of New York, called for the reading of the 
resolution under debate. 

The secretary read as follows : 

** It is the immediate duty of congress fully to investigate the effect 
of the immigration and importation of Mongolians on the moral and 
material interests of the country." 

The President. Mr. Pierce of Massachusetts moves to strike out 
that resolution. Is the convention ready for the question? 

Mr. DuTCHER. I desire to say a word upon this question. Mr. 
President and gentlemen of the convention, I will occupy your time 
but for a moment. I listened with pleasure, as I have listened before, to 
the eloquent representative from Massachusetts. I always listen with 
pleasure to these earnest, strong phrases in behalf of liberty, by whom- 
soever they may be uttered ; but, standing as we do upon the thresh- 
old of the second century of the republic, we must give careful consid- 
eration to all questions that come before this convention. We cannot 
afford to be unjust. We cannot afford to be unfair. We will not be 
unjust, we will not be unfair, to any one ; and while we recognize the 
right of all men, whatever their color, whatever their creed, or what- 
ever their condition, to come to our shores, and we promise them a 
hearty welcome, yet our own American-born freemen, and the freemen 
who come from other sections of the earth, have rights which we should 
guarantee and protect; they have rights which we should protect 
against importations under contract of labor, as stated to us to-day to 
be the case regarding this Mongolian race. We cannot be unjust to 
them ; and I hope that no haste and no hurry, no desire to return to our 
homes, to our wives and our children, will prevent us from giving care- 
ful consideration to every question that comes before this convention. 

Mr. Thornberg. of Tennessee. In behalf of the Tennessee dele- 
gation, I call for the previous question. 

General Hawley. In behalf of the committee, and I think for all 
of them, I suggest that an opportunity should be given for brief talks 
upon a great subject. 

Mr. Thornberg. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. George William Curtis, of New York. Mr. President and 
Gentlemen of the Convention : One hundred years ago the colonies of 
America declared themselves free and independent in a document 
which laid down fundamental principles of human rights. Under that 
sign they conquered. With the Declaration of Independence in front, 
they carried their independence, they secured your independence, and 
the freedom of all who come after you. For nearly one century the 
Declaration of Independence, in a part connected with a very essential 
portion of the representation in this convention, was trampled under 
the feet of the American people. And you Republicans, you are 
sprung from the Declaration of Independence, you are the children of 
the Declaration of Independence ; and our first, great, revered, mar- 
tyred leader, Abraham Lincoln, was the first man plainly to declare 
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that the platform of the Republican party was the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 

Now, then, as we begin a new century, as my friend and associate 
from New York says, is it for us,— is it for the Republicans of America 
who are resolving, as I believe that they will, to purify and elevate 
their government, — to declare that the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence shall now be virtually revoked? For what is this plat- 
form? It is simply a declaration of faith of this party. It is not a 
means of asking that this or that shall be done. It is a declaration of 
our purpose. It is a declaration of the things that we, as a party, mean 
shall be accomplished ; and, Mr. President and gentlemen, if you mean 
to draw a cordon along the coasts of this country,— if you mean to say 
that any man of any race shall be excluded,— then you have revoked 
the original principle of your party ; then, gentlemen, you have accused 
your own statesmanship, for, under the Declaration of Independence, 
we have freed the colored men of the South ; we have made them 
voters: and to-day the country is strong, and the government is surer 
than ever. I beg you, therefore, gentlemen, to understand, that if you 
are to make this declaration of principle at this time, and at the be- 
ginning of this year, you, in my judgment, declare that the fundamental 
principle, not only of the Republican party, but of the American re- 
public, demands revision at your hands. 

The President. The question pending is the adoption of the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, to strike out the eleventh resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. R. H. Dana, of Massachusetts. The delegation from Massachu- 
setts has instructed me to call for a vote by states. 

Mr. J. B. Belford, of Colorado. In common with the senator from 
Nevada, I come here to represent the interests of the people of the 
Pacific slope. I have always been a devoted and consistent and per- 
sistent friend of human freedom ; and, because I have occupied that 
relation to all parties who have been oppressed, I am in favor of the 
adoption of the resolution reported to the convention by this commit- 
tee. I hold, Mr. President, that the chief object of this convention is 
to bring our national honor up to par ; and, in bringing our national 
honor up to par, it is equally our duty to protect the honor, and purity, 
and virtue, and integrity of the pioneers of this country, who have 
swelled the mere path of the pioneer into the magnificent highway of 
the nation, and have built an empire beyond the Rocky Mountains. I 
say, that in the state of California exists a people where the men are 
thieves and the women are prostitutes, and they are brought from China 
and Asia. I say that it is impossible for the laboring man, whether 
he be of American, German, Irish, or any other nationality, or in any 
degree connected with the Caucasian race, to compete with those peo- 
ple in the prices of labor. The gentleman from Massachusetts has 
stated that we should adhere to the principles of the Declaration of 
American Independence. I state to him, that here is a class of people 
who refuse to assimilate with our civilization. Here is a class of people 
who ignore our school system, ignore our church S3^stem, and in no 
manner contribute to support the government ; who decline to become 
citizens of the republic by virtue of the naturalization laws enforced 
there, and who dislike our institutions so much that they leave word 
for their friends and brethren, after they are dead, to ship them back 
to China for burial. 
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Mr. Thornberg, of Tennessee. Tennessee demands the previous 
question upon the adoption of the platform, reserving the resolution 
referring to the financial question, upon which a gentleman from Texas 
has a minority report. 

A Delegate from Montana. I object. 

The President. Are there two other delegations seconding the 
demand of the delegation from Tennessee for the previous question? 

Mr. Wm. J. Sewell, of New Jersey. New Jersey seconds the call 
for the previous question. 

Delegates from Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Mississippi 

announced that those states seconded the demand. 

The President. The question is, Shall the main question be now 
put, reserving the financial plank.** 

The question being put, was agreed to. 

The President. The question recurs upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, upon which a vote by states is demanded 
by the delegation from Massachusetts and the delegation from Rhode 
Island. The proposition is to strike out the eleventh section, which 
will now be read, after which the roll of states will be called. 

The secretary read as follows : 

** It is the immediate duty of congress fully to investigate the effect of 
the immigration and importation of Mongolians on the moral and ma- 
terial interests of the country." 

A Delegate from Montana. I ask unanimous consent to protest, 
in the name of my territory. 

Objected to. 

The President. The vote will now be taken upon the proposition 
to strike out this section which has been read in your hearing. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. J. M. Harlan, of Kentucky. I beg leave to say, Mr. President, 
that, in my judgment, the convention has been too hasty in adopting 
the previous question, and would inquire whether it would be in order 
to move a recess for twenty minutes, in order that we may confer fur- 
ther in reference to the question. 

The President. The motion would not be in order. 

Mr. Harlan. I move to reconsider that vote, in order that we may 
have further consideration on the subject. The whole state joins me in 
the motion, and California and Indiana seconds it. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pennsylvania. Will it be in order now to demand a 
division of the question? If so, I ask a division of the question into 
three parts, — the first to embrace the Coolie question ; the second, all 
the resolutions except the finance plank ; and the third, the finance 
plank. It is especially to get at the Coolie question and the financial 
plank. 

The President. We are now operating under the previous question. 
The difficulty is, that there can be no further discussion on the Coolie 
question. 

A Delegate from Virginia. I move to lay upon the table the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote. 
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The president put the question, and decided that the motion 
to reconsider was laid upon the table, and that the question 
then recurred on the motion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, to strike out the eleventh section. 

Mr. CuMBACK, of Indiana. After this vote shall be taken, if the res- 
olution to strike out prevails, will it then be in order, under the opera- 
tion of the previous question, to offer a substitute for the resolution to 
strike out? 

The President. I think not. 

The president then put the question ; and, the roll being 
called, the states voted as follows : 

states. Ay. 

New York 30 

North Carolina 3 



states. Ay. No. 

Alabama 10 10 

Arkansas 8 4 

California — 12 

Colorado.. — 6 

Connecticut 5 7 

Delaware 2 4 

Florida — 8 

Georgia 7 15 

Illinois. 2 40 

Indiana 10 20 

Iowa 12 10 

Kansas — 10 

Kentucky 14 10 

Louisiana 5 8 

Maine 6 8 

Maryland 15 i 

Massachusetts 20 6 

Michigan 6 16 

Minnesota — 10 

Mississippi 11 5 

Missouri 12 17 

Nebraska — 6 

Nevada — 6 

New Hampshire 2 8 

New Jersey — 18 

The President. On the motion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts to strike out the eleventh section, the ayes have 215 votes and 
the noes have 532 votes, and the convention refuse to strike out. 

The eleventh resolution was then agreed to ; and the presi- 
dent said, the question now recurs upon the adoption of the 
financial resolution, for which Mr. Davis, of Texas, offers a 
substitute. 

Mr. E. J. Davis, of Texas. Mr, President: I desire to offer the 
following minority report : 

To the President of the Republican National Convention: The un- 
dersigned, one of the Committee on Resolutions, dissents from the ma- 



Ohio 19 

Oregon — 

Pennsylvania — 

Rhode Island... 5 

South Carolina 14 

Tennessee 2 

Texas — 

Vermont 4 

Virginia — 

West Virginia 3 

Wisconsin — 

Arizona — 

Dakota — 

District of Columbia — 

Idaho — 

Montana 2 

New Mexico — 

Utah — 

Washington — 

Wyoming — 



No. 

35 

17 

25 

6 

58 
3 

22 

16 

6 

22 

7 

20 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 



Totals 215 532 
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jority, in regard to the fourth resolution — that bearing on the question 
of resumption of specie payments. He considers said resolution im- 
proper in this, among other respects, that it is uncertain and vague in 
its promises, leaving the time of resumption unsettled, and being 
thereby calculated further to disturb public confidence. The under- 
signed therefore submits the following, and recommends that it be 
adopted as a substitute for said resolution : 

''■Resolved, That it is the duty of congress to provide for carrying 
out the act known as the Resumption Act of congress, to the end that 
the resumption of specie payments may not be longer delayed." 

Mr. President: I do not propose to make a speech, but, as a test, I 
niove that this report be substituted in the place of the fourth resolu- 
tion, — the financial resolution as reported by the majority of the com- 
mittee. In that resolution reference is made to the declaration made 
by the Republican congress some eight years ago, that they would go 
on, without any unnecessary delay, and redeem our promises by resum- 
ing specie payments. We have gone on year after year, congress after 
congress, convention after convention, and have repeated these prom- 
ises, until finally, in the early part of last year, our Republican friends 
in congress, having there a majority of two thirds of both houses, 
finally nerved themselves to the passage of an act providing for resump- 
tion, not to-day, or to-morrow, as they should have done, but three 
years hence, in January, 1879. I think, gentlemen, when you scru- 
tinize the resolution as adopted by the majority of the committee and 
reported here this morning, you will find that it is nothing more than a 
step backward, and a return to promises again. I, for one, and I hope 
a majority of the convention will sustain me, am opposed to making 
any step backward. 

At the request of the delegates the fourth section of the 
platform was re-read ; also the substitute offered by the gen- 
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. J. R. Hawley. Mr, President and Gentlemen : I will detain 
you but a short time, I think it quite fair that the minority of the 
committee, a very respectable and honorable gentleman, who has 
moved a substitute, should be allowed to say a word or two in behalf 
of his motion. It is best, in my opinion, always, in dealing with prin- 
ciples for the guidance of a party during a year, or four long years, to 
confine ourselves to an emphatic declaration of sound principles, and 
not tie ourselves to details in measures. That was the general rule 
which governed us in drafting that resolution. In drafting it, we recited 
that first great act of Grant's administration, — that act which is an 
honor to him and to the Republican congress, which removed all possible 
doubt as to the purpose of the government to fulfil in letter and in 
spirit the obligations of this nation to redeem in coin every dollar of 
the debt, save where there was an express provision to the contrary in 
the bill. That great act, framed in clear, strong language, asserted 
it the high moral duty of the nation to fulfil all these obligations. 
We knew not how to express ourselves more emphatically than by 
referring to that representative act of legislation, and adding to it, 
**The commercial prosperity, public morals, and national credit de- 
mand that the promise be fulfilled by a steady and continuous progress 
to specie payment." The gentleman wants to confine the whole declara- 
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tion of duty to passing laws to carry the resumption act into effect. The 
act provides for resumption two years from next January. You can- 
not propose any law with any chance of its going through congress until 
a year from next January or two or three months after that, even provid- 
ed you have the next congress Republican, and then only ten or eleven 
months elapse before the taking effect of that act. Whether it is best 
to bring about specie payments in that way, I do not know ; but^ I am 
not desirous of being tied to the advocacy of that bill. I regard it as a 
very imperfect bill. I voted against it. I should not care to spend an 
hour on the stump in defending it. I do not care for the details 
of resumption. I plant myself, not only upon a high political, but upon 
a high moral, duty to resume specie payment — to do so at the very 
earliest practicable moment ; and when I say that, I mean it. It is 
necessary fo^ us to bring paper to par with gold, for that is essential 
to commercial prosperity, public morals, and national credit. 

The question was then put upon the substitution of the 
minority report, and the President announced that it was disa- 
greed to. The report on the fourth section of the platform 
was then agreed to. 

The platform as a whole was then unanimously adopted. 

NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES. 

At 2 : 50 p. M. (Cincinnati time) the President announced 

that the nomination of candidates for the office of President of 

the United States was in order. 

A Delegate from Pennsylvania. I move that the convention ad- 
journ until ten o'clock to-morrow morniiig. 

Not agreed to. 

Mr. Hale, of Maine. I move that this convention now proceed to 
put in nomination and select a candidate for President of the United 
States. 

The President. That is the next business in order without a mo- 
tion. That is our duty. For if we are not here to nominate a Presi- 
dent of the United States, what are we here for? The Chair is ready 
to receive any nomination — if there be any candidate ! 

A Delegate from Montana. I move that we adjourn till to-morrow 
at ten o'clock. 

Several Delegates. That has just been ruled out of order. 

Mr. Edick, of New York. I move that the secretary call the roll of 
the states in their alphabetical order, and that each state, if it has a 
candidate, present his name to the convention. 

MARSHALL JEWELL. 

The call of the states was then begun by the secretary, and 
when he had reached the state of Connecticut, Mr. Stephen 
W. Kellogg, of that state, arose in his seat to present the name 



Hosted by 



Google 



66 KEPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION, 

of a candidate. The Chair invited the gentleman to the stage, 
whence he spoke as follows : 

SPEECH OF MR. KELLOGG. 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of this Convention : I am instructed 
by a majority of the delegates from Connecticut to present for your 
suffrages the name of the Honorable Marshall Jewell, of Connecticut, 
now Postmaster-General of the United States ; and, in a single word, I 
call your attention to the fact that while Connecticut is often called a 
Democratic state (and when we talk to you about our shares in the 
Republican victories you call us a Democratic state), bear in mind, that 
from the hour of the organization of the Republican party, — in 1856, 
and through five successive presidential elections, — we neyer failed you 
in a single instance. Overpowered as we are on other elections, yet, 
by dint of unwearying exertion and determined energy in presidential 
contests, we have carried our state in line with the ranks of the Repub- 
lican party from the first hour of its organization. We present to you 
the name of Marshall Jewell, as our governor who redeemed the state 
from the rule of the Democracy in 1869. We elected him three years. 
He was then absent as minister to Russia. During the last two years, 
or a portion of them, he has been your Postmaster-General, and you, 
men of the broad West, know that you never had a man in that posi- 
tion that has inaugurated reform, that has done so much to bring 
speedy intelligence to your doors every day and hour, as he who now 
holds that office. We present his name to you, not desiring to detain 
you longer, — but we believe he has all the qualifications of an executive 
officer that will make him fit to adorn that seat, as he has adorned all 
other positions he has ever filled. 

OLIVER P. MORTON. 

When the state of Indiana was called, Mr. R. W. Thompson 
ascended the stage and said : 

SPEECH OF MR. THOMPSON. 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of this Convention : I am instructed 
by the entire Republican party of Indiana to put before this convention 
the name of Oliver P. Morton as a suitable nominee for President of 
the United States. We present his name to you because we not only 
believe but know him to be worthy, — to be a faithful, honest, and un- 
tiring representative of the great fundamental principles upon which 
the Republican party has always stood, and must always stand. 
These principles may be preserved,— they may be carried out by other 
means than his election. But you must allow us to say that we do not 
believe that they can be more surely preserved or better carried out 
than under the presidential administration of our old war governor. 
We have conferred this title upon him, not merely by way of empty 
compliment, but because he has won it in the field of duty well dis- 
charged in the hour of his country's peril, when men's hearts were 
tried, and tried in that fiery ordeal which alone tested not only the 
courage but the virtue of the patriot. He was equal to every crisis 
during the darkest hours of our rebellion, and he has been equal to 
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every crisis since that darkness was dispelled, and he stands to-day in 
the senate of the United States the peer of the best and ablest states- 
men of the land. And whenever there is an assault made upon 
the rights of humanity, upon the rights of the Southern colored men, 
upon the rights of the nation, of the Union, and of the honor of the 
flag, who is before Oliver P. Morton in their defence? or who defends 
them with more ability and more manliness ? None ! Then we do not 
arrogate to ourselves any superiority over our sisters when we say that 
while our war governor is no better than anybody else, he is equal to 
the best of them. We have never had a president from Indiana. It 
may be assumption in us to say that we feel old enough to have one. 
And we do not regard ourselves as any the less worthy than our 
neighbors and our friends; and we simply say to you now, that if you 
nominate in this convention our candidate for the presidency, we assure 
you that in the October elections of this year there shall go up from 
the prairies of Indiana such a shout of victory as will do good to the 
heart of every Republican in the land. 

I have heard it said since I came to this city, more than ever before, 
that Governor Morton was physically unfit for the duties of this posi- 
tion. I affirm to-day, in the presence of this large and respectable 
audience, with a perfect knowledge of what I say, and with the lull 
sense of the responsibility of its utterance, that there are not out of 
any hundred men in this convention ten persons of it who can perform 
more physical labor to-day than he. True, he has been afflicted in his , 
legs, but it does not require legs to make a statesman! If he had been 
in the condition of JeiF. Davis, his legs would have been of service to 
him. His head is clear. His heart is sound. His will is unconquer- 
able. His devotion to the union is unabated, and he is ready now, to- 
morrow, or the next day, to give his life for the honor of the old flag. 
Therefore, sir, we say— and I desire only to repeat this, for I will not 
weary you— if the rights of all the people without regard to color, it 
the rights of all sections are to be preserved, if the constitution is to 
be preserved in its integrity, if the Union is to stand, if the great prin- 
ciples of the Republican party are to be preserved, we insist, sir, that 
no man in this nation is better calculated to secure these results than 
our nominee for the presidency. 

Mr. P. B. S. PiNCHBACK, of Louisiana, rose to second the 
nomination. The time allotted by the convention for present- 
ing the name of each candidate— ten minutes— having expired, 
the chair asked the convention if leave would be granted to Mr. 
Pinchback to second the nomination. Leave was granted, and 
Mr. Pinchback spoke as follows : 

SPEECH OF MR. PINCHBACK. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention : In the name and 
in behalf of the truly loyal people of Louisiana, whom I m part nave 
the honor to represent in this convention, I rise to second the nomina- 
tion of the Hon. Oliver P. Morton. A man of spotless integnty, 
matchless courage, broad and catholic views, his nomination will secure 
the combined and united patriotism of the party. Mr. President, 
when president Grant made that utterance, "Let no guilty man 
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escape," he struck the chord of the national heart. In whatever audi- 
ences those utterances have been repeated, they have been greeted 
with thunderous applause. Sir, the elevation of Hon. Oliver P. Mor- 
ton of Indiana will not only secure the arrest and the prosecution of 
the defrauders of the national revenue, but it will do more than that ; 
it will strike terror to the hearts of those monsters in the South who 
are driving away capital from that section, destroying its commerce, 
persecuting and murdering white and black Republicans in that sec- 
tion. More than this, Mr. President, it will be the consummation of all 
of the past and the aspirations of lovers of liberty everywhere. It 
will be a combined and a complete and final settlement of all the great 
questions arising out of the late unfortunate war. Then, sir, with 
Oliver P. Morton as our standard-bearer, with the rights of all citi- 
zens guaranteed by the amendments of the constitution secured, and 
the protection of every man in his civil rights as an incentive, victory 
must and shall perch on our banners. 

BENJAMIN H. BRISTOW. 

Mr. John M. Harlan, on the call of the state of Kentucky, 
spoke as follows : 

SPEECH OF MR. HARLAN. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention : The name which 
has been given me, by the unanimous Republican party of the state of 
Kentucky, for presentation to this convention as a fit nominee for Presi- 
dent of the United States, is that of Benjamin H. Bristow, of the state 
of Kentucky. I speak whereof I know, when I declare to those Repub- 
licans, both from the North and from the South, that from the earliest 
days of his manhood he has been true to those great principles which 
are dear to the Republican party of the United States. Since his name 
has been prominently mentioned in connection with the presidency, his 
record has been carefully scrutinized in every part of our common coun- 
try. I need only say to-day, that he was reared in that school of politics 
which taught me and you that these United States do not constitute a 
league, but a nation. In 1861, when Abraham Lincoln called upon the 
freemen of this country to rally to its defence against an att^k coming 
from a causeless and wicked rebellion, Benjamin H. Bristow promptly 
announced to his fellow citizens of Kentucky, that, let come what would, 
and cost what it would, he intended to stand by the flag of our fathers. 
His devotion to his country was not shown by mere words : it was fol- 
lowed by acts. He entered the Federal army as the lieutenant-colonel 
of a Kentucky infantry regiment. He was subsequently colonel of the 
Eighth Kentucky Cavalry. While serving his country in the field, he 
was called upon by his senatorial district to serve that people in the leg- 
islature ; and there he was the acknowledged head of the Republicans 
of that period. In 1865, when the question was presented to Kentucky, 
in official form, whether she would ratify the thirteenth amendment to 
the Federal constitution abolishing^ slavery throughout this land, he, 
with a small band of Republicans in the senate, voted in favor of its 
ratification. He voted in favor of and approved the fourteenth amend- 
ment, which gave every man in this country the rights of citizenship, 
without regard to color. He approved and endorsed the fifteenth 
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amendment. In 1866, as United States attorney for the district of 
Kentucky, he performed signal service in the prosecution of men 
charged with violations of the Ku-Klux and Civil Rights bills. In 1871 , 
standing upon the soil of his native state, addressing his fellow citizens 
of that state, when asked what he had to say with reference to the amend- 
ments to the constitution, he used this language : * 'Neither those con- 
stitutional provisions, nor any statute passed in relation to them, op- 
presses or harms a single human being. The Civil Rights and Ku-Klux 
acts aim solely at the lawless people who have no respect for law ; and 
that government that cannot protect its humblest citizens from outrage 
and injury is unworthy the name, and ought not to command the sup- 
port of the people." When asked, upon the same occasion, what he 
had to say in relation to the education of the people, he responded, — 
**In the name of our high and sacred duty to see that the common- 
wealth suffers no injury, and that the best interests of society are cared 
for, let us make free schools/?/' alL If I am asked how it is proposed 
to raise money to defray the expenses of such schools, I answer, by 
taxing all the property of the state. I would tax the rich man's prop- 
erty to educate his poor neighbor's child. I would tax the white man's 
property to educate the black man's child, and vice versa. In a word, 
I would tax all the property of the state to educate all the children of 
the state." On the same occasion, and in the same connection, he was 
asked what he had to say with reference to the law which then excluded 
the colored men of Kentucky from the right of testifying. He replied,— 
**The statute of Kentucky, which denies to 225,000 colored people 
of the state the right to testify in any case, civil or criminal, affecting 
a white person, has its origin in the supposed necessities of slavery, 
and is indefensible in a land of freedom. This denial is a monstrous 
and a grievous wrong to both races. It is a practical denial of freedom 
to the colored race. Yes, it is even worse than that : it is a license, if 
not an invitation, to base miscreants and cowardly ku-klux to gratify 
their brutal passions and satiate their murderous propensities on this 
unoffending and defenceless race." 

But, my countrymen, I am to be followed by gentlemen as seconds 
to this nomination who will tell you more about General Bristow, and 
in better language than I can do, and I will not detain you longer than 
I intended to do. I have, however, pride in referring to the record 
w^hich Mr. Bristow has recently made as secretary of the treasury of 
the United States. He had not been at the head of that department 
thirty days before every employ^ in that department, from one end of 
this land to the other, felt that there was at last a man at the head. It 
is his proud record, and we of Kentucky are proud of it, that no man 
has been able to say that Colonel Bristow, in the administration of the 
duties of that office, has favored his own party. He has shown no 
favoritism of any sort. His mode has been to execute the law ; and, if 
the Republican party contained offenders who betrayed their trust, or 
who were thieves, he let them be punished as well as anybody else. 

Now, I have said enough. My time is out. I would beg leave to 
make one single suggestion. I do not quite share the ardent hopes 
that some have in reference to the future of the Republican party of 
this country. We of the South feel that our destiny is in your hands. 
We of the South feel that it is in your power to avert from this country 
that direst of all political calamities, the return of the national Demo- 
cratic party to power. We believe that the man whom we present to 



Hosted by Google 



70 KEPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION, 



you can combine with enthusiasm all elements of opposition in this 
country to the Democratic party, and thereby secure not only honest 
government, but the perpetuation of Republican principles ; and there- 
fore we express the earnest hope that this convention will not adjourn 
its deliberations till they have made him our leader in this contest in 
the war for Republican principles against corruption and fraud. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Harlan's speech, the rule was ex- 
tended in order to allow Mr. Luke P. Poland, of Vermont, to 
second the nomination of Mr. Bristow. Mr. Poland spoke as 
follows : 

SPEECH OF MR. POLAND. 

Mr. President and Gentleinen of the Convention : I come here as a 
delegate from one of the smallest states, both in territory and popula- 
tion, but in that state a larger proportion of its people belong to the 
Republican party than in almost any other state in the Union. No 
portion of the Republican party in this country believes more firmly in 
its principles, or believes more firmly that the success and dominion of 
that party in the government of this country is essential to its welfare 
and perpetuity. We have no candidate of our own to present. We 
have no special interest to be served by the nomination of any particu- 
lar man. Our only desire is the general good of the cause, the good of 
the party, and the good of the country. The Republicans of Vermont 
look upon the forthcoming presidential election as involving great peril 
to this great country. For long years the Democratic party of this 
country was kept in power by a close alliance with the jDower of slavery 
in the South. By and by, when the Republicans overcame this joint 
alliance and got into power, the South rebelled, and aid and comfort 
were given to that rebellion by the Democracy in the North. Now that 
the war is over and slavery is ended, and these states are again in the 
Union, the old alliance is renewed. The boast of the Democratic 
party is, that they go into the election with the entire South in their 
favor. If that be so, and it will probably be nearly so, only a small 
fraction of the North is required in order to enable them to obtain 
power, and the result would be that the power of this government 
would practically go out of our hands and into the hands of those who 
for years sought to destroy and break up the government. We have 
the warnings of last year. If the Democratic party in this presidential 
election can carry as large a proportion of the country as they carried 
in the elections of last year, with what they will get in the South they 
will carry the presidential election. Now, it is perfectly well known 
that the victories they obtained last year were not on account of any 
change of political opinion : they grew out of doubt, distrust, and dis- 
satisfaction in our own party. It is the part of wisdom to avoid this. 
The presidential candidates that have been named, some of them, are 
our neighbors and friends. All personal considerations would induce 
us to vote for them. But it seems that the cause is everything, and 
that we should go forth united, and that the gentleman who has been 
named can better combine all the united strength of the Republican 
party than any other. Mr. President, Vermont and Kentucky came 
into this Union together. For many years, in the days of Harry Clay, 
they stood side by side. I trust that now and henceforth Vermont and 
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Kentucky, upon a higher and purer platform, are again to stand shoul- 
der to shoulder. I second the nomination of Benjamin H. Bristow. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Poland's speech, Mr. George Wil- 
liam Curtis, of New York, spoke as follows : 

SPEECH OF MR. CURTIS. 

Gentlemen of the Convention: On behalf of that vast body of Re- 
publicans of New York who have seen, as the country and the world 
have seen, that reform is possible within the Republican party,— be- 
cause they have seen the heavy arm of the government descend upon 
the thieves of the treasury,— I rise to second the nomination of Benja- 
min H. Bristow, of Kentucky. We know, gentlemen, as you kno^y, 
that the real question which is submitted to us in the contest of this 
year is the continued ascendency of the Republican party. Not more 
truly was slavery the mortal peril' of this country twenty years ago, than 
political corruption and demoralization in every form are its perils now ; 
and as the conscience and intelligence of the patriotism of this country, 
organized as the Republican party, saved the government then, so must 
those same qualities, still organized as that party, save the character of 
the government now. There is one man, in my judgment, of all the 
great names that have been presented,-— there is one man who more 
truly than the others represents the true issues of this campaign. You 
heard, yesterday, our friend General Logan, from Illinois ; you heard 
our friend of many years' standing, Frederick Douglass, of the District 
of Columbia : and what did they tell you? They told you that the Re- 
publican party must remain in power, in order that the rights of all the 
white and black men at the South should be absolutely respected. I 
believe, with them, that that is indispensable. I believe, with them, 
that the only condition of peace in that part of the country is a con- 
tinued ascendency of the Republican party. But you must believe with 
me, that the condition of the continued ascendency of that party is, 
that it shall stand to-day as it stood yesterday, and that it shall meet 
the issues of this hour in the same spirit of concord and enthusiasm 
and resolution that it met the issues of the past. Now, in my judg- 
ment, the real issues of the campaign are two. But one is, in my mind, 
supreme, because it is the only guaranty and security of the other. 
Now, then, fellow citizens, this gentleman— Benjamin H. Bristow— is a 
citizen of Kentucky. But we in New York have learned afar off what 
those men, our neighbors in New England, also knew at a safe dis- 
tance. When it was easy for me,— when it was easy for you, my own 
associates,— to be Republicans, Benjamin H. Bristow took his hfe m 
his hand, and marched forth a Republican. And I say, more especially 
to my fellow delegates from the Southern states, that the one man in 
this country who, since the end of the war and during the great storms 
and contests of reconstruction, during which hundreds and thousands 
fell by the wayside, was the man who, armed with the power of the gov- 
ernment of the United States as district-attorney of Kentucky, hunted 
and hunted and hunted the Ku-Klux until the Ku-Klux disappeared. 
The life, the liberty of every man at the North,— the liberty, the life of 
every man at the South, — is safe in the hands of this man from Ken- 
tucky, who has known, as you of the South have bitterly learned, as we 
of the North have distantly seen, the mortal perils of the struggle. 
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And still further. Republicans, if Governor Morgan, who presided at 
the first convention of the Republican party, did not look yesterday on 
the last convention of a successful Republican party, it will be because 
we go into this contest with these three cries : First, absolute protection 
of all rights, North and South, with the utmost power of the govern- 
ment; second, the hardest kind of hard money, and the earliest return 
to it possible ; and third, and more important, I say, because itself the 
security and the guaranty of all this, will be our cry of victory,— -** No 
rings, no cliques, no combinations of personal interest against the 
interest of all the people ; no personal government ; nothing but the 
clear will of the people, clearly and directly expressed." Therefore, 
not what we have said in this platform, but that which we are about to 
do, will speak to this country for our purpose. Beyond us, gentlemen, 
stands the country watching. We have been tried long ; and. Republi- 
cans, you know we have not always commanded the confidence of the 
Republicans. You know that we have not altogether satisfied the 
scrutiny that has been fixed upon us. Let us now show the country 
that we understand ourselves. Let us now prove that we know what 
this country wants to-day ; and we may be sure that the country will not 
insist upon doing it without our leadership, if it can have it with that. 
And one word more, and only one. The opportunity is sublime. Na- 
poleon before Austerlitz, Washington before Yorktown, could not know 
the future, but they knew the present. They had the opportunity 
offered. Each improved it in his own way. Napoleon became em- 
peror of France. Washington became the saint of American liberty. 
To us at this moment the opportunity is offered. Let us use it as 
Washington used it. Let us understand that this government must be 
purified if the party is to be saved, and that Benjamin H. Bristow.is 
the one man who stands before the country as the embodiment of the 
spirit of governmental purification, and I know, gentlemen, what the 
verdict of the country must be. 

Mr. Richard H. Dana, of Massachusetts, then spoke as 
follows : 

SPEECH OF MR. DANA. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Conventiojt : I am deeply grate- 
ful for my state and the delegation here that we have been permitted 
and invited on the part of Massachusetts to second the nomination of 
Benjamin H. Bristow. When that proposition was submitted to us, I 
asked the advice of my brethren of the Massachusetts delegation, and 
by a vote not quite unanimous, but representing a vtxy large majority of 
the delegation, I was authorized and requested to second the nomina- 
tion of General Bristow ; and when this large majority of the Massachu- 
setts delegation spoke those words to me, they spoke the voice of the 
old commonwealth of Massachusetts. I tell you, gentlemen of the 
convention, I know no other name which is sure to carry the old com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts next November. Mark what I said : I did 
not say no other man would, but no other man am I sure would do it. 
Gentlemen may make such oral demonstrations as are in accordance 
with their habits and their nature. But Massachusetts has done some- 
thing in the past for the Republican party, has she not.^ Well, I claim 
no credit. It was easy to be loyal and to be Republican. We rested 
on seventy thousand majority in our loyal state, but by one cause or 
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another, by mismanagement, by the settling down of a great cloud over 
the Administration, we almost lost the state of Massachusetts. But 
now, gentlemen, now, Mr. President, our hope returns. Let me say to 
you,— and I wish to speak seriously and earnestly to this convention, not 
for applause, but in order to present the views I am instructed to pre- 
sent,— let me say, therefore, first, it is the belief of Massachusetts 
that the body politic is laboring under a severe and dangerous disease. 
It is our belief that it requires the administration of strong and severe 
and unwelcome remedies. It is our belief that the disease must be 
cured by the work of a strong hand ; a strong hand and a strong wi 1 
of a man of mighty courage ; a man who, when he is president, will 
devote himself to the duty of being the president of the United States. 
Gentlemen, Massachusetts is satisfied with the loyalty of Benjaimn 
H. Bristow. Every man is satisfied with the loyalty of Benjamin H. 
Bristow. We know that he is from the other side of the line ; but we 
know that his loyalty has been all the more tried for that cause. It has 
been tried in the furnace ; and, therefore, gentlemen, thanking you— 1 
was about to say, thanking you for the attention you have all given 
me— and knowing the respect in which you hold the commonwealth that 
I partially represent, and in behalf of the large part of the delegation 
which has honored me by placing me at its head, I second the nomina- 
tion, with all my heart, of Benjamin H. Bristow. 

JAMES G. BLAINE. 

After the conclusion of Mr. Dana's speech, the call of the 
states proceeded until Illinois was reached, when Mr. Robert 
G. IngersoU of that state was introduced by the president, 
and said : 

SPEECH OF MR. INGKRSOLL. 

Massachusetts may be satisfied with the loyalty of Benjamin H. Bris- 
tow. So am I. But if any man nominated by this convention cannot 
carry the state of Massachusetts, I am not satisfied with the loyalty of 
Massachusetts. If the nominee of this convention cannot carry the 
grand old commonwealth by seventy-five thousand majority, I would 
advise them to sell out Faneuil Hall as a Democratic head-quarters. I 
would advise them to take from Bunker Hill their old monument ot 
glory. The Republicans of the United States demand as their leader 
in the great contest of 1876 a man of intellect, a man of integrity, a 
man of well-known and approved political opinions. They demand a 
statesman. They demand a reformer after as well as before the elec- 
tion. They demand a politician in the highest, the broadest, and the 
best sense of that word. They demand a man acquainted with pubhc 
affairs, with the wants of the people, with the requirements of the hour 
not only, but with the demands of the future. They demand a man 
broad enough to comprehend the relation of this government to the 
other nations of the earth. They demand a man well versed in the 
powers, duties, and prerogatives of each and every department of this 
government. They demand a man who will sacredly preserve the finan- 
cial honor of the United States ; one who knows enough to know that 
the national debt must be paid through the prosperity of this people ; 
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one who knows enough to know that all the financial theories in the 
world cannot redeem a single dollar ; one who knows enough to know 
that all the money must be made, not by law, but by labor ; one who 
knows enough to know that the people of the United States have the in- 
dustry to make the money, and the honor to pay it over, just as soon as 
they can. The Republicans of the United States demand a man who 
knows that prosperity and resumption, when they come, must come to- 
gether ; when they come they will come hand in hand through the golden 
harvest fields ; hand in hand by the whiriing spindles and the turning 
wheels ; hand in hand past the open furnace doors ; hand in hand by 
the flammg forges ; hand in hand by the chimneys filled with eager 
fire, raked and grasped by the hands of the countless sons of toil. 
This money must be dug out of the earth. You cannot make it by 
passmg resolutions in a political convention. The Republicans of the 
United States want a man who knows that this government should pro- 
tect every citizen at home or abroad ; who knows that any government 
that will not defend its defenders, and will not protect its protectors, is a 
disgrace to the map of the worid. They demand a man who believes 
in the eternal separation and divorcement of church and school. They 
demand a man whose political reputation is spotless as a star ; but they 
do not demand that their candidate shall have a certificate of moral 
character signed by the Confederate congress. The man who has, in 
full, complete, and rounded measure, all of these splendid qualifica- 
tions IS the present grand and gallant leader of the Republican party, 
James G. Blaine. ^ ^ ^* 

Our country, crowned by the vast and marvellous achievements of its 
first century, asks for a man worthy of her past and prophetic of her 
future ; asks for a man who has the audacity of genius ; asks for a man 
who has the grandest combination of heart, conscience, and brain the 
world ever saw. That man is James G. Blaine. For the Republican 
hosts, led by this intrepid man, there can be no such thing as defeat. 
This IS a grand year,— a year filled with the recollections of the Revo- 
lution; filled with proud and tender memories of the sacred past; 
filled with legends of liberty;— a year in which the sons of freedom 
will drink from the fountain of enthusiasm ; a year in which the people 
call for the man who has preserved in congress what their soldiers won 
upon the field ; a year in which they call for the man who has torn from 
the throat of treason the tongue of slander ; the man who has snatched 
the mask of Democracy from the hideous face of the rebellion ; the 
man who, like the intellectual athlete, hath stood in the arena of de- 
bate challenging all comers, and who up to the present moment is a 
total stranger to defeat. Like an armed warrior, like a plumed knight, 
James G. Blaine marched down the halls of the American congress 
and threw his shining lance full and fair against the brazen forehead of 
every traitor to his country and every maligner of his fair reputation. 
For the Republican party to desert that gallant man now is as though 
an army should desert their general upon the field of battle. James 
G. Blaine is now and has been for years the bearer of the sacred 
standard of the Republican party. I call it sacred, because no human 
being can stand beneath its folds without becoming and without re- 
maining free. 

Gentlemen of the Convention : In the name of the great republic, 
the only republic that ever existed upon the face of the earth; in 
the name of all her defenders and of all her supporters ; in the name 
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of all her soldiers living ; in the name of all her soldiers that died upon 
the field of battle ; and in the name of those that perished m the skele- 
ton clutch of famine at Andersonville and Libby, whose sufferings he 
so vividly remembers,— Illinois--Illinois nominates for the next presi- 
dent of this country that prince of parliamentarians, that leader ot 
leaders, James G. Blaine. 

The next speaker was Mr. Henry M. Turner, one of the 
colored delegates from Georgia, who spoke as follows: 

SPEECH OF MR, TURNER. 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention : [A voice, louder !] 
I will be loud enough directly. When I left my home in Georgia I 
went eastward, and determined, in passing through several of the states, 
to ascertain the will of the people. I knew it would almost be impossi- 
ble to give Georgia's electoral vote to any Republican, notwithstanding 
the dead have been raised. Everywhere I went, everywhere I mingled 
with the people, the name of Blaine seemed to be tahsmamc. It ex- 
torted a cheer, and the people seemed to be alive at the very aniK)unce- 
ment of it. I rise to-day to second the nomination of James G. Blaine, 
of Maine. And in doing this, Mr. President and gentlemen of the 
convention, I want it understood that some of the names that have 
been mentioned I revere with a reverence that my tongue cannot ex- 
press. The name of Morton, the champion of Gov. Pinchback, the 
defender of the outraged people of Louisiana ! I would borrow a 
RaphaePs pen, and dip it in the sunlight of heaven, and write on Mor- 
ton's brow,— - Honor, eternal honor." But, Mr. President, I believe that 
we have before us now a name that will arouse the people of this great 
country in a remarkable manner that the name of Morton cannot. I 
have nothing to say against Mr. Bristow. I listened to the eloquence 
of the great poet(!) of New York, as he defended the name of Bristow ; 
and I paid equal deference to that learned son of Massachusetts, our 
minister to England(!). But, Mr. President, in the person of James G. 
Blaine we have a Republican about whom there is no question.^ He 
commenced with the party, and for twenty-five years he has been in its 
front, and to-day he stands the champion of Republican principles, 1 
believe, in the United States of America. He gave his own state,— so 
says an aged and learned doctor of divinity of Maine— to that party, 
and forever, I expect, buried Democracy on that sacred soil. ^ ^^.™ 
never lift its head there again, I trust. He originated the spirit of the 
fourteenth amendment. He stood by the immortal Lincoln during the 
great struggle this country was passing through for freedom and justice 
and equality to all mankind, and to chase out of this nation a set of in- 
surgents who lifted impious hands against that flag that still floats over 
us, thank God. Mr. President, there is one thing I like about Mr. 
Blaine : he is a representative of Young America. He is no dead fossil. 
He is not tied on to any old constitutional barriers that shut out a parcel, 
a class, of God's humanity, and tie him to a set of principles that are 
antiquated. One thing more I wish to say of Mr. Blaine, and— 1 have 
a dozen points to make, but will make but one now— it is this : But tor 
Mr. Blaine you would have no Republican party to-day. Wait, and 1 
will show it. When the Democrats carried this country, at the last 
election, the Republican party of those days all over this land was thun- 



Hosted by 



Google 



76 REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION, 

derstruck, paralyzed, dead, and bleeding. It was Blaine, standing on 
the floor of congress, who shook aloft the banner of the Republican 
party, united the party, and defied the Democracy of this nation, and 
breathed again the spirit of activity and hope into this prostrate Repub- 
lican party. Who can deny it? 

SPEECH OF MR. WM. P. FRYE, OF MAINE. 

Mr. Frye said : 

Gentlemen of the Conventio7i : The impatience of the convention is 
a warning to me which I take heed of as I start, and I would not tres- 
pass one word upon your patience or time did I not feel bound, as a citi- 
zen of Maine, as a RepubHcan of Maine, to stand here before this 
great convention, and declare her confidence in her favorite, her idol 
son, James G. Blaine. She is a daughter of the old commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. But, sir, I say here, and I say now, that whoever is 
nominated in this convention as the candidate of the Republican party 
shall carry the state of Maine by 20,000 majority. And why? It is a 
contest for life ; it is a contest between right and wrong, between 
liberty and slavery, between barbarism and civilization ; and in God's 
name, is this republic to go down now at the commencement of the 
second century forever and ever? Are we to take this beloved repub- 
lic, baptized again and again in the blood of our sons, sanctified and 
purified by the prayers and tears of our mothers and our wives, and 
pass it over into the hands of the men who, bloody-handed, within a 
score of years endeavored to destroy its life forever? My friends, that 
is the question which is to be settled here and now ; and when we have 
nominated our candidate, we know he will sweep all the loyal Union 
men of the whole country as a tornado sweeps the prairies of the great 
West. For twenty-five years, we of Maine have known James G. 
Blaine as we know our own households. He is honest ; he is pure ; he 
is spotless ; he is sagacious; he is wise ; he is brave; he is a power 
with us ; he is a power in the congress of the United States. He will 
be a power to salvation as the candidate of the Republican party. 

ROSCOE CONKLING. 

When New York was called, Mr. Stewart L. Woodford said : 

SPE;ECH of MR. WOODFORD. 

Mr» President and Gentlemeii of the Convention : In obedience to 
the injunction of our state convention, with the thoughtful and absolute 
endorsement of our deliberate reflection and conviction, and with the 
earnest enthusiasm that his fidelity in friendship, his private worth and 
his public services demand. New York presents for the presidency of the 
republic the honored name of Roscoe Conkling. Broad in culture, elo- 
quent in debate, wise in council, fearless in leadership, and as true to 
the old Republican party as the needle to the pole, — Roscoe Conkling 
needs no defence nor eulogy. He is a positive quantity in our politics. 
He, through the dark and trying hours, when slander and misrepresen- 
tation hissed at the silent and brave man whom we have twice placed 
in the presidential chair, was the faithful and true friend of Ulysses S. 
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Grant. In presenting his name, New York fully recognizes and cor- 
dially honors all the names that have been presented upon this platform 
to-day. When Connecticut suggested the candidacy of Marshall Jewell, 
we recalled the energy, economy, and executive ability that have marked 
and adorned his admirable administration of postal affairs. When In- 
diana presented the name of her great war governor, our hearts went 
back to that dark hour when organized rebellion seized on the legisla- 
ture of Indiana, and when Oliver P. Morton strangled the treason, and 
won as great a victory in the council as our best and bravest soldiers in 
the field. When Kentucky,— birthplace of Abraham Lincoln— Ken- 
tucky,— where sleep the ashes of Harry Clay— when Kentucky named 
the great secretary, she sought to name one to whom New York gives 
her heartiest love and highest honor. You and I remember how all the 
animosities of partisanship died, when we learned that the great com- 
moner of Maine was stricken, and the awful silence which fell upon us 
as we feared approaching death had settled over him. From every heart 
there rose most earnest prayers,— from opponent as well as supporter, 
when faithful friends and loving wife were waiting by his side,— that 
the God of all life would spare James G. Blaine ,' and to-day, with the 
most loving of his friends. New York congratulates him that his 
strength is renewed, and his health so fully restored. 

But, gentlemen, let us not nominate with our hearts, but with our 
heads. Four years ago we gave to Grant, and that grand old patriot, 
John A. Dix, 50,000 majority in the state of New York. Two years 
ago and that same state gave 53,000 majority to Samuel J. Tilden. 
Only this last spring the state of Connecticut, right on the eve of the 
presidential battle, gave 5,000 Democratic majority. Only the other 
day, as we were gathering for this convention, the wires whispered 
across the continent that Oregon had gone Democratic. To-day, 
Indiana has a Democratic governor; to-day. New Jersey has a Demo- 
cratic governor; to-day, Connecticut has a Democratic governor; 
to-day, New York has a Democratic governor ;— and unless you can 
secure the votes of Indiana, Ohio, Connecticut, and New York, or, 
failing one, the votes of all the rest, in spite of all our enthusiasm, in 
spite of all our zeal, we may follow the banner of our party to defeat. 
I do not claim that Roscoe Conkling is the only Republican who can 
carry the state of New York. I believe that he can. If I did not so 
believe I would cut that hand off before I would stand in a Republicaii 
convention and plead for his nomination. Mark this, and it is in all 
soberness of judgment, there is in New York a vote that is neither 
Republican, nor yet Democratic ; a vote that went for Dix m 1872; a 
vote that went for Tilden in 1874. 

Gentlemen of the convention : I pray you this hour let all personal 
ambition, let all pride, be put aside. Remember what Democratic vic- 
tory means. It means destruction of the national credit. It means 
madness in all legislation touching finances and the tariff. It means 
that all through the South-land white Republicans must put padlocks ^ 
on their lips, while the black Republicans will be hunted like the 
wolves before the hounds. 

Gentlemen of the convention : Not for Roscoe Conkhng, not for 
New York, but for the ideas of the Republican party ; for the cause,— 
for the cause that we followed, some of us, through fields of battle ; 
in the name of those who have died, in the name of the loyal men to 
whom we would give protection through all the land, in the name of all 
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the interests of humanity that in this centennial time are committed to 
the Republican party, I plead that you to-day give us a candidate with 
whom and under whom we can achieve, not personal ambition, but a 
victory that means honesty in finance, loyalty in government, and abso- 
lute protection to the lowliest and humblest under the flag of our 
fathers. 

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES. 

Ohio being called, Mr. Edward F. Noyes, of that state, ad- 
dressed the convention. 

SPEECH OF MR. NOYES. 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention : On behalf of the 
forty-four delegates from Ohio, representing the entire Republican party 
of Ohio, I have the honor to present to this convention the name of a 
gentleman well known and favorably known throughout the country ; 
one held in high respect and much beloved by the people of Ohio ; a 
man who, during the dark and stormy days of the rebellion, when those 
who are invincible in peace and invisible in battle were uttering brave 
words to cheer their neighbors on, himself in the fore-front of battle, 
followed his leaders and his flag until the authority of our government 
was reestablished from the lakes to the gulf, and from the river around 
to the sea ; a man who has had the rare good fortune since the war was 
over to be twice elected to congress from the district where he resided, 
and subsequently the rarer fortune of beating successively, for the high- 
est office in the gift of the people of Ohio, Allen G. Thurman, George 
H. Pendleton, and William Allen. He is a gentleman who has some- 
how fallen into the habit of defeating Democratic aspirants for the pres- 
idency ; and we in Ohio all have a notion, that, from long experience, 
he will be able to do it again. In presenting the name of Governor 
Hayes, permit me to say we wage no war upon the distinguished gen- 
tlemen whose names have been mentioned here to-day. They have 
rendered great service to their country, which entitles them to our re- 
spect and to our gratitude. I have no word to utter against them. I 
only wish to say that Governor Hayes is the peer of these gentlemen in 
integrity, in character, in ability. They appear as equals in all the 
great qualities which fit men for the highest positions which the Ameri- 
can people can give them. Governor Hayes is honest ; he is brave ; he 
is unpretending ; he is wise, sagacious, — a scholar and a gentleman. 
Enjoying an independent fortune, the simplicity of his private life, his 
modesty of bearing, are a standing rebuke to the extravagance, the 
reckless extravagance, which leads to corruption in public and in private 
places. 

Remember now, delegates to the convention, that a responsible duty 
rests upon you. You can be governed by no wild impulse. You can 
run no fearful risks in this campaign. You must, if you would succe:3d, 
nominate a candidate here who will not only carry the old, strong Re- 
publican states, bu| who will carry Indiana, Ohio, and New York, as 
well as other doubttul states. We care not whom the man shall be, other 
than our own candidate. Whoever you nominate, men of the conven- 
tion, shall receive our heartiest and most earnest efforts for his success. 
But we beg to submit that in Governor Hayes you have those qualities 
which are calculated best to compromise all difficulties, and to soften 
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all antagonisms. He has no personal enmities. His private life is so 
pure that no man has ever dared to assail it. His public acts throughout 
all these years have been above suspicion even. I ask you, then, if, in 
the lack of all these antagonisms, and with all these good qualities,— 
living in a state which holds its election in October, the result of which 
will be decisive, it may be, of the presidential campaign,— if it is not 
worth while to see to it that a candidate is nominated against whom 
nothing can be said, and who is sure to succeed in the campaign? 

In conclusion, permit to say, that if the wisdom of this convention 
shall decide at last that Governor Hayes's nomination is safest and is 
best, that decision will meet with such responsive enthusiasm here in 
Ohio as will insure Republican success at home, and which will be so 
far-reaching and wide-spreading as to make success almost certain from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

SPEECH OF MR. BENJAMIN F. WADE. 

Mr. Wade, of Ohio, said : 

After what has been said by my colleague, there remains but very 
little for me to say. In fact. Gen. Hayes needs no second to name 
him as a nominee for president. He is well known in Ohio. He is 
well known by all the Republicans of Ohio, and respected by all the 
Democracy of Ohio. He is a gentlemen about whom nothing can be 
said to his discredit ; a man who will run without opposition ; a man who 
will enter the field without the fear of any opposition whatever. We of 
Ohio know him well. He is not unknown iri^ official life. He has oc- 
cupied high and responsible official positions^ not only in the state but 
in the nation ; and in the whole period of his official life he has ac- 
quitted himself to the entire satisfaction of those who placed him there. 
And two years ago, when the Republican flag seemed to be trailing, 
when the Republicans stood in fear that their cause might temporarily 
be lost, he was the man that we put up to bear the standard of this 
state in the face of the nation, when the eyes of the whole people 
were upon us, looking at us with the most intense anxiety. I need not 
tell you, in whatever portion of the United States you may reside, that 
the result of his canvass cheered the hearts of Republicans in every 
part of this Union, and turned the tide of victory against Democracy. 
Gen. Hayes has ever been a sound Republican, never deviating from 
his course when others have fallen, and always abetting the cause of 
Republicanism, spending his fortune and his power and strength to 
promote its interest ; an undeviating Republican, in whom there was 
never any mistrust. He stood by the Republican party in the blackest 
hour of our peril. He stood by it in council and in peace, and he 
stood by our guns in war ; and we intend to stand by him as he stood 
by us. 

SPEECH OF MR. ST. GEM, OF MISSOURI. 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention: I claim the right 
to raise a voice fron\the state of Missouri in support of the nomination 
of Governor Rutherford B. Hayes, of Ohio. Without reflecting upon 
the great and illustrious names that have been presented, yet I must 
say, that, in the present state and condition of the country, it is the 
duty of the Republican party and of this convention to reflect upon the 
selection of a standard-bearer that will win in the contest of November. 
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I will say, that on the nomination of Rutherford B. Hayes, of Ohio, a 
response will be heard, not only from the great valley of the Ohio, but 
from the still greater valley of the Mississippi, that has not been heard 
in many contests since the great Republican party was organized. The 
man who has been known as the citizen-soldier, and afterwards to have 
been so honored by the great state of Ohio as to have thrice defeated 
the leaders of the Democratic party, and last, but not least, when the 
state of Ohio rested under the cloud of defeat, was the only man who, 
like Cincinnatus of old, forsook the plow, saved Ohio, and defeated 
William Allen, — that man was Governor Rutherford B. Hayes ; and, 
gentlemen of the convention, there will be a response of all the ele- 
ments of the Republican party, and a concentration of disaffected ele- 
ments that, I believe, no other man could concentrate upon the ticket. 
You would hear no more of Liberal Republicans, or of Reformers. It 
would be a general arousing of the Republican party for the ticket : it 
would be the most triumphant victory since the days of the illustrious 
and immortal Lincoln. Give us Rutherford B. Hayes' as the champion 
of honest money and popular education, and a shout will be raised 
through the land that no other candidate can raise. Give us Rutherford 
B. Hayes as the candidate of the Republican party, and there will be no 
such thing as defeat. 

SPEECH OF MR. J. W. DAVIS, OF WEST VIRGINIA. 

Mr. President : In behalf of myself and of my colleagues, I heartily 
second the nomination of the gentleman who has preceded me. The 
character of Governor Hayes is irreproachable and unreproached. As a 
soldier, he inspired enthusiasm among his followers and respect among 
his foes. He has filled the highest offices of the state, civil and mili- 
tary, legislative and executive, state and national, and on every occa- 
sion he has been found equal to the situation which he filled. His 
devotion to the principles of civil liberty is such that his election would 
be a guaranty of the freedom of every citizen of the United States. 
His hand would hold firmly the reins of government. Nominate him 
here to-day, and he will surely be elected. Elect him, and you have a 
president that every American citizen, at home or abroad, will be proud 
to call his president. Without saying anything against anybody else, I 
feel sure that the nomination of Hayes is an assured fact. His election 
is just as certain as that the sun is to rise to-morrow morning. Nomi- 
nate him, and he will be the president of the United States when the 
next presidential election shall occur. 

JOHN F. HARTRANFT. 

Mr. Linn Bartholomew, as the representative of Pennsyl- 
vania, took the platform and said : 

SPEECH OF MR. BARTHOLOMEW. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention : The manifest anx- 
iety that pervades this assembly to depart, shall hasten me to a conclu- 
sion. I know well that the gentleman whose name I propose to this 
convention, should he direct me, would ask and request that, so far as 
his merits are concerned, they should be expressed with exceeding 
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great modesty, for that is his character. I say here, as others have 
said before me, that I concede to the gentlemen named a great intel- 
lectual superiority over my candidate. I do not claim for General John 
F. Hartranft, of Pennsylvania, that he possesses great intellectuality, 
but I do claim for him that he knows enough to know that he does not 
know everything, and is willing to take and to follow good, sound, whole- 
some advice ; and when an mdividual gets that far upon the road, he 
possesses decided merit, at least in my estimation. I can say this, gen- 
tlemen, in behalf of John F. Hartranft,— that his patriotism cannot be 
questioned ; that his Republican principles cannot be questioned. His 
Republicanism was taught him under rebel fire. Before the echo of the 
first gun that fired on Fort Sumter had died away, John F. Hartranft 
was in the service of his country. He remained at the front, doing 
battle for his country, until material treason failed at Appomattox. His 
civil life has been a successful one. He has been an executive, re- 
elected in the state of Pennsylvania. His character is that of a Chr^- 
tian gentleman. He possesses the requirements for an executive offi- 
cer ; and let me say here to you, that he has a patriotism as large as 
our land. It will cover every inch of territory in our land ; and in our 
commonwealth his name is a synonyme of honesty. The people of Penn- 
sylvania love him. You have pronounced in this convention over and 
over again, that Pennsylvania is a certain state. Let me say to the del- 
egates here, that no single man upon our soil has done more to make 
her a pronounced Republican state than General John F. Hartranft. 
His administration has been economical. No word, no charge of cor- 
ruption, was ever uttered successfully against his acts. Economy is his 
rule,— not that false economy that would send our representatives to 
foreign courts in nankeen pants and straw hats, but that good, wise 
economy of administration of government that is the evidence of states- 
manship ; and I say here, without detaining you further, that he is with 
us one of our chosen,— nay, our chosen leader. This nomination on 
the part of the Pennsylvania delegation was unsought by him. He 
never sought it. It was thrust on him by the Republican party of Penn- 
sylvania ; and I ask of you here to take his claims into due considera- 
tion, because we know he is worthy. He wants in nothing to complete 
a good and available and successful candidate of the Republican party. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The President. It is not necessary to read the remaining states, as 
there are no other candidates. 

Mr. CuMBACK, of Indiana. I move we adjourn till to-morrow morn- 
ing at lo o'clock, and that the vote be taken by the call of the states. 

The President. The question is upon a motion that this convention 
adjourn until lo o'clock to-morrow. The secretary will call the roll of 
states. 

The roll-call was begun. Alabama voted 20 nays ; Arkan- 
sas, 1 1 yeas and one nay. At this point, — 

Mr Edick, of New York. I move as an amendment that we take 
an informal ballot, and after that, we take an adjournment until 10 
o'clock to-morrow. , rr^t ^ 

Another Delegate. The roll-call has commenced. That motion is 
out of order. 
6 
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Mr. Frye, of Maine, inquired if the hall could be lighted. 

The President. I desire to say, for the information of the conven- 
tion, that I am informed that the gas-lights of this hall are in such con- 
dition that they cannot safely be lighted. 

On motion, the convention then adjourned at 5 : 15 p. M. un- 
til 10 o'clock Friday morning. 



Third Day — Friday, June 16, 1876. 

At 10 ; 30 A. M. the convention was called to order by the 
president, who requested unauthorized persons occupying seats 
set apart for delegates to retire, and announced that this rule 
would be absolutely enforced during the session of the day. 

The proceedings of the morning were opened with prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Morgan, of St. John's Episcopal Church, of 
Cincinnati, as follows : 

OPENING PRAYER. 

Almighty God, Father of all blessings, Ruler of the universe, to 
thee we come to ask for grace and mercy to rest upon this convention. 
We need thy help. We pray thee in mercy to interpose and vouchsafe 
unto us thy grace, as thou seest thy servants need at this time. We 
pray thee, O God, to look upon us graciously and bless us, gathered 
together in this council. We pray thee to bless the people of these 
United States : bless the fathers and mothers : bless our sons and our 
daughters. Bless, we pray thee, the chief magistrate of this nation. 
Bless, we pray thee, the senators and representatives of this people in 
congress assembled, and this national council. Vouchsafe unto them, 
we pray thee, the direction of thine own wisdom, that by their endeavors 
all things may be so ordered and settled upon the surest and best 
foundations, that truth and happiness, religion and piety, may be estab- 
lished among us for all generations. Save to us, we pray thee, the 
goodly heritage that thou hast bequeathed us by the hands of our 
lathers. Make strong and firm the hearts of the rulers ; make patriot- 
ic and pious the hearts of the people of this land, we pray thee. Settle 
and establish our civil and religious institutions. Deliver us, we pray 
thee, from the blight of ignorance and superstition. Bring to naught 
the machinations of evil and designing men. We pray thee, O Lord, 
that truth and justice may be established in our land for all generations. 
These and all other mercies that we need, we humbly ask in the name 
and for the sake of thy Son and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
taught us to pray, and to say, — ** Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name : thy kingdom come : thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven : give us this day our daily bread : forgive us our tres- 
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us : lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil ; — for thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever." Amen. 
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The President. Before proceeding to general business, the chair 
desires to call to the attention of the delegations from Alabama, 
from Florida, and from the District of Columbia, their privilege of 
naming a member of the National Committee for their respective dis- 
tricts, the order relative to the announcement of the committee having 
been passed prior to the settlement of the contests. 

The chair has been requested to have the following announcements 
read : 

The meeting of the National Executive Committee of the Union 
League of America will be held immediately after the final adjournment 
of the convention, at the head-quarters of the Illinois delegation, in the 
Burnet House. 

WM. A. NEWELL, Chairman. 

Cincinnati, June 14, 1876. 
To the President of the National Republican Convention : 

Dear Sir : The delegates to the National Republican Convention, 
and the friends in attendance, are very cordially invited to visit the 
annual exhibition of the School of Design of the Cincinnati University, 
at College Hall, on Walnut street, opposite the Gibson House. 

The exhibition will be open on the 14th, 15th, i6th, and 17th inst. 
until 10 P. M. 

Very respectfully, 

ALEX. H. McGUFFEY, 
GEORGE HOADLY, 
RUFUS KING, 
SAMUEL F. HUNT, 

Committee on School of Design. 

Also, the following : 

June 15, 1876. 
To the Republican National Convention : 

Gentlemen : I am requested by the Board of Directors of the House 
of Refuge of this city to extend a cordial invitation to the members of 
the convention to visit this institution, in a body or individually, and 
examine its various departments. Please designate a certain time, and 
every attention will be given visiting members. 
Very respectfully, 

E. C. KIMBALL, Acting Secretary 

BALLOTING FOR PRESIDENT. 

The President. The first business in order is the balloting for a 
candidate for the office of President of the United States. If it be the 
pleasure of the convention, the secretary will proceed to call the roll of 
states, and the chairman of each delegation will announce, as distinctly 
as possible, from his place, the choice of the delegation. 

first ballot. 

At twenty minutes of 11, the balloting for President began, 
and proceeded as follows : 
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I 








North Carolina* 
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2 
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2 
2 
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3 
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2 
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Totals. 


285 
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■ 
99 


61 


58 


3 


II 



* One absent. 
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During the call of the roll, persons in the galleries interfered 
considerably with the dispatch of business by applauding 
when the votes were announced. The delegates were annoyed 
by the cheers and applause, and rebuked it by hissing,- which 
led the president to remark, — 

The chair thinks he will take the responsibility of saying that there 
is an obvious impropriety in hissing, whatever may be said as to the 
propriety of cheering. 

The votes of the successive states were, however, still greeted 
with manifestations, and the president again reminded those 
in the galleries that they were interfering with the transaction 
of the business of the convention. 

A Delegate from Wisconsin. I would suggest that the chair notify 
the occupants of the gallery that business will be suspended unless 

order is preserved. t xt, 4. -4. 

The President. It is very likely that the chair will reach that point 
in a very short time, unless there be a modification of the demonstra- 
tions in the galleries. ...,,. J •. u +u^ 

Mr. James L. Alcorn, of Mississippi. We desire to change the 
vote of Mississippi, as announced. 

The President. Under the rule, there can be no change at present. 

Mr. Bruce, of Mississippi. We desire to correct the vote. One of 
our delegates was absent when our state was called, but subsequently 

came in. , , ^ j 

The President. The convention will please to come to order, as a 
very important point is involved in the pending proposition. The 
gentleman from Mississippi made the announcement of the vote as 
reported from the desk. Subsequently a member from Mississippi, 
who was reported as absent when the vote was taken in the delegation, 
came into the hall, and the proposition of the gentleman now is to 
correct the vote so as to include the vote of the gentleman who was 
absent when the delegation acted, and when the vote was announced. 
The chair desires to say that under the fourth rule adopted yesterday, 
this is laid down as the law: " And when any state has announced its 
vote, it shall so stand until the ballot is announced, unless in case of 
numerical error." 

Another delegate from Mississippi took the floor to argue 
that the desired change in the vote should be made. 

A Wisconsin Delegate. Let the chair rule on the proposition. ^ 
The Mississippi Delegate. The proposed change is strictly m 
order. The chairman of the Mississippi delegation was in error m 
the announcement of the vote. He certainly has or ought to have a 
right to correct an error made in the announcement of the vote. 

The President. If the chairman of the delegation will rise and 
say that in the announcement of the vote he committed what is called 
a numerical error, the chair will hold that he has a right to correct it; 
but the chair rules that he has no right to change the vote so as to add 
one to the number of persons returned as voting. 
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Mr. Bruce. I was in error in announcing the vote. It should have 
been ii for Morton, 3 for Bristow, and i for Conkling. I also stated 
that one member was absent when we acted, but came in subsequently. 

The President. Two propositions are involved. One is to correct 
an error made in announcing the vote, which he has a right to do, and 
the chair has opened the question for that purpose. Will the gentle- 
man from Mississippi give me his attention and state how the vote 
would stand as corrected ? 

Mr. Bruce. Eleven for Morton. 3 for Bristow, and i for Conkling. 

The President. It is very important now to have everything cor- 
rectly stated. The gentleman from Mississippi reports the vote of his 
state as standing 11 for Morton, Bristow 3, and Conkling i. Now, 
upon the other point. Do you press the right of your absent delegate 
to vote ? * 

Mr. Bruce. I withdraw the request. 

The President. The chair will announce the result of the ballot. 
The total number of votes cast was 754. Of these James G. Blaine 
received 285; Benjamin H. Bristow, 113; Roscoe Conkling, 90; John 
F. Hartranft, 58 ; Rutherford B. Hayes, 61 ; Marshall Jewell, 11 ; Oliver 
P. Morton, 124 ; William A. Wheeler, 3. No one having a majority of 
all the votes, there is no choice. The secretary will proceed with the 
next call. 

Mr. H. H. Bingham, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman: I move 
that this convention take a recess of fifteen minutes, to allow a consul- 
tation in various delegations. 

Not agreed to. 

second ballot. 

Alabama was tv^ice called, but the delegation asked time for 
consultation. 

Mr. William Orton, of New York. If it is in order, I suggest 
whenever a state is not ready to respond to the call, that it be passed! 
and that the absentees be called at the end of the roll. 

The President. That would create confusion, and is rather in an- 
tagonism with the spirit of the rules, which looks to the record of each 
vote in its order. 

The convention then proceeded with the second ballot, with 
the followino^ result : 
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* One absent. 
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During the roll-call the following proceedings took place : 
Some of the announcements of votes being greeted by hisses 
in the galleries, — 

A Delegate from New York. I move that the sergeant-at-arms be 
instructed hereafter to remove any person hissing in the galleries. 

The President. I think this difficulty will be very much obviated if 
the mature people in the gallery will consider for a moment how im- 
proper it is for those who are here purely by favor of the convention to 
be interfering with the business of the convention. The chair is very 
reluctant to interfere with the comfort and enjoyment of any one within 
this building, but it may become a necessary duty for the chair to clear 
the galleries, because the work of the convention must go on. 

Subsequently the president remarked : 

The chair has been informed that persons in the rear of the hall can- 
not hear the announcement of the votes. If there be no objection, a 
person will be stationed in the rear of the hall to reannounce the votes. 

The suggestion w^as unanimously agreed to. - 

The vote of Pennsylvania being announced by the chairman 

of the delegation as 58 for Hartranft, Mr. J. Smith Futhey, of 

Chester, rising to his feet, said, — 

"Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. The vote for Pennsyl- 
vania was not correctly announced ; myself and my colleague, repre- 
senting the Sixth Congressional District, composed of the counties of 
Chester and Delaware, wish to cast our votes for James G. Blaine. 
We requested the chairman of the delegation to so announce our votes, 
but he refused, and we now ask and demand that our votes shall now 
be recorded for James G. Blaine." 

Two other delegates from Pennsylvania made similar requests. 

The President. A question of privilege of that sort must be setded 
before we pass to the next state. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pennsylvania. I ask the attention of the chair to 
Rule 3. 

Delegate on the platform. Rule 6 covers the case. 

The President. The chair will state the case. The chairman of 
the Pennsylvania delegation rises in his place and reports, as the vote 
of that state, fifty-eight votes for John F. Hartranft. The gentleman 
from the Westchester District, speaking for himself and his colleague 
of the Sixth Pennsylvania District, and the gentleman from Pittsburgh, 
Mr. Hampden, of the Twenty-second District, and Mr. Stewart, from 
the Twenty-first District, rise to a point of order, which is that the 
report of the vote made by the chairman of the delegation is not the 
report of the vote cast in the delegation, which, of course, raises a 
question of the very highest privilege. That point of order being 
raised, the chair rules that it is the right of any and of every member 
equally, to vote his sentiments in this convention. 

Mr. McCoRMiCK, of Pennsylvania. I respectfully appeal from the 
decision of the chair. 
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The President. The gentleman from Pennsylvania appeals from 
the decision of the chair, and the question for the convention to deter- 
mine is, Shall the decision of the chair be sustained? 

The question was put, and the chair was sustained. 

The President. The question of the right of these gentlemen 
having been settled, the chair holds, under the order of this body, that 
the four votes of the gentlemen shall be recorded as they elect they 
shall be. 

Mr. Cessna. My colleague, Mr. McCormick, asked to be heard be- 
fore that vote was taken. 

The President. I did not hear him. 

Mr. McCormick. The trouble is, you did not want to hear me. 

The President. I will say to my colleague from Pittsburgh that his 
imputation upon the chair is dishonoring to him. ^ 

Mr. R. W. Thompson, of Indiana (interrupting). I protest, in this 
convention, against the gentleman from Pennsylvania or the chair 
turning this convention into an arena for their personal controversies. 
Their personal controversies should be settled outside of this conven- 
tion. We are here to transact the business of the Republican con- 
vention. We are here as the representatives of the greatest party in 
the world, and this convention is not to be turned into a theatre for the 
settlement of their personal controversies. When any gentleman in 
this convention chooses to hurl a personal insult into the face of one of 
his colleagues by telling him that he has dishonored himself, he abuses 
the privileges which we have confided to him. I protest against it in 
the name of the American people, and I demand that this convention 
shall be heard upon the question as to whether it affirms or disaffirms 
this opinion. 

The President. Will the convention hear the chair for one mo- 
ment. The chair has not the least desire in the world to interfere with 
the exercise by the convention, and by every member of the conven- 
tion, of every right and every privilege which he possesses. I hope 
there is no gentleman within the limits of the United States who knows 
me, after some years of public service, who supposes that I would 
intentionally abuse the powers of this position, and that I would do 
any injustice to any gentleman of this convention. My colleague 
from Pittsburgh irritated me very much when he said that I did not wish 
to hear some appeal which he made. I say to the convention, as I said 
to him, that I did not hear the appeal. 

Mr. Thompson. I do not object to that, sir. You told your colleague 
that he had dishonored himself. 

The President. I am just coming to that point. The gentleman 
then said,—-*' You did not hear the appeal, because you did not wish to 
hear it." Now, I appeal to the gdlant gentleman from Indiana wheth- 
er it was very much out of place for a young man to retort in kind a 
remark of that sort. I withdraw the remark I made, however. 

Mr. Thompson. I desire to say, sir, in response to that question, 
that it is out of place for the president of the convention to use it as 
an instrument to hurl back his anathemas at his colleagues. 

Mr. Hoar, of Massachusetts. I raise the point of order, that while 
the roll-call is in order, and after the announcement of a vote, nothing 
of this kind is in order, nothing whatever can be done. 
Mr. Oliver, of Pennsylvania. [Cries of " sit down."] Gentlemen, 
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you have given the chairman of this convention a chance. He here 
publicly — [confusion.] I wish to say something which concerns the 
chairman. 

The President. I withdraw the remark. 

Mr, Oliver. Gentlemen, listen to me. I will not give you any 
trouble. [Cries of '' Order !"] 

Mr. Oliver. The chair recognized me, and I have a right to make 
my statement. [Cries of ** Order!"] 

The President. The gentleman from Massachusetts rises to the 
point of order that the convention is in process of executing its own 
order and cannot be interrupted. It is a good point of order ; but how 
are we to get out of the difficulty if a gentleman rises to announce his 
own vote? Perhaps it would be a good way to get rid of the difficulty, 
if, when an announcementjs made, some gentleman interested therein 
should say that it is not a correct announcement, thus raising a ques- 
tion of privilege, and insisting upon his right to be fairly recorded. 

A Delegate. The chair has declared the result. 

Mr. Cessna. Oh ! no, we have no vote. 

Mr. Thornberg, of Tennessee. I move that the vote just taken to 
sustain the chair be reconsidered, for the purpose of allowing the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania to be heard. 

Mr. Hoar. I move to lay that motion upon the table. 

Mr. Cessna. The gentleman has not the floor. Did not my friend 
from Tennessee yield me the floor.? 

Mr. Thornberg. No, sir, I do not yield the floor. I move the pre- 
vious question on my motion. 

^ The President. The gentleman from Tennessee moves to recon- 
sider the vote by which the chair was sustained. 

Several gentlemen claimed the floor. 

Mr. Thornberg. I do not yield the floor. My motion is in order 
to reconsider the last vote, and then the Pennsylvania delegation on 
both sides should be heard. 

A Delegate from Virginia. I rise to a point of order, that nothing 
is now in order but to call the roll. 

Mr. Sener, of Virginia. Then the gentleman can yield his time to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Thornberg. I yield five minutes of my time to Mr. Cessna. 

A Delegate from Missouri. I raise the point that this whole thing 
is out of order. 

The President That has been raised and overruled on the ground 
that, being a question of high personal privilege, it may be rightfully 
brought into the convention. 

Mr. Cessna. I trust I may come before this convention. All I ask 
is, that the convention may understand the position which the Penn- 
sylvania delegation to-day occupies before this convention and before 
the country. I feel that my colleague in the chair made his decision 
without a proper understanding or examination of the rules, or he 
would not have made it in the way he has ; therefore, I shall be com- 
pelled to vote for the motion of my friend from Tennessee, to recon- 
sider the vote by which the appeal was laid upon the table. I ask the 
attention of my friend in the chair and of this convention to the second 
rule of this convention. 

*• Each state shall be entitled to double the number of its senators and 
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representatives in congress, according to the last apportionment. Each 
territory and the District of Columbia shall be entitled to two votes. 
The votes of each delegation shall be reported by its chairman." 

Now, the next rule provides that after the chairman of each delega- 
tion has reported, there shall be no change until the next ballot. 

Mr. Cessna. I beg now to read the authority. [Confusion.] I 
claim the right to read it to this convention. 

The President. The gentleman is entitled to the floor. I hope 
the convention will come to order. This is a very important feature. ^ 

Mr. Cessna. I am not here to cast any firebrands. I am here in 
the interest of peace and harmony in Pennsylvania, and in the interest 
of peace and harmony in this convention and throughout this broad 
land. No man will be more earnest for the final result of this conven- 
tion than I will, if you will allow me to state my position. The con- 
vention which elected our delegates passed unanimously a resolution 
instructing us to vote for Hartranft, and cast the vote of Pennsylvania 
as a unit, as a majority of the delegation should direct it, and it was 
signed by Henry M. Hoyt, chairman of the state central committee, 
and Edward McPherson, president of this convention. Now, my fel- 
low members, this delegation of ours met here and authorized our 
chairman to cast the vote of Pennsylvania as a unit for Hartranft ; and 
we then passed a resolution that he should continue until he was 
called upon by twenty members of the convention to call us up for 
consultation, which has not been done. This was not reconsidered, 
and I pray my fellow-members not to bring the matter into the con- 
vention. We can settle it outside peaceably and harmoniously, and 
we will add strength to the nominee when he is chosen. We will raise 
the banner when we get him, and carry it from Erie to Delaware, from 
New York to Ohio, whether it be James G. Blaine or any other man. 

Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania. I am a delegate here representing 
an independent congressional district, and while I acknowledge that I 
am under obligations here to our gallant governor, General John F. 
Hartranft, I have also a duty to perform to the convention which sent 
me here as a delegate. I have also to perform a duty to my constitu- 
ents, who sent me to this convention to represent them, and I propose 
to do it, if this convention will allow me the simplest justice in the 
world. I have tried to fulfil my duty, as I have stated : on the first 
ballot I tried to fulfil my duty to Hartranft, and I was willing to have 
my vote cast for him. The second duty I tried to fulfil in the same 
way. What I consider my paramount duty is the duty I owe to my own 
constituents, whom I came here to represent. Those constituents sent 
me to this convention through the ordinary channels by which we get 
here, and I propose now, if this convention will award the simplest 
justice in the world, to represent those constituents in giving my vote, 
and my people are united on this subject. I propose to do that by 
casting my vote for James G. Blaine. 

Mr. FuTHEY, of Pennsylvania. My colleague and myself represent 
the Sixth Congressional District of Pennsylvania, and we are here by 
virtue of an election held in our own district. We come here with 
credentials from our own district. We owe no allegiance to the state 
convention, and we recognize no right of that convention to say how 
we shall vote. We claim the right to represent our own constituents. 
The counties of Chester and Delaware are almost a unit for James G. 
Blaine, and, representing those counties, we should be false to our con- 
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stituents and to ourselves if we voted for any one else. We ask that 
our votes shall be recorded in accordance with our views and the senti- 
ments of our constituents. The sixth rule adopted by this convention 
says the chairman shall announce the number of votes for any candi- 
date, or for or against any proposition. Our chairman did not an- 
nounce our votes, and we have the right to demand, under that rule, 
that our votes shall be recorded. 

Mr. Hale, of Maine. Gentlemen : Let me make a suggestion in the 
interest of the harmony of this convention. We should have little to 
do with differences arising in the Pennsylvania delegation, which we 
should not be called upon to settle here. I do not understand that a 
reflection is cast upon the chairman of the delegation in giving the 
vote as he did under the unit rule, but certain members of that delega- 
tion have asked that their votes be recorded as individual members of 
this convention. I do not believe that, when Pennsylvania retires to 
consider this question, the delegation from that state will insist that 
members shall have their votes declared contrary to their wishes ; 
therefore I suggest that, by unanimous consent, while this roll-call 
proceeds, Pennsylvania be allowed to retire, and report to this conven- 
tion in harmonious fashion, what are the actual wishes and votes of the 
individual members of the delegation. I, for one, am willing, on this 
proposition, to trust the old state of Pennsylvania. I ask that unani- 
mous consent be given that the Pennsylvania delegation may retire. 

Mr. Thornberg. I object. 

Mr. Hale. Then, Mr. President, I ask, in the interest of the ex- 
pedition of the business of this convention, that the chair state the 
exact condition of the question ; what is the condition of the appeal ; 
is there to be any further action or debate upon it, or has it been sus- 
tained ; and that the chair direct the secretary of the convention to an- 
nounce the vote, and that then we proceed to what nine out of every 
ten men here earnestly desire, to close up our business in decent fashion, 
and go to the American people. 

Mr. Van Zandt, of Rhode Island. We are unwilling in any way 
that this convention should interfere with or should suggest to any 
delegation in this convention whether they shall retire for consultation 
or otherwise. We desire to express the views of the little state of 
Rhode Island on this question. 

The state of Pennsylvania can take care of herself. She is big 
enough and noble enough to do it; and if that convention passed reso- 
lutions instructing their delegates to cast a unit vote, and those gentle- 
men allowed themselves to be elected upon that platform, I care not 
whether the immediate constituencies represented by the gentlemen 
were unanimously in favor of the gentleman from Maine or any other 
gentleman, they are bound by the platform of their convention. I say 
they are bound by the platform of that convention ; and not only that, 
but that platform, as I understand, was liberally qualified by the vote of 
the delegation of that great and noble state, who voted that at any time 
when twenty members — which is far less than a majority — wished to 
rescind that vote, it could be rescinded. 

Now, sir, I have had some fifteen years' experience in parliamentary 
law, and I say that this convention, if it goes on in this way, will get 
to be a mob. The people of this great country, from their firesides and 
their homes, are looking toward us to-day, — for what? For propriety, 
decency, and order, and instead of that we have been converting our- 
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selves into a sort of amateur bear-garden ; and I implore my friends 
from Pennsylvania, whether they are for the one candidate or tor the 
other, to allow this vote to be cast by their chairman under the plattorm 
of their convention, and under the rules which they have established 
for themselves, and then to proceed with the roll-call. If they desire 
to retire for consultation, let them, and God speed the candidate they 
vote for, and God speed the candidate of this convention. 

Mr. Oliver, of Pennsylvania. I will only take a few minutes of your 
time, jjentlemen, and I think it will be for your interest, and will expe- 
dite business, if you will allow me quietly to state the case. You will 
undoubtedly have to make this decision. I will give you the story. 
The state convention of Pennsylvania met. It has been the rule m 
Pennsylvania that the state convention, and not the separate districts, 
should send the delegates to the national convention. 1 he Repub icans 
of Chester county, a district which now and then sets up a little tor 
itself, and thinks it is a little in advance of the balance of our state, 
met in county convention and elected the gentleman who spoke before 
me, and his colleague, as delegates to the national convention, ihe 
state convention adopted those two delegates, and they are the only 
two delegates in the whole list of fifty-eight that were not elected by 
the state convention. John F. Hartranft was proposed for president: 
his friends had control of that convention. The Republican party ot 
Pennsylvania, all of them, had control of that convention, because 
there was no opposition to him. A delegation was to be sent to Cin- 
cinnati favorable to him. These gentlemen, every one of them, pledged 
themselves to John F. Hartranft. The delegates met on Tuesday 
morning at head-quarters here. A resolution was passed there by the 
delegation that our chairman be instructed to cast the vote tor the en- 
tire delejration. There was scarcely any objection to that. It was 
decided tliat a meeting might be held at any time, when twenty mem- 
bers would call it. They never called that meeting. They never asked 
for any change. Our chairman casts fift>-eight votes as he was in- 
structed, not only by our delegation, but by the Repubhcans of Penn- 
sylvania. Our chairman casts that vote. It was right ; it was tair ; it 
was in accordance with the rules of our party in our state ; it was the 
wish of our people, and the wish of the majority of the delegation. 
The unit rule reads,—- And are hereby instructed to vote for John t . 
Hartranft,— to give him an earnest, constant, and united support ; and 
upon all questions to be heard before or arising in the convention, to 
cast the vote of Pennsylvania as the majority of the delegation shall 
direct." The chairman of this convention was the chairman ot the 
convention that passed that ; and you [turning to the chairman] wrote 
the resolution yourself, sir. 
The President. Not that resolution. 

Mr. Oliver. Yes, sir, you did. You wrote the resolution. We 
have the authority of your decision. If you will stultify yourself, you 
are not the man that Pennsylvania put forward as her chairman. 

The President. The chair begs now to be heard. 1 here is no 
doubt whatever that the first duty of this convention is to Proceed with 
the roll-call. The first duty of the chair is to enforce the order ot the 
convention, to direct the roll-call to proceed. Now, if the convention 
will recollect, the only question the chair decided was this: ihese 
parties claimed the right, in their individual capacity, to vote their par- 
ticular sentiments. I, as chairman of this convention, know nothing 
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whatever of any rules except the rules which you have laid down for 
my control. The chair therefore directs that the vote of Pennsylvania 
be recorded as fifty-four votes for John F. Hartranft and four votes for 
James G. Blaine, stating this, however, that if, at the end of the roll- 
call, it be the sense of the convention that the chair has made an erro- 
neous ruling, or has done any one an injury or an injustice, it will then 
be competent for the convention to correct it, without any interruption 
of the roll-call. 

The roll-call then proceeded, during which Mr. T. M. Pome- 
roy, of New York, took the chair, the president being called 
out in consultation with the Pennsylvania delegation. 

After the roll-call, Mr. Thornberg moved the previous ques- 
tion upon the motion he made. 

The Chair. The gentlemen will state his motion again. 

Mr. Thornberg. My motion was to reconsider the vote by which 
the convention sustained the chair in his ruling, that certain votes which 
were not cast by the chairman of the delegation should be taken and 
recorded. 

The Chair. The question is upon the motion to reconsider, upon 
which the previous question is demanded. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Hale. I do not understand the motion. 

The Chair. The motion is to reconsider the decision of the con- 
vention, by which the four votes of Pennsylvania were changed from 
Mr. Hartranft to Mr. Blaine. 

Mr. Hale. How does the chair decide the vote? 

The Chair. The previous question was demanded upon it. That 
was lost. The question is upon the motion to reconsider. Those in 
favor of the motion to reconsider will say '*Aye," — those opposed, 
**No." The nays appear to have it. 

Calls were made for a division. 

Mr. Hale. That is all right. We have no objection. 

The Chair. A division is called for, which can only be had by 
a call of the roll. A call of the roll is asked. Is there a second? 
Kentucky seconds it. The clerk will call the roll, which is upon the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the chair announced that the 
four votes from Pennsylvania could be changed. 

Mr. Sener, of Virginia, inquired whether the vote on this 
question would settle the general question whether each dele- 
gation must vote as a unit. 

The Chair. In answer to the gentleman, the chair will state that 
it is not in his power to decide what the effect of it will be. The 
motion is to reconsider the decision of the convention, by which the 
chair was sustained in changing those votes upon which the call of the 
roll is demanded, and no debate is now in order. Delegates will take 
their seats, and all persons not in their seats will be removed from the 
fioor by the sergeant-at-arms. The chair recognizes nobody. No de- 
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bate is in order; the call of the roll has already commenced. The 
chair is not entitled to recognize anybody, but by request he will again 
state the question, which is upon the motion to reconsider the vote of 
the convention in favor of the decision of the chair in allowing the 
change in the vote of the Pennsylvania delegation. 

The clerk then called the roll, and the state delegations voted 

as follow^s : 



2 

i6 

5 
6 

15 

8 

15 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



States. Ay. No. 

Alabama — 20 

Arkansas 10 2 

California 5 7 

Colorado — 6 

Connecticut 10 2 

Delaware — 6 

Florida i 7 

Georgia 17 5 

Illinois 10 32 

Indiana 30 — 

Iowa — 22 

Kansas — 10 

Kentucky 23 i 

Louisiana 10 6 

Maine — 14 

Maryland — 16 

Massachusetts 5 11 

Michigan 21 i 

Minnesota 2 8 

Mississippi 8 8 

Missouri 11 19 

Nebraska — 6 

Nevada 6 — 

New Hampshire — 9 

New Jersey 5 13 

[During the roll-call the president resumed the chair.] 

The President. The vote is reconsidered, and the question arises, 
Shall the decision of the chair be sustained ? 

Mr. Ingersoll, of Illinois. I move to lay it on the table. 

The President. There is no occasion for that. The question is 
directly on sustaining the appeal. 

Mr. Ingersoll, of Illinois. The simple question before this con- 
vention is, whether each delegate has a right to vote as he believes the 
people he represents wish him to vote, or whether he can be tied by 
packed caucuses, whether he can be tied by party machinery, and 
forced to vote against the sentiments of his constituents and against 
his own choice. I tell you that we cannot afford to go to this country 
upon the idea that a delegate from a state can be forced, against his 
will and against his conscience, to vote for a man that he does not be- 
lieve his constituents want. It has been decided by a Republican 
convention for the United States, and it was decided in the case of 
Pennsylvania, that, notwithstanding an instruction to vote as a unit, 
the delegates had a right to vote as they pleased. What we want to 



states. Ay. 

New York 56 

North Carolina 12 

Ohio 24 

Oregon — 

Pennsylvania 58 

Rhode Island 8 

South CaroUna 12 

Tennessee 8 

Texas 1 1 

Vermont 4 

Virginia 6 

West Virginia 2 

Wisconsin... 4 

Arizona — 

Dakota — 

District of Columbia — 

Idaho — 

Montana — 

New Mexico — 

Utah — 

Washington — 

Wyoming 2 



No. 

12 

7 

20 

6 



Totals 381 359 
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find out is, who is the real choice of this convention ; and what the 
convention wants to find out is, who is the real choice of the great Re- 
publican party of the United States. For one, I believe in allowing 
every delegate upon this floor the right to vote his choice, the right to 
represent his constituents, and I am utterly opposed to the gag law of 
caucus and party machinery. 

Mr. Thompson, of Indiana. The simple question to be now decided 
by this convention is this : whether, after we have been sent here by 
our state conventions, under instructions from them, we have the indi- 
vidual right to violate those instructions ; whether the voice of a sov- 
ereign state, declared through her state authorities, shall be defied by 
individuals under a claim of personal right. The Republican party of 
Pennsylvania has settled, in their state convention appointing their del- 
egates to this convention, under a positive injunction, under irrevocable 
instructions, that they should cast their vote as a unit, not for them- 
selves, but for the party in Pennsylvania. When they accepted their 
position as members of this convention, they became bound, by every 
consideration of justice, of right, of truth, and of honor, to obey those 
instructions ; and I will not give my vote or my sanction to any system 
of rules or measures which shall disfranchise the people of Pennsyl- 
vania. I say, then, that if a gentleman accepts a position from a state 
convention under such instructions as these, it is his duty, if he cannot 
obey them, to retire, and let somebody else take his place. 

Mr, HoTCHKiss, of New York. Mr, Chairman and Gentleinen of 
this Convention : The simple question presented to this convention, the 
practical question, is, whether there are law and order and discipline in 
the Republican party ^ whether, when this convention makes its nomina- 
tion, each delegate here is bound by that nomination, or whether he 
may go home and violate the vote of the majority here. I hold to 
party discipline. An individual is born into society without his choice. 
When he joins a political party, he does it of his own free will. When 
he is born into society, he gives no pledges. When he joins a political 
party, he gives the pledge of his honor as a man. If he violates the 
law that you impose upon him, he is hung as a traitor, or ought to be ; 
but if he violates the law that he himself has agreed to, he ought to be 
hung as a dastard. 

Gentlemen of this convention, I represent, in part, the state of New 
York, the Republican state of New York. We make our own regula- 
tions there, and Pennsylvania does not interfere with them. Pennsyl- 
vania comes here with her regulations and her customs governing her 
representatives, and New York should not interfere with them ; and it 
is for this convention to say whether other states should or not. Every 
state and every gentleman speaks here for himself. Now I beg this 
convention not to set the example, not to establish the precedent, that 
a state convention or a national convention, by its resolutions, does not 
bind every individual member of the party. If he does not like it, let 
him step out, but, as long as he belongs to that party, let him be gov- 
erned by the laws of that party ; and, when a delegate from Pennsylva- 
nia comes here, he comes here under the Pennsylvania constitution and 
Pennsylvania law. He is bound to obey that law ; and I hope this con- 
vention will not excuse him. Practically, it amounts to nothing whether 
four votes go one way or four votes go another ; but there is a principle 
that underlies this, which it would be dangerous to overthrow. 

Mr. Van Zandt, of Rhode Island. I wish to say but one word, with 
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the permission of the convention, and I wish they would allow me that 
particularly, because I believe I represent in a small way a small state 
here. I trust that we shall stick to our old rule, which has always guided 
the Republican party in all its former deliberations, and not vary from 
it. Do you know, Mr. President and gentlemen of the convention, the 
brink of the abyss you are standing upon when you sustain the chair? 
I look at it in this way, — that it would lead to the disintegration of the 
Republican party ; for, if the convention in Pennsylvania instruct their 
delegates to vote as a unit, instruct them to stand upon the Republican 
platform and send them here as Republicans, and if those gentlemen 
can vary from these instructions in one respect they can in any other. 
I say, gentlemen of the convention, that applying that principle as cor- 
rect, it may equally follow that any representatives in this convention 
who are dissatisfied with the choice of the convention can go home and 
bolt its nomination as individuals, and vote against those nominations. 
We are to be bound by certain rules and laws. Party lines hang loosely 
in this country at best, and they had better be tightened up here to-day, 
or the results will be disastrous with the great Republican party. I 
pray you, gentlemen, — and I would not have left my seat for any small 
or trivial reason, — I pray you not to open these' great gates. The 
Republican convention of Pennsylvania instructed these gentlemen to 
vote for a certain candidate, and to vote as a unit. They have decided 
among themselves that when twenty of them desire to retire for con- 
sultation, the delegation will do so. It seems to me that is broad and 
liberal enough. These gentlemen who now desire to vote for another 
candidate understood those instructions when they accepted their posi- 
tion, and they are bound by them. 

Mr. Woodford, of New York. Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of 
the Coftvention : Thanks for the courtesy that permits me but a moment. 
I have no sympathy with the vote which that minority from Pennsyl- 
vania seeks to cast. I believe that any nomination that cannot carry 
the doubtful states is the burial of the Republican party in this canvass ; 
but I believe that under the very existence alike of the nation and: the 
Republican party, is the. right of every man to cast his own vote. I 
want to say another thing. I love the Republican party with a love 
that pulses in every fibre of my being; but I love the Republican party 
for the ideas of the party, and not for the form and the deadness of its 
organization. I want to say another thing, for silence here were crime. 
As an honorable man I am bound, as honorable men you are bound, 
to abide the action of the convention ; but should this or any con- 
vention make declaration of unworthy principles, or place thereon 
candidates whose lives and records do not represent what true Republi- 
canism means, then let me to-day and here simply say, in words so 
plain that none may misunderstand, I am bound to my country and its 
welfare by a higher tie than that which binds me to' the Republican 
party. 

Mr. Thatcher, of Kansas. Gentlemen : The principle that is 
involved in this question is, whether the state of Pennsylvania shall 
make rules and laws for this convention, or whether this convention is 
supreme and shall make its own laws. This convention is a supreme 
body. No state, no caucus, has a right to make its laws and bring 
them in here and say that they shall bind this convention. We are 
supreme ; we are original ; we stand here representing the great Re- 
publican party of this nation, and neither Pennsylvania, nor New York, 

7 
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nor any other state, can come in here and bind us down with their 
caucus resolutions. More than that, as the speaker before me has 
said, the great principles of the Republican organization demand that 
each man shall have his vote himself, and not be bound up by some 
party or power that is behind him. We are not here to be handled 
like mere machines. We are not here to be driven in the traces. Talk 
about your discipline ! I tell you the people of this country think there 
is a little too much discipline and a little too much machinery in our 
politics at the present time. The convention is supreme. It has the 
right, and it is its duty, its bounden duty, to let each delegate here 
represent the sentiments of his constituents, and not compel him to 
vote as any body shall dictate. ^ 

Mr. Hale. I only propose, Mr. President, to submit a bit of politi- 
cal history. In 1868, the Republican party assembled in convention in 
Chicago. There was unanimity of sentiment upon the question of the 
presidency. General Grant was nominated by every vote ; but there 
was division upon the question of the vice-presidency, and then Penn- 
sylvania presented one of her gifted sons for the second place in the 
American republic,— presented him under instructions from her state 
to present him, and stand by him, and vote for him. I was a delegate 
there myself, helping to represent the state of Maine, and the whole 
scene presents itself now before me, when Pennsylvania was called and 
her vote was cast as a unit for her war governor ; but a delegate from 
Pittsburgh arose in his seat, and with earnestness and fervor upon his 
countenance and words of warning upon his lips, objected, and asserted 
the great principle of the individual right to be represented in that 
convention. . . j ^i. 

Mr. President, that appeal taken to the convention, raised then as 
now from the Keystone state, was sustained overwhelmingly, and the 
chairman was directed to cast the vote of the delegate for the indi- 
vidual of his choice. Now, I regret— no man can more profoundly 
regret— that these divisions have been brought in here. They have 
chano-ed the current of this convention and endangered its turning 
asidet so that our attention is called from legitimate business to dissen- 
sions' in state delegations. I promised, when I came up here, Mr. 
President, that I would only give this convention a bit of political his- 
tory. We can go back on it if we choose ; but if we do so, we do it by 
asserting that this convention nominates, not by a majority of its dele- 
gates, but by the votes of its states controlled in caucuses. 

Mr. Thornberg moved the previous question. Agreed to. 

The President. The question is, Shall the decision of the chair 
stand as the decision of the convention ? The decision of the chair was, 
that the four gentlemen from Pennsylvania, who rose and declared their 
desire to cast their ballots for James G. Blaine, had a right, under the 
rules of the convention, so to do ; and the chair directed their votes to 
be so recorded. « , , . ^ 

Mr. S. B. DuTCHER, of New York. Can I ask a question? 

The President. Not except by consent. 

[Cries of' No!" ''No!"] 

Mr. DuTCHER. Then I say this is a gag proceeding. I ask by what 
authority the delegates from Pennsylvania came to this convention, 
and what was the resolution of the convention sending them here? 
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The President. I reply that that is a question with which the chair- 
man of this convention has nothing whatever to do, and has officially 
no knowledge of whatever. The Sixth Rule states,—** The vote of 
each state, tei'ritory, and the District of Columbia shall be announced 
by the chairman; and in case the votes of any state, territory, or the 
District of Columbia shall be divided, the chairman shall announce the 
number of votes cast for any candidate or for any proposition." The 
question is, Shall the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
convention ? 

Mr. CuMBACK. I demand the vote by states. 

The secretary then called the roll on the question of sustain- 
ing the decision of the chair, with the following result : 



states. Ay, 

New York IS 

North Carolina.. 6 

Ohio 14 

Oregon 6 

Pennsylvania I 

Rhode Island i 

South Carolina 2 



19 
4 
5 

19 
10 

17 



No. 
54 
13 
30 

S7 

7 

12 

5 
12 

5 

2 



states. Ay. No. 

Alabama 20 — 

Arkansas 4 ^ 

California * n i 

Colorado 6 — 

Connecticut 3 9 

Delaware 5 ^ 

Florida, 4 4 

Georgia.. 9 ^3 

Illinois 3^ 4 

Indiana i 29 

Iowa 22 — 

Kansas 10 — 

Kentucky i 23 

Louisiana 6 10 

Maine 14 — 

Maryland 16 — 

Massachusetts 15 7 

Michigan 3 ^9 

Minnesota 7 3 

Mississippi 9 ^ 

Missouri 25 5 

Nebraska 6 — 

Nevada — 6 

New Hampshire 10 — 

New Jersey 15 3 

When Pennsylvania was called, the chairman, Mr. Cameron, 
read the following resolution, just adopted by the delegation 
from that state : 

Resolved, That the Pennsylvania delegation sustain the action of its 
chairman in casting the vote of the delegation as a unit. ^ 

Mr. FuTHEY. I desire to cast my vote to sustain the chair. 

The President. The chair so ruled before, and, until changed, that 
is the rule of the convention. One in the affirmative. 

The roll-call was then completed. 

The President. Upon sustaining the chair, the ayes are 395, and 
the noes 353. The decision of the chair is sustained. I therefore 



Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

West Virginia. 

Wisconsin 

Arizona 2 

Dakota 2 

District of Columbia 2 

Idaho 2 

Montana 2 

New Mexico 2 

Utah 2 

Washington 2 

Wyoming — 



Totals 395 353 
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decide, as the judgment of this convention, under the Sixth Rule, that it 
is the right of every individual member thereof to vote his individual 
sentiments. Accepting the rule thus established by the convention for 
the second ballot for the presidency, the vote stands as follows : For 
James G. Blaine, 296; for Oliver P. Morton, 120; for Benjamin H, 
Bristow, 114; for Roseoe Conklin^, 93; for Rutherford B. Hayes, 64; 
for John F. Hartranft, 63 ; for William A. Wheeler, 3 ; for Elihu B. 
Washburne, i. No one having received a majority of all the votes, a 
third ballot is in order, and the clerk will call the roll of states. 



THIRD BALLOT. 

The roll was called, with the following result : 



States. 


i 

1 


1 


1 


U 

I 







u 




<L> 


1 
1 

1: 




15 

I 
6 
6 
2 
6 
2 

9 
35 


4 








Arl<"pnQa«; . ........* 






II 








.... 


3 




3 














f^nntipptipiif - ......«..•• 


8 








.... 














TTIorifla ..• 


3 
6 


3 
6 


3 














4 
















TTiHiana ......•*>>«•••• 






30 








22 
10 














T^oricoc ..........•.•» 
















JC f^r^^i^^^^\cv >......« 


24 














T nnisianp .......«•>..«•• 


5 
16 

8 








II 






I^aine 






























T\^aQ5HpHiisptt^ ......... 


19 
10 

I 
7 
3 










2 




T^ifViio^an .............. 






4 






T\yfinnpsirifa ......... 












TMficciccinni .............. 


2 




2 
I 


5 
II 








15 
6 






NfHra<slca ............. 












2 
3 


2 


2 










"M'faTXT T-TaTYinshirG ........... 


7 
12 
















6 








'M'a'w Vr»T*lc .. ......... 


I 
I 


69 
I 










XTnrtli Carolina 


9 


8 










QJ^JQ , 


44 








Orpcnn .............. 


6 

3 
2 




















55 










"RTinHf* T«;land 


6 

I 
8 












^mith Carolina .............. 








13 
9 






Tennessee 


7 
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THIRD BALLOT — Continued, 



States. 


c 

3 


2 
w 

I 
8 


1 

O 

U 


S3 

s 




d 





CO 


a3 

1 




2 

I 

15 

8 

i6 

2 
2 
I 
2 
I 
2 
2 
2 






13 






1 CA<i2> • 






I 












4 










2 














I 


































X^dKU td 










I 




























I 






















TTfaV* 


































2 
















. . . . 














Totals 


293 


121 


90 


68 


67 


in 


2 


I 











The President. The vote stands as follows : 755 votes. Of these 
votes, James G. Blaine had 293 ; Benjamin H. Bristow had 121 ; Ros- 
coe Conkling had 90 ; John F. Hartranft had 68 ; Rutherford B. Hayes 
had (>^ ; Oliver P. Morton had 113 ; William A. Wheeler had 2 ; Elihu 
B. Washburne had i. No one having received a majority of the votes 
cast, there is no nomination, and a fourth ballot is in order, and the 
secretary will call the roll. 

fourth ballot. 
The secretary called the roll of states, with the following 
result : 



States. 


a5 

s 
16 

I 
6 
6 
2 
6 
2 




CO 

PQ 
4 


1 


u 











1 














11 










3 




3 
















9 






I 








v^onnccLiuuL 












TTlrwrirliJ 


r 


2 


A 


:;..!.... 






Georgia 


9I 2 


6!...: 




1 4 




I 
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FOURTH BAULOT^contmued, 



States. 


6 
.2 

3 


1 


1 


u 








0) 




s 

1 


Illinois ... 


35 


5 






I 






I 


Indiana 






30 






Iowa ..« 


21 
10 


.... 












Kansas 












Kentuckv ... 


24 














Louisiana 


5 

14 
i6 

5 
6 
8 








II 






Maine ... 














Marvland 
















Massachusetts 


19 
II 

I 
7 
3 














Michip"an 






5 






Minnesota 












Mississiooi 




I 


I 
I 


t 






Missouri 


i8 
6 






Nebraska 










Nevada 


I 
3 




3 










New Hamnshire ... 


7 

12 










New »Tersev 






6 








New York 


2 












North Carolina 


9 


8 


I 
44 








Ohio 










Oregfon 


6 
3 

2 














Pennsylvania 






55 










Rhode Island 


6 

I 

10 












South Carolina 








13 

7 

10 






Tennessee 


7 

I 












Texas 












Vermont . ... 












Virprinia. 


15 
i6 

2 
2 

I 
2 
I 
2 
2 
2 






7 






West Virginia 














^^isconsin 


3 






I 






Arizona 














Dakota 










:::::;:;i 




District of Columbia 










I 






Idaho 














Montana 
















New Mexico 














Utah 
















Washin<>"ton 
















"VV^vominf ... ... 


2 
















. . . . 




. . . . 










Totals 


292 


126 


84 


71 


68 


108 


2 


3 





The President. On this ballot, 754 votes were cast. Necessary to 
a choice, 378. James G. Blaine received 292 votes; Benjamin H. 
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Bristow, 126; Oliver P. Morton, 108 votes; Roscoe Conkling, ^4 votes , 
John F. Hartranft, ^l votes ; Rutherford B. Hayes, 68 votes ; Eli^u B. 
Washburne, 3 votes; William A. Wheeler, 2 votes. No one having 
received a majority of all the votes, there is no nomination. Anotner 
ballot will be taken, and the clerk will call the roll. 

FIFTH BALLOT. 

The secretary called the roll of states, the ballot resulting 
as follows : 



States. 




3 


1 


6 


CI 


CO 







1 

1 




16 
I 

6 
6 

2 
6 
2 
8 
33 


4 


















II 











3 


.... 


3 
















8 






2 




















TT*! _„; J_ 






3 


.... 


3 
5 






T lorida 

Georgia 

Illinois 


2 
5 


6 


.... 


r 




3 


I 






30 






Indiana 


21 
10 





I 













Iowa •• 












Kansas 


24 
















5 

14 
16 

5 








II 




. ... 


jLOUisiana •• • 






























iviaryianu 


19 










2 


. .. . 


iviassacnubCLia 






22 




■ 


iYlicnigan 


9 

20 
6 












I 


jviinucboid, 


8 
3 


2 


.... 


2 
2 


4 
5 






Mississippi 






iviissouri 












I 
3 


2 


2 


I 






. ... 


IN evaaa 


7 
12 








iNew xiampbiiire 






6 






.... 


INCW J cibey. ................. 


2 


68 














6 


12 

44 


I 






rM-wJ/N 














6 

5 
2 

5 
7 




















53 












6 

3 

IC 

3 

8 

> . .. . 












xvnoQe isianci •• 






I 


5 
7 
8 








. . • . 








nToYac 




] 


I 
J.... 


. . . . 


• • • • 






. .. . 


V CIUIUIIL 

Virginia 


\i 






'. 


. . • • 


.... 



Hosted by 



Google 



104 



KEPUBLICAN NATIONAL COISTVEKTION, 



FIFTH BALLOT — Continued, 



States. 


S 


i 

pq 













X) 

1 


West Virginia 


7 
i6 

2 
2 

I 
2 
I 
2 
2 
2 






I 


2 








Wisconsin 


.... 

3 










Arizona 












Dakota 
















District of Columbia 
















Idaho 














Montana 










. . . . 






New Mexico 














Utah 










. ... 






Washington 
















Wyoming 


2 
























. . . 






Totals 


286 


114 


82 


69 


104 


95 


2 






3 



When Michigan was reached, Mr. W. A. Howard said,— 

Mr, President : There is a man in this section of the country who has 
beaten in succession three Democratic candidates for President in his 
own state, and we want to give him a chance to beat another Demo- 
cratic candidate for the Presidency in the broader field of the United 
States. Michigan therefore casts her twenty-two votes for Rutherford 
B. Hayes, of Ohio. 

The president//-^ tern, (Mr. S. L. Woodford) announced the 
result of the ballot as follows : 

Whole number of votes cast 755, one not voting. Of these, James 
G. Blaine has received 286; Benjamin H. Bristow, 114; Rutherford B. 
Hayes, 104; Oliver P. Morton, 95 ; Roscoe Conkling, 82; John F. 
Hartranft, 69; Elihu B. Washburne, 3; William A. Wheeler, 2. No 
choice. What is the pleasure of the convention.? The clerk will pro- 
ceed with the call of the roll by states. 

When Alabama was called, there was no response. 

The President. Shall time be given the Alabama delegation for 
consultation? [Cries of *' Object."] It is the right of delegations to 
consult. 

^ Mr. Madden, of New York. I think it is about time that the delega- 
tions from the different large states should retire to consult. Our delega- 
tion is so large and so spread out that it is impossible for us to consult. 

The President. Does the gentleman move for a recess? 

Mr. Madden. If the delegations have not a chance to consult here, 
they ought to be allowed to retire. 

The President. What motion does the gentleman make? 

Mr. Madden. The chair announced that the delegations should 
have time to consult before announcing their vote. I move for a recess. 



Hosted by 



Google 



CINCINNATI, 1876. 



105 



Mr. CuMBACK. A point of order. The roll is calling now. 

Mr. Madden. I move we take a recess for one hour. 

Mr. CuMBACK. The roll is calling, and the motion is out of order. 

The President. The point of order is made, that the roll-call hay- 
ing been commenced, a motion for an adjournment or recess is not in 
order. The chair decides that the point is well taken. 

SIXTH BALLOT. 

The roll-call was concluded as follows : 



States. 




d 
o 

o 

1^ 


3 


1 






S3 

1 





Alaharna - -. 


15 

I 
6 
6 

2 

6 

4 

9 

32 






4 


I 






A rlf a n <sa c; . . 


II 












2 


.... 


4 








Cr\\r\T^r\r\ 














7 


3 








T^Alaware 












FlftriHa . . . . 


4 
4 














Crporp^ia. 


6 


2 

5 






I 
2 




Illinois 


3 








30 






Trt'wji . . 


21 
lO 






I 








TCarma.s . ....... 














TCf^ntnptv 






24 












6 

14 
i6 

5 


10 












IVfoirif* 






























IVTa Q^a flinsptt*? 






19 










IVTipliityjin . .. ...... 






22 








Minnesota 


9 

I 

i8 

6 














T^ississinni . . ....... 


5 
7 




4 
3 


4 
2 






Missouri 
















Nevada .. ........... 






2 
3 


I 










7 

12 








Npw Tersev 






6 












68 


2 








North Carolina . 


12 




I 

44 








Ohio 












6 

14 

2 
lO 

2 

7 














T*f»n n s vl va n i J1 










44 






"RhoHp Island 






6 
I 
I 
12 
8 
3 








Sonth Carolina 


2 

4 

I 




I 

7 
4 
2 

2 
4 








Texas 
















Vermont . . . 










'i 


4 










West Virginia 
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SIXTH BALLOT — Continued, 



States. 


1 




t: 



.2 
a 

c3 









(J 




Wisconsin 


i6 

2 
2 
2 
I 
2 
2 
I 
2 


I 




3 










Arizona 










Dakota 
















Idaho 
















Montana 
















New Mexico 














Utah 
















District of Columbia 


I 














Washington 














Wyomino: 






2 
III 










Totals 


308 


35 


81 


113 


50 


4 


2 



The president //-^ /^w. (Mr. Woodford) announced the re- 
sult of the ballot : 

Total vote cast 754, two not voting. Of these, Mr. Blaine has re- 
ceived 308; Hayes, 113; Bristow, in; Morton, 85; Conkling, 81; 
Hartranft, 50 ; Washburne, 4 ; Wheeler, 2. No choice. 

SEVENTH BALLOT. 

The secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

A Delegate from Rhode Island. I move that we take a recess of 
ten minutes. 

The President. The point of order is made that the calling of the 
roll having been commenced, the motion for a recess is not in order. 

Mr. Edick. I ask permission for the New York delegation to with- 
draw. 

The President. If the New York delegation desires to withdraw, 
they can do so on their own motion, without addressing the chair. 

Colorado having been called, — 

Mr. Rogers, of New York. I ask unanimous consent that the call 
be suspended until the delegations which desire to do so can retire and 
return. 

Cries of "No!'' "No!" and "Yes!" "Yes!" 

The President. It requires unanimous consent to suspend the call- 
ing of the roll. 

Several delegates made the motion. 

Mr. Ambler of Ohio. I move that a recess be taken for fifteen min- 
utes, to allow the delegations time to consult. 
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The President. It is not in order to make that motion pending the 
roll-call. 

Mr. Ambler. I move to suspend the rules. ^ ^ 

The President. Neither that motion nor any other is m order 
while the roll is being called. 

Indiana having been called, Mr. Cumback ascended the plat- 
form and said, — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention : A very unpleasant 
duty is now imposed upon me, as chairman of the Indiana delegation, 
in withdrawing from the further consideration of this convention the 
name of the great statesman of Indiana. I express my own deep re- 
gret as well as that of every delegate from Indiana, and every alternate, 
and everv citizen of Indiana who belongs to the Republican party. 
When I say he stands in the senate of the United States the peer of 
the noblest and best, I utter a truth that will not be disputed by any 
Republican in the United States of America. But we feel that the 
time has come for us not to ask any longer that our friends shall stand 
by us. We thank them for the noble support they have given us 
in this convention : and, in withdrawing his name, Indiana casts twenty- 
five votes for Rutherford B. Hayes, and five votes for Benjamin H. 
Bristow, of Kentucky. 

When Kentucky was called, Mr. Harlan spoke as follows : 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention : The Republicans 
of the state of Kentucky feel deeply grateful for the very cordial sup- 
port which our distinguished fellow-citizen. Colonel Bristow, has re- 
ceived from the delegates of various states, both North and South. 
We feel especially grateful to those gallant men of Massachusetts and 
Vermont, and other states of New England, who, when it was circu- 
lated from one end of this land to the other that Benjamin H. Bristow 
was not to be President because he was born and reared in the South, 
came and said they did not believe it, but have done him and us 
the honor to say they believed that Bristow was true to the Republican 
party, and was' to be trusted. Without detaining you any longer, I 
have come upon this stand for the purpose of withdrawing the name of 
Benjamin H. Bristow, and casting the entire vote of Kentucky for 
Rutherford B. Hayes. 

Mr. Cumback (returning to the platform),— 

Mr, President: As the name of Benjamin H. Bristow has been with- 
drawn, I am instructed to cast the other five votes from Indiana for 
Rutherford B. Hayes. i t^ .,. t. i 

Mr. INGERSOLL, of Illinois. *'I hold that under the Fourth Rule 
this change cannot be made. The provision of the rule is, that "when 
any state has announced its vote, it shall so stand, unless in case of nu- 
merical error." 

Mr. Edick, of New York. I raised a similar question some time ago, 
and it was ruled out of order. We insist on the same ruling now. ^ 

The President. A question of order is always in order. This is 
simply a question of order referring to the immediate proposition of the 
delegate from Indiana to change the vote. 

Mr. Edick. If the chairman remembers, on a similar proposition to 
change a vote, I was ruled out of order. 
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The President. To change a vote is a matter of the highest privi- 
lege, and is always in order. The gentleman from Illinois will make 
nis point of order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. My point is, that it is against the rule to make a 
change of vote while the roll-call is proceeding. 

The President. The delegate from Indiana rises to change the 
vote of his delegation, upon which the delegate from Illinois rises to 
a point of order, that under the Fourth Rule the change cannot be 
made. The provision of the rule is, that when any state has announced 
Its vote, it shall so stand. The chair decides the point well taken. 

When the state of Nev^r York was called, Mr. T. M. Pomeroy 
ascended the platform and said, — 

To indicate that the state of New York is in favor of unity and vic- 
tory, she casts sixty-one votes for Rutherford B. Hayes, and nine votes 
for James G. Blaine. 

When Pennsylvania was called, Mr. J. D. Cameron said, — 

I am instructed to withdraw the name of John F. Hartranft, and to 
cast twenty-eight votes for Rutherford B, Hayes, and thirty for James 
G. Blaine. 

The ballot was concluded as follows : 



States. 




1 


i 


Alabama 


17 

II 

6 

6 

2 

6 

8 

14 

35 


3 




Arkansas 


I 

6 


California 


Colorado 


Connecticut 


7 


3 


Delaware 


Florida 


. .. . 


• . • • 


Georgia 


I 

5 
5 


7 

2 

25 


Illinois 


Indiana 


Iowa 


22 
10 


Kansas 




. .. . 


Kentucky 




24 

2 


Louisiana 


14 
14 
16 

5 




Maine 


Maryland 




. . * • 


Massachusetts 




T 


Michigan 




Minnesota 


9 




T 


Mississippi 


16 


Missouri 


20 
6 




10 


Nebraska 


Nevada 




6 


New Hampshire 


7 




3 
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SEVENTH BALLOT — Continued, 



States. 



New Jersey 

New York 

North Carolina. 
Ohio 



Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Montana 

New Mexico 

Utah 

District of Columbia. 

Washington 

Wyoming 

Totals 



6 

2 

7 



pq 



14 

6 

i6 

2 
2 
2 



351 



6 
6i 

20 

44 



28 

6 

7 
i8 

15 

10 

8 

4 
4 



384 



The president said, — 

Gentlemen of the Convention : Rutherford B. Hayes, of the state of 
Ohio, having received a majority of all the votes cast, is hereby declared 
to be the nominee of this convention for the office of President of the 
United States; and the question is, Shall this nomination be made 
unanimous ? 

Mr. William P. Frye, of Maine, took the platform, and 
said: 

Mr, President: I dare say that this immense and enthusiastic con- 
vention will pardon me if I say just one word of kindness and of thanks 
to the glorious supporters that our candidate, Mr. Blaine, has had here. 
No words of mine can express the thanks that Maine gives to you men 
who have stood by him as you have here to-day. God bless you 
forever and ever. Now, gentlemen, we recognize the fact that this 
convention in its wisdom has selected Governor Hayes as the standard- 
bearer in this next great contest for liberty, for justice, for humanity, 
and for civilization, and the state of Maine accepts and indorses fully 
and completely the choice which the convention has made. Qur,gal- 
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lant chieftain, James G. Blaine, in September next, shall take the field 
in the state of Maine for the man you have selected, and we will sweep 
the state of Maine for Hayes by 20,000. And then, when we have 
finished Maine, we will go forward, under the leadership of Blaine, into 
the commonwealth of Massachusetts, and we will sweep her, with the 
help of her able men, by 60,000 majority. 

Gentlemen, I will close by seconding the motion which has been 
made, that the nomination of Rutherford B. Hayes be made unanimous. 

The motion was then carried, amid great acclamations. 

Mr. J. F. Lewis, of Virginia. I move that the chairman appoint a 
committee to wait upon Governor Hayes, and inform him of his unani- 
mous nomination by this convention. 

The President. How many? 

Mr. Lewis. Five. 

The chair put the motion, and it was carried. 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 
The nomination of a Vice-President being in order, — 

Mr. Poland, of Vermont. I nominate the Hon. William A. Wheeler, 
of New York, on behalf of Vermont, for the Vice-Presidency. 

Mr. E. R. Hoar, of Massachusetts, also nominated Marshall 
Jewell, of Connecticut, for that position. 

Mr. T. C. Piatt, of New York, nominated Stewart L. Wood- 
ford, of New York. 

A member of the Kansas delegation here moved that the 
states be called alphabetically, each to nominate its candidate 
for the office of Vice-President. The motion was agreed to. 

On the call of Kentucky, Mr. Harlan responded, and said, — 

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention : I am directed, by 
the unanimous vote of the Kentucky delegation in this convention, to 
present for the high office of Vice-President of the United States that 
distinguished Republican leader and statesman, General Joseph R. 
Hawley, of the state of Connecticut. 

Mr. Seldon, of Mississippi, said, when his state was called, — 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention : I am requested 
by the Mississippi delegation to rise and second the nomination of one 
whom we believe will add strength and dignity to our ticket, especially 
in the South. It is very often the custom of conventions to pay but 
small attention to the nomination of the second man upon the ticket ; 
but we have learned by bitter experience in our country that it is as 
important that a good sound man should be placed upon the second 
place as upon the first. It is my pleasure, coming away from the Gulf 
as we do, to second the nomination of one living near the Lakes ; and 
it is with pride and pleasure that Mississippi seconds the nomination of 
Stewart L. Woodford. 

Mr. Pitney, of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the 
Convention : 1 am directed, by the unanimous vote of the delegation 
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from New Jersey, to present to this convention a name for the candi- 
dacy for the office of Vice-President of the United States. The name 
that I present is that of a man of spotless, untarnished reputation and 
character ; a man whom the breath of slander has never dared to assail ; 
one who, like Caesar's wife, is in all respects above and beyond suspi- 
cion ; a man who, during the dark days of the rebellion, devoted his 
whole time and energies in aiding the executive of his state in the great 
work of enlisting and equipping and forwarding to the front volunteers 
to aid in suppressing ihe rebellion ; a man who has always served his 
state with great credit and ability, and, in a long course in the United 
States senate, has shown himself the peer of those who have stood by 
him there ; a man who, in all times and in all circumstances, has proved 
himself to be a true Republican and a great statesman. The name I 
present is that of Frederick Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey. 

Mr. James, of New York, briefly seconded the nomination 
of Mr. Wheeler for the office of Vice-President ; and was fol- 
lowed by Mr. Russell, of Texas, who said : 

Fellow-Citizens of the Convention: It is with great pleasure that I 
rise in this convention to make the nomination of that statesman and 
patriot from Connecticut— Marshall Jewell. There are other great names 
mentioned in connection with this position, fellow-citizens ; but it is 
not disparaging to those other names to say that his is superior to any 
of them in all the qualities requisite to the second executive office of 
this nation. He is not unknown to the people of the United States. 
His dignity and cultured bearing at the court of the czar of Russia bears 
evidence of the highest type of American chivalry and lofty statesman- 
ship. He has reformed the postal service of this country, and his mark 
is expressed all along the pathway he has made. He has held an hon- 
orable position in the cabinet of President Grant. 

Ml-. Wheeler's nomination having been seconded by the Penn- 
sylvania delegation, the secretary proceeded to call the roll of 
states. 

MR. WOODFORD WITHDRAWS. 

When New York was called, Mr. Woodford took the plat- 
form and said : 

Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention : It has always been 
my belief that no citizen should ask office, or refuse to serve the public 
when called on to do so, provided his business and personal obligations 
are such as to justify the assumption of official duty. 

But to-day I am fortunately freed from all such decision. The vote 
of my delegation has been polled. Without any suggestion of mine, 
my name was mentioned. The majority of my delegation do not 
desire to present my name. In this I am certain they show their great 
good sense, and I am grateful for the privilege of working in the ranks 
of the party. Let me heartily assure you that all that lies in my power, 
from now to the ratification by the people of the work you do this day, 
will be most cordially done. Permit me to withdraw my name from 
the nomination. 
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The large number of votes cast for Mr. Wheeler plainly in- 
dicated that he was the choice of the convention ; and, after 
the vote of South Carolina, w^hich made 366 votes for Mr. 
Wheeler, Mr. Kellogg, of Connecticut, withdrew the name of 
Marshall Jewell, and moved that the rules be suspended, and 
that William A. Wheeler, of New York, be nominated by 
acclamation. 

The motion was carried, and Mr. Wheeler declared the 
nominee for Vice-President. 



As far as the ballot proceeded, it stood 


as follows : 






States. 




'a 




1 
1 — > 




d 

1 
f 

1 


Alabama , 


17 

5 


12 


3 






Arkansas 




2 


California 








Colorado , 


6 
I 
6 








Connecticut 


.... 


II 






Delaware 






Florida 


8 








Geor2"ia 




22 






Illinois 


42 
2 

22 
5 








Indiana 


20 


7 






Iowa 




Kansas , 


2 








Kentucky 




24 


Louisiana 


8 
14 


2 






Maine 








Maryland 




16 
I 






Massachusetts 


25 
22 
10 

I 

4 
6 








Michigan 






Minnesota 










Mississippi , 


15 








Missouri 


26 






Nebraska 






Nevada 


6 








New Hampshire 


10 








New Jersey 








18 


New York , 


70 
20 

44 
6 










North Carolina 










Ohio 










Oregon 










Pennsylvania , 








58 


Rhode Island 


8 
12 








South Carolina I 







2 
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Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, offered a resolution, returning thanks 
to the president of the convention for the able and impartial 
manner in which he had discharged his arduous duties. The 
resolution was amended so as to include the secretaries, ser- 
geant-at-arms, and other officers of the convention, and the 
citizens of Cincinnati for their hospitality and kindness. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Benjamin Eggleston, of Cincinnati, then returned thanks 
to the convention, on behalf of the Republicans of Ohio, for 
the nominating of Governor Rutherford B. Hayes for President. 

AN ADDITION TO THE PLATFORM. 

Mr. Smith, of New York, secretary of the committee on 

resolutions, offered the following, to be added to the platform : 

We present as our candidates for President and Vice-President of 
the United States two distinguished statesmen, of eminent ability and 
character, and conspicuously fitted for those high offices, and we confi- 
dently appeal to the American people to intrust the administration of 
their public affairs to Rutherford B. Hayes and William A. Wheeler. 

The resolution was adopted. 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

The convention then proceeded to appoint members of the 
Republican National Committee, as follows : 



Alabama Jere Haralson. 

Arkansas Powell Clayton. 

California Geo. C. Gorham. 

Colorado Samuel H. Elbert. 

Connecticut Marshall Jewell. 

Delaware. .Samuel M. Harrington. 

Florida Wm. J. Purman. 

Georgia. . . , . . .James G. Deveaux. 

Illinois James P. Root. 

Indiana Will Cumback. 

Iowa John Y. Stone. 

Kansas John A. Martin. 

Kentucky W. C. Goodloe. 

Louisiana P. B. S. Pinchback. 

Maine Wm. P. Frye. 

Maryland Chas. C. Fulton. 

Massachusetts. ..John M. Forbes. 

Michigan Z. Chandler. 

Minnesota John T. Averill. 

Mississippi G. M. Buchanan. 

Missouri Chauncey I. Filley. 

Nebraska L. W. Osborn. 

Nevada John P. Jones. 

New Hampshire. Wm. E. Chandler. 
8 



New Jersey Geo. A. Halsey^ 

New York A. B. Cornell. 

North Carolina.. Thos. B. Keogh. 

Ohio A. T. Wikoff^ 

Oregon H. W. Scott. 

Pennsylvania — Wm. H. Kemble^ 

Rhode Island L. W. Aldridge. 

South CaroHna..John J. Patterson. 

Tennessee Wm. Rule. 

Texas E. J. Davis. 

Vermont M. S. Colburn. 

Virginia J. B. Sener. 

West Virginia John W. Mason. 

Wisconsin Elihu Enos. 

Arizona R. C. McCormick. 

Dakota Newton Edmunds. 

Idaho Thomas Donaldson. 

Montana Alex. H. Beattie. 

New Mexico. . .Stephen B. Elkins. 

Utah John R. McBride. 

District of Columbia. .S. J. Bowen. 

Washington Orange Jacobs. 

Wyoming Jos. M. Carey. 



Hosted by 



Google 



114 



REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION, 



The president read the following dispatch from Hon. James 

G.Blaine: 

Washington, D. C. 
To the Hon, Eugene Hale : 

I hope you will find it convenient to stop in Columbus and bear my 
congratulations and sincere personal respects and regards to Governor 
Hayes. JAMES G. BLAINE. 

Mr. W. A. Howard moved that a committee of one from each 
state be appointed by the chair, to wait on the candidates and 
give them formal notice of their nomination. This was agreed 
to ; and the chairman stated that he would make the appoint- 
ments in the evening at his hotel, which he did, as appears 
below. 

This completed the work of the convention, and thereupon it 
adjourned. 



In pursuance of authority conferred upon the undersigned by the Re- 
publican National Convention, he has appointed the following named 
persons, being one from each state and territory, as a committee, with 
the president of the convention, to inform Governor Hayes of his nomi- 
nation for the office of President of the United States, and to request 
his acceptance of it, and of the resolutions adopted by the convention : 



Alabama Willard Warner. 

Arkansas Powell Clayton. 

California Alex. G. Abell. 

Colorado J. B. Chaffee. 

Connecticut . . .Joseph R. Hawley. 

Delaware J. R. Lofland. 

Florida S. B. Conover. 

Georgia B. Chamberlain. 

Illinois George S. Bangs. 

Indiana Will Cumback. 

Iowa Hiram Price. 

Kansas J- P- Lowe. 

Kentucky William C. Goodloe. 

Louisiana S. B. Packard. 

Maine Eugene Hale. 

Maryland W. G. Tuck. 

Massachusetts E. R. Hoar. 

Michigan WiUiam A. Howard. 

Minnesota Alexander Ramsey. 

Mississippi B. K. Bruce. 

Missouri Augustus St. Gem. 

Nebraska N. R. Pinney. 

Nevada J. P. Jones. 

New Hampshire E. A. Straw. 



New Jersey W. A. Newell. 

New York J. W. Husted. 

North Carolina.. .Thomas Powers. 

Ohio B. Eggleston. 

Oregon J. C. Tolman. 

Pennsylvania J. D. Cameron. 

Rhode Island,.. .C. C. Van Zandt. 

South Carolina Jos. H. Rainey. 

Tennessee . .Jacob M. Thornberg. 

Texas Edmund J. Davis. 

Vermont Luke P. Poland. 

Virginia John F. Lewis. 

West Virginia . .Joseph W. Davis. 

Wisconsin Elisha W. Keyes. 

Arizona R. C. McCormick. 

Dakota Alexander Hughes. 

District of Columbia.. S. J. Bowen. 

Idaho D. W. Thompson. 

Montana W. F. Sanders. 

New Mexico S. B. Axtell. 

Utah James B. McKean. 

Washington Orange Jacobs. 

Wyoming J. M. Carey. 
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The committee will leave for Columbus at i : 30 P. m. to-day. 

EDWARD Mcpherson, 

President of the National Convention, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, June 17, 1876. 

In accordance with the above notice, the committee, appointed 
to convey to Governor Hayes the official notification of his 
nomination, proceeded to Columbus from Cincinnati, headed 
by Mr. McPherson, the president of the convention. They 
proceeded to the executive chamber in the state house at 9 
o'clock, where Governor Hayes received them. Mr. McPher- 
son spoke as follows ; 

Governor Hayes : We have been deputed by the national convention 
of the Republican party, held at Cincinnati on the 14th of the present 
month, to inform you officially that you have been unanimously nomi- 
nated by that convention for the office of President of the United 
States. The manner in vi^hich that dction was taken, and the response 
to it from every portion of the country, attest the strength of the popu- 
lar confidence in you, and the belief that your administration will be 
wise, courageous, and just. We say, sir, your administration, for we 
believe the people will confirm the action of the convention, and thus, 
save the country from the control of the men and the operation of the 
principles and policy of the Democratic party. We have also been 
directed to ask your attention to the summary of Republican doctrine 
contained in the platform adopted by the convention ; and discharging 
this agreeable duty we find cause for congratulation. In the harmo- 
nious action of the convention and the hearty response given by the 
people, we see the promise of assured success. Ohio, we know, trusts 
and honors you. Henceforth you belong to the whole country. Under 
circumstances so auspicious, we trust you will indicate your acceptance 
of the nomination. 

Governor Hayes replied : 

Sir : I have only to say, in response to your information, that I accept 
the nomination. Perhaps at the present time it would be improper for 
me to say more than this, although even now I should be glad to give 
some expression to the profound gratitude I feel for the confidence 
reposed in me by yourselves and those for whom you act. At a future 
time I shall take occasion to present my acceptance in writing, with my 
views upon the platform. 

Subsequently, the following letter of acceptance was received 

from Governor Hayes : 

Columbus, Ohio, July 8, 1876. 

Hon. Edward McPherson, Hon. William A. Howard, Hon. Joseph 
H. Rainey, and others. Committee of the Republican National Con- 
vention : 
Gentlemen: In reply to your official communication of June 17, by 

which I am informed of my nomination for the office of President of 

the United States by the Republican National Convention at Cincin- 
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To the intelligence and conscience of all who desire good govern-^ 
ment, good-will, good money, and universal prosperity, the Republican 
party, not unmindful of the imperfection and shortcomings of human 
organizations, yet with the honest purposes of its masses promptly to 
retrieve all errors and to summarily punish all offenders against the 
laws of the country, confidently submits its claims for the continued 
support of the American people. 

Respectfully, 

WILLIAM A. WHEELER. 
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